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1902-3 P It is quite apparent that an
Excess Bill should have been brought in
for these two years. The Government of
1903-4 and 1904-5 neglected to do this.
This is a. Bill that should comec down
annually. Some reflection is cast on
past Governments for not bringing down
an Excess Bill. It is necessary to have
the items particularised in the Excess
Bill. This measure extends over five
years, and I do not think members will
require an explanation of every itemn. I
am prepared to give an explanation in
regard to ever 'y item during the last
financial year while the present Govern-
mient and the previous Government have
been in office. I cannot give a clear ex-
planation of items previous to that.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

lioN. G. RANDELTJ called attention
to the state of the House.

Bells rung and quorum formed.
Bill passed through Committee with-

out debate, reported without ameudment,
and the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 8-55 o'clock,
until the next day.

irgiztatibc o Asentbtp,
Thursday, 61h, December, 1906.
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THE SPEA.KER took the Chair a

.3 o'clock pi..

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-PRINTING IN PRISON.
MR. WARE asked the Treasurer:

Was the last report of the Fremanti
Harbour Trust, as printed and presente,
to Parliament, printed at the Fremant]
Prison ? 2, Was this due to lack of caps
bility on the part or the Governmer
Printer and his staff? 3, If so, does sh
Minister intend to take steps to transfc
the instructor from Frmantle Prison t
the Government Printing Office, and plac
him in control ?

THE TREASURER replied: z, Yei
a, NO. 3, Answered by No. 2.

QUESTION-MAP SHELVES, HOW
MADE.

MR. JOHNSON (for Mr. Bath) aske
the Minister for Lands: i, Is it a fac
that the iron shelves used for maps in tb
Lands Department are imported fror

IEngland? a, Will the Minister ascertaii
if they can be made locally ? 3, If the
can be so manufactured, will the Ministe
give instructions for this to he done i
the future?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS r(
plied: Y, Chubb's steel plan presses hay
been imported from England. z, Inquirie
were made by the Works Departmen
prior to ordering, and it was reporte
that the same quality could not be mane
factured locally. 3, Yes.

QUESTION-FEDERATION REFEREN-
DUM DILL.

MR. H. BROWN asked the Premier
a, Is it the intention of the Governinen
to allow the Federation Referendumi Bi]

[ASSEMBLY] Que-91ions.
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to be again discussed this session of
Parliament ? Z' IF so, when ?

Tns PREMNIER replied : r and 2, It
is not likely, owing to the probable early
closing of the session, that sufficient timne
could he found to secure farther progress
in A measure Of such a contentious
character.

QUESTION-RAILWAY ARBITRATION
AWARD.

MR. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Railways: I, Is hie aware of the views
expressed by his Honour Chief Justice
P'arker in June last, whien giving an
interpretation of some of the points in
January's award of the Arbitration Court
to the railwvay employees of this State,
wherein his Honour stated that thle
Commissioner could leg-ally stand men
off to out down to 96 hours in each
period, but trusted that the Coin-
missioner would not avail himself of
that point, as it was not his Honour's
intention when giving that award that
Sunday, timue should be cut out on week
days ? 2, Is Ile aware that the Premuier,
when delivering his policy' spee-ch at
Bunbury in May last, when referring to
thle January award of tlhe Arbitration
Court, stated :-'" Mv Government intend
that no advanitage shal be taken Of thle
recent arbitration awvard to reduce
wages; on the other hand we esxpcct, in
keeping to the high rate of wages paid
to the employees, that they will recognise
that act b)*y energy and fidelity which
will justify our action " ? 3, In view of
the foregoing statements of his Hloniour
Chief Justice Parker and thle Hon. the
Premier, is it the intention of the
Government to allow the Commissioner
of Railways to stand the rail way
employees off work for one day in each
Period of 90 hours, so as to cut out thle
extra few shillings earned on Sunday by
those men? F , If so, why did the Hfon.
the Premier, who is header of the
Government, when delivering his Policy
Speech at Bunbury' , state that his
Government intended to carry out the
wishes of the Kason Government, namely
that no advantage should be taken of the
recent arbitration awa rd to reduce
wages? 5, If not, will the Government
Lake immediate action to have the pl'lke-
Lice discontinued ?

THE MINISTER replied: i, I am
not aware of this. Such views do
,not appear in the official shorthand
report of the proceedings of the Court.
2, There has been no reduction in
wages. 3, The matter is one resting
with the Commissioner of Railways. 4,
Answered by No. 2. 5, Answered by
No. 3. This is the official reply from
the departmnent:

The question is one which requires some
farther explanation, The award of the Court
was that 96 hours should constitute a fort-
night's work, and that for overtime time and a
quarter should be paid, for Sunday work Limo
and a half. The department were willing to
pay overtime when such was made during
ordinary week-daya, but when an employee
was engaged on a Sunday for 8 hours, for
which he would be paid 12 hours, it was
claimed by the association representing -the
employees that for all hours over 96 hours,
overtime at the rate of time and a quarter
should he paid; thus if a man wyes employed
for 96 hours during the fortnight, and then 8
hours one Sunday, the Commissioner would be
aked to pay 96 hours, plus 12 hours for 8
hours Sunday work, plus time and a quarter
for the 12 hours, meaning actually that for the
8 hours Sunday labour, 16 hours would have
to be paid. This, the Commissioner deems,
was never intended, and farther the greater
body of the workmnen recognise that it would
be unfair to ask for it. To prevent having to
pay this the Commissioner has instructed the
preparation of a roster, by which no or as
little as possible overtime would be worked,
and the roster is the source of the objection.
Now if the men will agree to the following
conditions, 06 hours to uoustititte a fortnight's
work, time and a quarter for any overtime
during the ordinary week-days in the fort-
night. and time and a half for Sundays, for
which no farther overtime must. be demanded,
the Commissioner is prepared to instruct the
preparing of a working roster on the old lines.
HI not, the present condition must continue. I
would urge the hion. member to iso his best
endeavours with the men in the matter, and
am assured on the other hand that if fairly
met, fair treatment will be received from the
Commissioner.

Tax M INISTER added : I thought it
wise to mnake a full explanation, because
in the official replies the explanation is
hardly fair. Moreover, as there is some
trouble at the present time between the
Commissioner and the employees, I
thought it wise to put the matter as
fully as possible, and with the approval
of the Commissioner to make the sug-
gestion herein, hoping the umember will
use his best endeavours with the em-
ployees to see if an agreement of this
nature cannot be entered into at once.

Arbitration A ward - 347.5
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BILL-PERMIANENT RESERVTES
REDEDICATIOLY.
SECOND) REA-DING.

Tux PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
in moving the second reading said: As
mnembers are awatre, this is a class of
mneasure which cr0p )5up periodically
once or twice during the session, and is
rendered necessary owing to the fact that
before certain reserves which are classed
ais Class A can be altered from the purpose
for which they were dedicated, the periis-
sian of Parliament must be first obtained.
The Bill now before the Rouse deals
with four reserves situated in -Kalgoorlie,
Subiaco, JFremiantle, and 0-reenmaunt.
The first clause proposes to alienate a

AA mrportion of permianent reserve 928C, mor
particularly described iii the First Sche-
dule to this Bill, being Kalgoorlie Lot
2791, and now dedicated to the purposes
of park lands and drainage. It is
situated at the south-eastern side of Hay
Street and the south-western side of
Croft Street, Kalgoarlie. The Education
Department desire to erect another school
to accommodate the children of the
south-western side of the town, and a
most suitable site for such a school has
been found on this reserve, which comt-
prises sonic 74$ acres. It is proposed to
excise some five acres for the purpose.
The reserve is vested in the Kalgoorlie
Municipal Council, and that body has
signified its willingness to the excision of
the five acres for the purpose mentioned.
The second reserve to he affected is per-

ianenit reserve 5188 moeParticularly
described in the Second Schedule to
this Bill, being Perth Suburban
Lot 4.54, and now dedicated to
the purpose of public huildings. The
intention of Clause 2 is -to alienate
100 links of frontage from the north-
eastern corner of the reserve to the
Presbyterian Church, in order that that
body mayv erect a church with inanse,
costing over £8,000. The church holds
the adjoining block, but portion of that
has been rendered valueless for church
purposes owing to the close prouimnity of
a bore with an eugine. The bore was
put down by the Public Works Depart-
tinent after the original grant was made
to the Presbyterians, and it is considered
only reasonable that some special eon-

sideratian should now be shown to that
hod 'y. The engine working night and
daty causes considerable inconvenience to
the congregation. The intuer for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish), who has written
to mie and interviewed tue several times
on thle subject, points out that the resi-
dents are anxious that this concession
should be granted. The Works Depart-
nient, which controls the reserve, offers
no objection to the excision. The total
area of the reserve, the purpose of which
is sites for buildings, is sonmc seven acres;
so that this smnall excision of about one
quarter of an acre appears to leave ample
accommodation for future requirements in
the direction of Public Works buildings,
even in so promising at centre as Subiaco.
The third clause deals with permanent

reserve 20A1 more particularly described

in the Third Schedule to this Bill, and
now dedicated to the pur-pose of a public
park. It hias been found' necessary in
connection with the supply of water to
Midland Junction from the Mundaring
Weir, to construct a reservoir between the
weir and the area to be reticulated. On
exauination of Crown lands available in
the vicinity of the pipe-track, it was
found that the. only suitable position. for
the reservoir is within the park reserve,
near the Greenniount station. The

*Midland Junction Council, in which the
reserve is vested, has agreed to the ex-
cision of 10 acres for the weir site. The
last clause refers to permanent reserve
numbered A6638. The Fremtaute Gall
Club, which has been endeavouring for
some timie to establish golf links, has
comne to terms with the Fremantle Muni-
cipal Council as to the lease of portion of
the reserve for the term of 15 years front
the 1st April 1906.'

MR. GULL:- The golf club is the same
body as the Frernantie Jockey Club?

THE PREMIER : No; this is a gall
club.

Ain. JoHison: We recently passed a
Bill empowering the Fremnantle Jockey
Club to hand over its funds. to this gall
club.

TUrE PREMIER : For the improve.
mnent of this reserve.

Ma. JoansN: Yes.
TH3E PREMIER: Clause 8 of th(

agreement between the Fremantle Goll

Bill, second read ng.
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Club and the Fremnantle Municipal Coun-
cil reads :

The lessee shall at aU times dluring the said
termn allow all persons (whether ratepayeri of
the Municipality of Fremnantle or residents of or
visitors to the State of WestenAsrla
full right and liberty of entrancrot.ue
and enjoyment in, to, and of the said leased
land as a public park, without exacting there-
for any payment, toll, entrance, or other tee
or reward, and shall keep erected, so as to be
leg-ible from the streets abutting on the said
land, a notice that pe rsons may enter the said
land both during play and at other times.

As this clause reserves futll righits. to the
people iL) respect of thle purpose for
-which the land was originally set apart,
namnely to be Used as I park, I think the
Hfose will o-ffer no objection to the
cancellation of the reserve in order, that
the council may be empowered to lease
the portion described for the purpose
desired. I have nothing farther to say,
except that I coinmend the mneasure to
the favourable consideration of the
House.

Question put. and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Change of purpose of por-
tion of Reserve AA

.5183.
)Mli. JOHNSON: It was understood

Lhat thle Presbyterian people now had a
.turch erected on ai p~ortion of this
reserve, but owing to the putting down

)fa bore thle site bad become iinsuitable,
iid they desired to erect another church
31n another portioni of the reserve. Were
1cy to forfeit their right to the block
,hey now held, or were they to hold two
dlocks ?

THE PREMIER, in reply, could 'jot
lo better than read a letter addressed
o him on the subject by the member
'or Subiaco, Mr. Daglish (letter read).
ribe site they had now was, according to
he plan supplied, totlily inadequate to
stable a new chu rch which they proposed
o erect to be put on it. He understood
hie present building- w(,uld be used as a.
lass-roomn, whilst this additional land
vould be Made avatilable for the erection
I the church and manse at a cost of
? 3,000, adjoi ninig the present site, on the
arther side of the railway.

MAf. JOHNSON: Apparently they
complained that the present block, was in
close proximity to the bore, and that this
bore caused inconvenience to the con-
gregoation and minister. Now they asked
that we should give them more land to
erect a larger building, for a larger con-
gregation. to be annoyed by the same
bore. If the bore was objectionable now,
it would be far mnore objctionable when
they had a larger church. It would be
preferable for these people to forfeit their
claimn to the present block, and then get
another block on which to erect a church.
He was. strongly of opinion that other
,congregations in Subiaco had had to pur-
chase blocks of land on which to build
Places Of worship.

THE PREMiER did not think so.
MnR. JOHNSON: It was not fair for

the Government to grant a special block
of land to a special denomination when
other people had had to purchase. 'He
would not object if they were forfeiting
the prescnt block with a view to getting a
more suitable block.

THE P.REMIER: They had their build-
ing on the present block.

Mli. JOHNSON. If the bore was
objectionable, we wanted to remove the
objection, and not have the chur-ch in the
vicinity of the bore. If the bore had been
objectionable in the past it wvould be
ten timies. more so during the present
sumnmer, because it would have to go in
double quick time to supply the water
required. It would have to be worked
night and day for the next five or six
monthis to keep the supply going.

THE PREM1IER: If the hion. mnem-
ber would look at the sketch, possibly hie
would understand the position a little
more clearly. At present they held sub-
lot 404 on which a temporary budlding
-was erected. They proposed to uitil ise that
for class-rooms later onl, and to erect a
large church on the new land which had
been grunted, and at thle same time erect

manse. There might be inconvenience
owing to the noise of the steami pumip at
the present time, but they would be 100
links farther away in the new building,
and consequently not likely to he incon-
venieniced to the samne degree. The other
churches in Subiaco u-cre very well pro-
vided withi land.

MR. JotNisoN Did the other churches
purchase ?

&so-ves Rededication
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THE: PREMIER: The Congregation-
alists, the Methodists, the Roman
Catholics, and the Church of England
had all been grnted pieces of land. All
that was being asked for now was to
allow these people to take a quarter of
an acre, 66 feet, in order that they might
erect a church worthy Of the mIunicipality
of Stihiaco, and at th samue time afford
accommodat(ion for the adherents of the
Presbyterian Church. He did not sup-
pose that the land would be worth more
than.£5 or £6 per foot.

MR. FOULKCES was surprised that
the member for Guildford opposed this
grant.

MR. JOHNSON Wa5 not ojposing the
grant.

MR. FOULKES had always miain-
tained that during the last six or seven
years the various Governments had dealt
far too niggardly in regard to the grant-
ing of land to various churches. When
the Imuperial Government founded this
Colony they made most liberal grants to
the various denominations throughout
the colony.

Mn. BOLTON: They were not com-
pelled to use them.

Ma. STUART: They had sublet most
of them.

MR. FOULKES: Why should they not
sublet them? It was the best possible
policy for the Government to deal as
liberally as they could in regard to the
various churches in the State. What had
been the practice in the last few years ?
The various Ministers fer Lands had
dealt in the most niggardly fashion as to
the various churches. The practice had
been when the 'y cut up a townaite to give
a small piece of land, perhaps a quarter
of an acre, to a particular denomination.
A quarter of an acre of land at the time
a towusite was laid out was not worth
more than £20 or £30 at the outside.
He knew of two or three suburbs around
Perth where the various bodies had been
obliged to pay large sums of money in
order to build their churches. This had.
been a great handicap to many denousina.-
tions. Many members seemed to think
these churches were well off and could
afford to pay large sumis of money for
land and in the way of rents. There were
however no corporations in the whole
State so poor as our ecclesiastical corpora-
tions. As he had said, the British Govern-

went when they controlled thisColony den
in the mbst liberal manner with churce
He knew that in Claremont 70 orE
years ago the Imperial Government gai
a piece of land to the Church of Eaglan(
At that time it was conusidered of ii
value. About seveu or eight years ap
the Church of England sold th~at Piece
land, and with the profits built rectoric
as they Called them, for three differci
ministers, one being, at Subiaco, one
Claremont, and the other at Cotteslu'
None could deny that a resident mninisth
Was an advantage to a6 community. Eve
from a. commercial point of view ti
presence of a church and a cl~rgyinan
residence increased the valuze of the su:
rounding Crown land. Many count;
settlers liked to have a church in the
neighbourhood. The churches should t
treated more generously by the Govert
ment.

Mn. JOHNSON: According to ti:
member for Ivanhoe (Mr. Scaddan
Crown lands had been granted to sows
denominations in Subiaco ;but the nob
of the trains rendering the sites unsui
able, the- churches purchased blocks
other streets. From the mnap it appeare
that the Presbyterian churchi was oil ]an
outside the reserve, and that Only a SI1UL
portion of the latter was to be grante(
He would niot oppose the clause.

Ma. STUART: According to tli
mnember for Claremont. chtirches surni
times sold lands granted to themn. Surel
the grants were not made with Li.
object.

THE CHAIRMAN: They could nc
sell without a special Act.

Ain, STUART: There seemed to L
plenty of room in most churches. ta~n
granted for ecclesiastical uses should 1.
put to such uses. It should be clear1

understood whether this ground was t
be used for church purposes. Sow
churches let their land to tenants, thu
competing unfairly with private lan6
owners.

Mu. SCADDAN: The Presbytvria
church land in Suhiaco was rather ei
tensive compared with the sites of othE
ch u relies. The neighbourig reservw
Which was not too extensive, Should nC
be diminished. Whyli did the chure
need trnore grotud P the local Methodic
church was obliged by the noise of trami
to leave its laud and buy another blocLi

Bill, second readiny.
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1f such grants were continued, churches
would be always shif tinig about to secure
larger congregations and better collec-
tions.

THE PREMIER: The Suhiaco Pres-
byterian church owned portion of sub-
lot 404. The area being inadequate, a
new church was to he built for £3,000,
when the present church would be used
as a class-room. No other denomination
in the municipality was similarly situated.
The reserve contained some seven acres,
and the request was for a quarter of an
acre. In regard to the remarks of the
member for Leonora. if the laud was not
devoted to the purpose for which it was
granted, the title deed would not be
issued.

Clause put and passed.

Clause .3-agreed to.

Clause 4-Power to lease portion of
reserve AK6638 for golf links:

MR. STUART: The clause of the
ag reement which the Premier read was
necessary in this case, but there wvas a
similar clause in regard to the lease of
the bowling greet) at Kalgoorlie. On
that green there was a notice that the
bowling green was open to the public;
but in contradiction to that not ice, there
were bars and bolts in every direction,
and an un1.warranted amount of barbed
wire fencing. It was absurd to have
such Provision in the Ilse agreement
if it was not made operative. This
ground should not be granted to the
Fremantle Gulf Club.

TilE PRnumER: The clause merely
gave the counvil, if it saw fit, power to
grant a lease.

MR. STUART: If the conditions were
not carried out, the clause of the agree-
ment became a laughing-stock. The
provision was merely introduced as a
subterfuge to induce members to agree
to the clause, and then was not to be
operative. People should have free
access to these lands.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. memlber would not be so strenuous
in his opposition if he understood the
position. T here was a great differ-
ence between golf links and a bowling
greetn : one0 Was a Small area, and]
the other was a considerable area.
In Great Britain, the rights of the
public to the commons were thoroughly

preserved. 'Wimbledon Common, six
miles from London, was controlled by a
board which was very zealous in seeing
that there were no infringements of the
public's right to use the comnion; but
on the common the golf Players had cer-
tain rights to use links, and the rights of
the Public were in no way affected. At
Fremnantle the only thing, the golf club
would need would be to preserve some
small greens and a club house. There
was no reason why the public should not
have free access to the reserve. It was
well known among the people of Pre-
miantle tha~t the council was anxious to

give the lease to the golf club, and no
Olettion was raised. It was the wish of
the Fremantle council that the clause be
Passed.

THE PREMIER: The lease was to Its
for 15 years. The clause of the lease was
drafted by the Crown Law Department
with the object of safeguarding the rights
of the residents of Fremnantle.

MR. ANGWIN: The member for
Leonora failed to realise that these
grounds were held by public bodies,
elected by people more directly con-
cerned than even members of Parliament.
He (Hr. Angwin) would like to see a
free hand given to the council in regard
to this land, because he felt certain no
council would do anyrthing detrimental
to the wishes of the ratepayers. The
land concerned was barren; and if golf
links were established on it and money
spent there, it would be an improvement
to the district. The Fremuantle council
were doing the right thing in leasing the
land. It was necessary to put up a
fence around a bowling green, because
the cost of making bowling greens was

so heavy.
Cluse put and Passed.

Scedules, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendmuent; the

report adopted.

THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

BLL1L-DONNYBROOI( - PRESTON
VALLEY RAILWAY.
SECOND READING.

Debate resumed from the Previous day.
MR. T. HAYWARD (Wellington) : I

desire to say a few words in support of
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the Bill. I regret that I was unavoid-
ably absent yesterday' , but I read the
sjpeee-hes of the Premier and the member
for Collie, and I entirely indorse all they
have said. I have had a better oppor-
tunity perhaps than any other member
of knowing this line, fo~r I have known
the district 40 years or more. About.
seven or eight years ago, at the request
of a number of settlers, in conjunction
with Air. Clarke, I spent some days in
going over this line. At that tinie two
lines were proposed to Bridgetowti, and
,after making a carefulexamination of the
country we thought we could give evi-
dence before a select committee, and we
were strongly in favour of the line to
Bridgetown being taken up the valley.
However, it was settled otherwise, and it
is now proposed that another line should
be taiken up there. I can only say that
for the first 20 miles the land is very
closely settled, every acre of the land
being taken up and made use of. I do
not think we could find a better lot of
settlers in any part of the State than
there. In addition to that, as soon as a
portion of the line is constructed it will
pay. There is a large quantity 'of good
timber there, and mills will be establishedl
at once. The laud is closely settled for
about 20 miles. It is generally admitted
that it does not pay to carry produce for
more than 20 miles at the present p~rice.
There is a large quantity of good land
farther up that will be Used as soon
as the line is constructed, of that I
am convinced. I am also convinced
the line will pay as soon as it is
opened, or as soon ats a portion of it is
constructed. I need not go over the same
ground that previous speakers have. I
only wish to say that I recommend the
constructiou of the line for the reasons I
have given.

MIR. WV. D. JOHNSON (Guildford):
I have always been an enthusiastic sup-
porter of agricultural development and
land settlement byv the introduction of a
system of light spur lines, but I feel the
time has arrived when we should exercise
great caution in the construction of these
lines. Aly enthusiasm, I trust, will never
ifluence my judgment. We have con-

structed three lines at the present time
which will give US an opportunity of test-
ing the wisdom of this system of land

settlement and agricultural development.
I do not think there is the necessity for
pushing forward these lines on the basis
we are pushing themn forward at the pre-
sent time. Before I get on to this par-
ticular line, I desire to say at the outset
that when I first went into the question
of light spur lines, I took at keen interest
in the possibility of constructing them
at the cheapest possible rate. I dis
cussed it at various times wvith different
engineers, to see if we ats a Government
could not construct cheap) lines somewhat
similar to railways operated by the
different timber companies in this State.
From iny visit of inspection to the
Dowerin line that was recently opened
for traffic, I amn satisfied we have solved
the p~roblemn of cheap construction, and I
desire to give every credit to the Public
Works Department for the way in which
they have constructed that line. They
have carried out the cheap system of fol-
lowing, the contour of the country, and in
following the contour of the country
in order not to get steep) grades, the
engineers have had to leave good
country and go through sand-
plain, and we passed through some saud-
plain going fromi Gooinalling to Dowerin.
This does not condemn the Goomalliug-
Dowerin line. Tn order to get ai cheap
line, the engineers must avoid cuttings and
embankmnts. We must get the line
through country that does not undulate
to any great extent; and possibly the
engineers were influenced to a great
extent, to get an easy grade, in placing
the line where it is, from Goomalling, to
Dowerin. I give the Public Works
Department every credit for the cheap
way they have constructed the line. The
sleepers are of the cheapest possible
manufacture; they are simply round
timber split, and they have been cut, ats
one can see, from the side of the railway
as it goes through the different portions
of the country that is timbered. T here
was only a small portion of the country
timbered, hUt there was sufficient timber
there to enable the department ito S'cu~re
sufficient sleepers. The culverts have
been constructed in the cheapest possible
manner, and while of the cheapest possible
mnake the style is effective. Generally
speaking, that line was well thought ou~t
and studied by the engineers, and reflects
great credit on them considering their
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instruc~tions to build a good serviceable
line at the cieapest possible outlay.
There is one thing, I am a little dis-
appointed about in that line. I think
they have not devoted sufficient attention
to drainage. The relply 1 know Will he
that the line is not used] in the winter
timne. Fortunatelyv in the winter tine
the agricultural lines aire not used to anyv
great extent, all the heavy traffic being
carried in the summelur time, andl the rain
will not affect the line or the traffic. to
any great extent.

1M6. GULL :o dOWue0s that pan out
when a mani is holdi ng prod] e for market
in the winter time ?

Ma. JOHINSON: The position is that
we do not -wish to eilcour.Lg them to
hold their produce. The people we are
trying, to assist by the construction of
ligrht linies will have to realise that they
must get their traffic through in summer,
anid that the line cannot be operated to'
any great extent during winter. I per-
sonally believe thle farmners will ,ive every
assistance in the operation of the light
lines, and that they realise they must
encourage and assist the Government to
operate on the cheapest possible scale.
Consequently, I believe the farmiers will
endeavour to get their produce through
d ii ring thbe su miner mion ths. At the samne
time, we have to bear in mnind that drain-
age will assist mlaterially in keeping down
the cost of mnaintenance. Portions of the
line which could have been drained
cheaply, I observed, had no drains at all,
though other portions were drained.
Generally speaking, however. I think
drainage has been neglected to perhaps
an undue extenUt, and though of course
1 (10 not pose as an engineer, I trust I
muay say that it struck Me, in looking at,
the line as we passed over it, that drain-

aewas a matter that had been neglected.
I believe the only way to test the ques-
tionJ is to have the line operated for a
termi of 12 mionths, at the end of which
-we shall be able to see whether any n~or-
tion .f the construction lisbeen neglected,
and whether ini future lighlt lines we can
profit by experiec made in the opera-
tion of this light line, particularly with a
view to the construct ion of other lines.
While 1 realisl! thaLt thle problem of cheap
construction has pnrtical3' been solved,
my visit also convinced inc that we must
exercise very great care as to thme beali-

ties and routes selected for the building
of these lines. During the journey the
commaent of pretty well every membher of
Parliament was, "This is only a sand-
plain, nothing hut a sandplain; and
where is the justification for the expendi-
tore of this mone 'y in opening up what is
only a sandplain ? " It is true there
were stretches of good land, and that the
good land was extensively cultivated, but
the proportion of good land was very
small compared with the area of sand-
plain over which we passed. I realise
that it is possible the land on each side
of the line is good, and that perhaps we
could not see the good land in passing
over the railwa 'Y. It is also possible tha t
the land ait the head of the railway is of
a superior class, so superior as to justify
the bridging of that sandplain. We
have to bear in ind, farther, that if the

Igood land is there it will be necessary in
manyl eases to make roads over the sand-
plaini. The farmers encouraged to settle
in the locality must have facilities for
bringing their produce to mnarket, and it
is impossible for themv to reach the rail-
way- unless a road be muade. It is
possible, also, that if the good land is
there the line is justified by the fact that
ibridlges: the sandp lain; because, after

all, this line constructAed at a cheap cost
will prove in the longy run less expensive
than read-making. M -y point, however,
is that in passing over the line we were
coin renting On the fact that the land

was veypoor, and that we were com-
pelledtoyapply to those interested in the
district-in fact, to the umembers for the
dwistrit-for exact information as to the
whereabouts of the good land, and as to
justification for the construction of the
line. And it is so in connection With all
these railways. We -have at present
agitations in various parts of the
country for agricultural light lines;
we have an agitation in the Great
Southern district, in the South-Western
district, and in other portions of
our agricultural areas ; and the posi-
tion seems to be that all the evidence
justifyVin the construction of a, line
cMes from the member for the district
in which it is to be constructed.

MINISTERIAL MEsMBER: Surely that is
not SO?

AIR. JOHNSON: Take the particular
line under discussion, Of course, the

Preston Tralley [6 Drct mnrp, 1906.)
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Minister moved the second read ing, of the
Bill; but the information, r say it with
all due respect, given on the motion for
the second reading was Dot as extensive
as one might desire.

Ns9 PREMIER:' It Was the maost corn1-
lprebensive information ever given in
connection with any Railway Bill ever
brought down.

MR. JOHNSON: The Premier con-
siders that the information was the most
comprehensive ever given. It may be so,
and yet it may still be insufficient. Take
the line just referred to, the O-oomalling-
Dowerin line, I looked' up only this
afternoon the information given on that
line, and found that practically no infor-
mation was given. Now we have a little
wore information given on the present
line, and perhaps more comflprehellsive
information ; but still that information
may not be sufficient. I am of opinion
that we have not had sufficient informa-
tion on this proposition. First, we have
the Minister giving info rmation ; then
the Minister is followed by the member
for Collie (Mr. Ewing), an interested
party, a member coming from the par-
ticular district affected, at member repre-
senting the South-West. That memiber
consequently rises in his place influenced
by the agitation in his district. Influenced
by his electors, he comes forward to con-
vince the House that his district is
deserving of better and more favourable
consideration than is any other district.
So here we have the line advocated by
one who is interested in the district.
Then we have the member for W~elling-
ton (M~r. Hay' ward), another interested
party, interested in the South- West,
rising to recommend this line forfavour-
able consideration.

MR, HAYWARD: I am not personally
interested at all.

MnI. JOHNSON: No; but the hon,
member is more interested in the South-
West than in the Great Southern district,
is interested to a greater extent than I
am, to a greater extent than are numerous
other members of the House; and the
fact remains that he is an interested
Jparty seeking to convince the House that
his particuhtr locality should receive con-
sideration at the hands of the Govern-
mient in preference to other localities.
Consequently, we are in this position: it
is possible that tbe Government, influ-

encedi by inembers. sitting on their sid(
of the House and interested in particulai
districts, mnay be induced to bring for,
ward a proposition, the claims of whici
en this House are not so strong as ar(
those of other propositions which perhapi
are being overlooked. There is also
possibility, and indeed an absolute danger
of this House being persuaded to buik
lines, not because the claims of thost
lines on this House are greater than th(
claims of other propositions, but becaust
at certain district has more infiuenc6 than
other d is tricts wh ich are bein g overlooked
It must also be borne in mind that not
Only has the South-West influential
representaives, from a GovernmLent point
of view. in this Chamber, hut that isi
another place it has members interested
iii tis particular locality, members witb
much influence in political circles. Con.
secjuently, while I do not think they I&r
unduly using their influence, I just
emphasise the point to mnake it, clear that
there is a, possibility of political influencE
getting into these agricultural light lines,
and. that this political influence may dc
harm eventually to the State and to thE
systemn of agricniltnral light lines.

MR. FouLIKEs: Of course that applie
to the Norseman Railway also ?

MRt. JOHNSON : Yes; of course ii
applies to all railways. We know what
was the experience of Victoria; we know
that in that State railways have beeni
constructed and pulled up. On thc
introduction of those lines into the Vic-
torian Parliament members rose in their
places to use the samne arguments whichi
haLve been advanced here to-day, mem
hers interested in the particular dcistricts
where lines were to be constructed,
Those members had influence and elo.
quence enough to convince the Victorian
Parliament that the particular liners
were justified, and should receive con-
sideration in preference to other proposi.
tions urged by other parts of the State.
We know, however, from experience that
those interested parties painted their
propositions a little bit brighter than the
circumstances warranted. Government
and Parliament, led away by the clo.
quence of those gentlemen, constructed
certain lines, wvith the result that to-day
in some eases they are not being worked,
and in others have been pulled up.

-[ASSEM BLY]. Railivay Bill.
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AIR. ILtINGWORTR : How many have
been pulled up?~

Ai. JOHNSON: I do not know how
many, but lines have been pulled up in
Victoria.

AIR. ILLINGWORTH : Only one line, I
think.

Ma. JOHNSON: I will not argue the
point-a line has been pulled uip in Vie-
toria, and that fact shows that we need
to exercise great rare in regard to these
propositions. We have to realise, also,
thattno particular necessity exists for haste
in this matter. We have to-day under con-
struction lines which it will take us all our
timetofinance. Itill11be some considerable
time before we get the money for the
propositions now before [lie House; con-
sequently, there is no particular hurry,
no need to rush things atall. After pre-
litmary authority for construction has
been obtained, we still have to get the
money. Therefore, I say again, there is
no need to hasten :in~deed, there is
danger in hastening, because we have not
had sufficient information on these pro-
positions. I shiould be the last to oppose
any agricultural railways. I do not want
to oppose agricultural development lines;
but what I do want is to see that the House
is not persuaded to the construction of
one line which does nut possess the same
claims as another proposition in another
district. Whitt we want to insure is tha't
the most necessary lines shall be built,
and I am satisfied that in order to obtain
that assurance we need a special board to
inquire into the question, a board abso-
lutely uninterested in the various locali-
ties and entirely free from political
influence, and free fronm public agitators,
free from all other considerations than an
instruction to advise Parliament which of
the lines proposed should receive first
consideration, and what route those par-
ticular lines should take. I commend
this suggnestion to lion. members. I want
the House to realise that in suggesting
this we aire not actuated by a desire to
oppose agricultural light lines. I could
not possibly oppose agricultural light
lines ; lbecause for years past, while at
goldfield nmembler, I alway- s miaintainevd
that in a country like this, a country of
huge distances, the only mieans of de-
veloping agricultural resources is to
encourage lanid settlement by a systemt of
agricultural light lines. Consequently, I

cannot oppose such propositions; bitt I
do say, while advocating them, that
instead of passing these particular
lines we should submit them to a
special board which will advise Par-
liamtent exactly as to the virtues of
the several propositions and their relative
merits. I do so with no desire to defeat
any particular railway, but merely in
order to protect the State, and to protect
the system of agricultural railways ;
because we know that if we go too hastily
into these propositions there is a a possi-
bility of our making them so unpopular
that we shall absolutely defeat what is a
good system of agricultural development.
Anything can be made unpopular by bad
administration, by being unduly rushed
without proper information; and it is
quite possible that we may do this in
connection with agricultural lines. The
hion. member (Mr. Foulkes) has stated
that this remark applies to the Norseman
Railway; but it must be borne in mind,
so far as the Norseman proposition is
concerned, that we have had a board of
advice, and therefore have a basis to
work on.

MR. EWING: The report of the board
of advice shows an estimated annual loss
of £11,000.

AIR. JOHNSON: That is so, and if
we had the samne board reporting on this
line what would the estimated loss be?

MR. EWING : No loss at all.
MR. JOHNSON: As to that we have

only the authority of the lion. member,
an interested paty.

MR. EWING : It is not my information.
MR. JOHNSON: The hion. member

knows full weUl that he would give more
support to a line in the South-West thtan
to a line in the Great Southern district.
We are all human beings. I know per.
fectly wvell that I would give more
encouragement to and if possible speak
umore eloq uentlY in favour of aproposition
to benefit Guildford than in connection
with one to benefit Fremantle. It is
useless to say one would not do so. We
look at everything as it affects our par--
ticular electorate. The lion. member is
c-ertai ',lv more favourable to a proposition
benefitin 'g the South-West than to one
benefiting the Great Southern district.

MR. EWING: No.
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MRt. JOHNSON: It is idle for him to
deny it. Being huzman, we are all in-
fluenced in the same direction.

MR. ILLINowoaRTH: Human nature is
not always the same.

MR. JOHNSON: True; but in these
matters we are all infl uenced al ike. We
are elected by the people of at given
locality, and we do the best we possiby
can for that locality so far as local re-
quiremnents are concerned. Our Politic.s
may suit that locality and other localities
as well, but as far as local requirements
go we are bound to be parochial and to
use all our influence in order to get for
our district the most favourabhle con-
sideration that we possibly can f rom the
Government. Every member is built
the same way.

Mn. EWING: Who would constitute
the expert boardP Government officials?

MR~. JOHNSOSN: Yes; Government
officials. The Engineer-ini-Chief, the
State Mining Engineer, an d Mr. Douglas,
the Superintendentof Working Railways
at Kalgoorlie, are three expert mnen who
could give a report on the three main
factors governing the justification for the
construction of a6 line.

Mn. EWING: The Premier has had
special reports from them already.

MR. JOHNSON: The Premier has
not obtained expert reports in connection
with this line.

THEi PREMIER:. - What do you call
those men, then ? Whom do you call
experts P

ALL. JOHNSON: I have not seen any
expert reports. I have heard of officers
of the Lands Departmient going out and
reporting how much land has been alien-
ated, how much is under crop, and all the
rest of it; but they have not been ap-
pointed to advise as to whether a line
from Goomalling to Wickepin, say, is
more advantageous than a line from
Donnybrook to the Preston River~, or
from Donny' brook to the U9pper Black-
wood. We have not given themn power
to go into the relative merits of the
different propositions, or to thoroughly
go into the question of the possible cost,
the possible traffic, and the possible
results to this State.

THEPFRE311ER: YOU have the Engineer-
in-Chief's costs; you have his estimate.

MR. JOHNSON: We have the costs,
but the fact remains that we have not the

evidence we should have in this House.
It is no use for the Premier to come along
and state that Mr. Muir went over theC
country and estimated this, that, andi the
other P

THE PREMIER: 1 never mentioned his
name in connection with it.

MR. JOHNSON : But Mr. Muir is the
officer who generally goes into these
questions. He gives his report to the
Engineer-in-Chief, and the figures are
checked by the Engineer-in-Chief, a man
in whom I have absolute conffidence. But
there is no doubt We have not the same
information, or the same board has not
been appointed to go into this with the
same instructions as the board in con-
nection with the Norseman Railway. The
member for Collie states that there is
going to be a loss on the Norseman Rail -
Way.

Ma. EWING: I did not say that., I
said the expert board said it.

MR. JOHNSON: That is to say the
board says there is going Lu be a loss.
We know how they calculated their
figures. Their traffic was based on
the existing traffic. It is for us as
members of Parliament to say exactly what

hh psicl extension will be. 'We are
called upon to go into the possible exten-
sion of buisiness in that locality by the
construction of the line, but we have a
basis to work on, something to start
upon, and above everything else we have
the report of the. State Mfining Engineer
as to the value of the different mining
propositions in that district. We shall
have an Opportunity of speaking on this
particular line, and I do not want to go
at any great length into the Norsemuan
proposition, but I do want to emphasise
that there we have a proposition affecting
the goldfilds, and the then Governn1t.
which first took seriou sly into considera-
tion the construction of a line to Norse-
ma tdappvointed a board, a non-political

boranon-interested board, to report
1to Parliament exactly what that propo-
sition was worth, ;vhether it was ju"stified
or not. We got their report, and to miy
mind their report absolutely justifie-s the
construction of that line. All I ask is
that the same consideration or thle same
methods should be- adopted in connection
with these light agricul~tural railways.
Take the proposition forthe line from New-
castle to Bolgart. There we have ab distinct
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illustration Of What Public agitation can
do. It was stated by the member for the
district, speaking outside the House, that
he would do something unless that line
was constructed. We have his con-
stituency absolutelyv supporting a conten-
tion of that description, and coming
along as the Premlier states at the point
of the bayonet and saying, " You must
bring down a Bill for the construc-
tion of that line." There is the political
influenice.

Tnsi PRuxisa: He cannot very well
cross thle floor unless hie cuts himself in
hair.

MR. JOHNSON: I do not say the
hon. miember is going to cross the
floor, hut I simply use this as an
illustration that. it is, necessary -we
should have some special board, free
from all political influence, free from
public agitation, in order that we
as members of Parliament can get ime-
partial reports on these propositions
before we take the serious step of passing
them through the Ohanniber. [Interjec-
tion.] 1 think it is the right timne to
have this proposal because we have the
Bill before us. It cannot be urged by
memibers that by making this appoint-
ment and hr having a board to go, into
the question we are delaying the master,
because we are not delaying it. It is
true that we delay the passage of the
Measure through thec H-ouse for a little
while, but it will not delay the construc-
tion of the line, because for the next 12
mionths or 18 months we cannot possibly
start. We have the Loan Bill through,
but we have to obtain the money and we
have other works to finish. We have to
get them working, and by the time we
get them completed we shall get our loan
throughi, I trust, and have sufficient
money then to start this proposition, pro-
vided that Parliament in its wvisdom,
when it gets this report, which I trust
it will get from expert officers, passes
the measure. It will not delay the con-
struction at all, it will not delay starting;
and consequently a suggestion of this
sort cannot be interpreted into a, desire
to oppose the raitwvar, but rather into a
desire. to do the best possible for this
State, and to convince thu people of the
State, those who are not interested in
agricultural districts particularly, that
we are exercising a care that the money
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which we are borrowing in London to
construct these railways shall not be
wasted, and tha we are not going to
goive spe-cial consideration to any district,
but that every district will get a fair
show from the expert officers, and Par! it-
went will placze be Fore them propositions
that deserve the first. consideration.
I do not want to say anly miore
on thle question at thle present time.
I take it that we shall have a
little more information, even onl the
second reading. I know that it is the
intention of the Leader of the Op-
positioni to move, as lie outl in ed
last night, that all these propositions
be submitted to a spocial board, and
I think- this proposal is worthy of the
serious consideration of mnembers. T
only spokie to convince members that in
proposing this we do not do it with a
desire to oppose the construction of these
lines, but rather we do it to get the best
information possible, and to protect the
State against the expenditure of public
moneys on propositions that possibly
after all do not justify construction.

Mu. A. C. GULL (Swan): A few re-
marks fell fronm the member for Guild-
ford which I certainly cannot allow to
pass without a challenge, and without
drawing the, attention of the head of the
Governiment. to thlen. Speaking of these
agricultural railways he said that the
most of thle traffic would be dlone in the
summter time ;that it was not contem-
pilated that the lines would be strong
enough to hear winter traffic. That
seemis to m-e one of the most extra-
Ordinary suggestions that could possibly
be wuade. Are you going to build at rail-
warv of a toy description that can only he
Operated during the sumlmer months?"
If any lion, member thought that, it
would be his bounden duty to vote against
every agricultural railway before the
House. It iS a most absurd proposi-
tion. Veryv often the chief value of a
raihvav to a farmetr is that he is able to
hold Is own stuff in his own farm, in his
ow" sheds, without having to pay cost to
the middleman in town to store his stuff.
It is the building of these railways that
is to give hiuL an opportunity of getting
the best possible price hie c:an for his pro-
duce, and not having to bundle it inito
town in summer time when bie would
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have to sell it for what he could
get. The bon. member seems rather to
think that is what one ought to do. One
of the chief objects of the construction of
these railways is to give the fanner an
opportunity of hanging on to his stuff to
get a, prop~er market. As regards the
question of the drainage of these lines, if
these lines are not drained as ivell as
they might be in the first instance they
certainly will have to be drained, because
althoughi built cheaply, if the drainage is
neg-lected-and I do not suppose for a
mnoment it will be-instead of these being
cheap railways they will be the most
expensive railways we could build in the
country. I think it right that the fallacy
propounded by the hon, member should
be contradicted before it goes out to the
public, and it is on that account I have
risen, because my views of railway exten-
sion were expressed by me when the
Loan Bill was before the House, I
realise that this is the one line of develop-
ment that is practically open~ to us under
the federation of Australia, and because
of that and because of its inducing
fresh settlement and mnore production, to
do away with an immense amount of the
importation of foodstuffs from. the other
States, I support making agricultural
railway extension. I amn pleased to say
I shall vote for nearly all these railways,
if not all. At the same time I agree that.
it would be a good plan if a board of
advice were established to look into these
various proposals before they are brought
down to the House. I do not want to
see a board of experts appointed, simply
because if you send out a board of' pro-
fessional railway men they viewv it puirely
from a professional railw ay standpoint.
Men with good common01 Sense and a good
practical knowledge of the country and
of the class of land that grows wheat in
Westerna Australia are the men I -would
munch rather see appointed a board than
the ordinary, so-called experts, who are
supposed to know everything and gener-
ally know it from their own professional
point of view only.

Ali. C. H. LAYMAN (Nelson):- I do
not intend to take up many minutes of
the time of the House in speaking on the
seconding reading of this Bill, for I
recognise that it is onlyv a waste of time
for members to traverse the smne ground

as has been gone over by previous
speakers. The 'Premier in introducing
this Bill dealt very thoroughly with the
sublject, and several others who have
s])okeni on the Bill have also dealt with it
thoroughly. Therefore, I consider there
is no excuse for we to take up the time
of the House. I desire to state that I
consider this is one of the most urgent
public works the Governmient can possibly
undertake. With one exception there is
more Justification for the construction of
this line than for any other that has been
suggested, In other words I am of
opinion that it is one of the best pro-
positions in connection with our railway
extension. This line in the first place
opens up that fertile strip of country
known as the Preston Valley. The route
extends through the whole length of that
valley; a strip of country that is noted as
being one of the most fertile in the State,
a country of great possibilities, admirably
suited for intense cultivation, the growth
of fruit and root crops, and dairy-
ing. It is a country in which there
is no waste land. All the land not
cultivable is excellent timber country.
The route, after leaving the Preston
Valley, passes witi easy distance of
one of the best timber areas in the State.
I know personally that the small timber-
millers are now at their wits' end to find
timber; and undoubtedly this line, if
construcd, will be availed of by those

Ma1. AwowiN: Resume a lot of the
*timber c ountry niow in the hands of a

1 colu])auy whichi does not comply with the
coniditionis.

MR. LAYMAN: I do not know
whether such couintry can be taken back
from the company ibut all the timber

*country now within easy distance of rail-
way comninuuicatiou is held under leases,
and is not available for the small mill.
owner; and if we do not open up some
new forests, the smnall men will have to
c;lose down, and the whole industry will
be in the hands of one or- two large
companies. Scarcity of information can
hardly be urged as an argument against
this railway. For ten years past-the line
has been asked for. T do not think a
year has passed without a request for
its construction. The route, after leaving
the forest, passes into the valley of the
Blackwood River, where it will open an
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enormous area of cultivable land. It
will open upl that splendid country on
Denningup Brook, Scott's Brook, and in
the Tweed area, including a large stent
of country now utilised for grazing
Sheep, winch area will then be avail.
able for cultivation. I amn prepared
to say the construction of the line
will increase tenfold the produce grown
in the districts served, and I believe the
line will be extended in the near future
to the Great Southern Railway, thus
connecting it with the South-Western.
From Boyup Brook to the line in course
of construction rromi iatanning to
Kojonup is about forty miles, and the
route traverses some excellent counltry.
I consider this will be one of the best
lines the Government can possibly under.
take. I have much pleasure in support-
ing the second reading.

MR. WV. D, JOHNSON: I desire to
move an amendment.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
has already spoken. Another memnber
can move the amendment.

MnR. J. SCAD D AN (I vanhoe) : I move
the following amendment-

That the words "now read a second time"
be struck out, and "inquired into by a comn-
mittee of experts, who shall report upon the
projec't at an early (late," be inserted in lieu.
I am not opposed to the construction of
agricultural lines, hot I ami certainly
opposed to the attitude adopted last
session and on the present occasion,
when the Government introduce, at the
fag-end of the session, such inmportant
measures as we have now on the Notice
Paper. We should have every oppor-
tunity, if necessary, even of visiting the
district in question, to ascertain at first
hand 'whether the lines are absolutely
essential. We have no information now
before the Hlouse. The Premier informed
us some weeks ago that hie would submit
to us in print the whole of the infornma-
tion in the hands of the Government. If
what we hlave received is the only infor-
mation the Government possess, the con-
struction of these agrienltural railways is
not justified, because the figures have
been obtained from persons who have
been advocating the construction of the
lines.

Mn. Ewixo: They are Government
figures.

MR. SOAI'DAN: I may tell the lion.
member, not in respect of this line but
of another, that the Government have been
supplied with figures which in my opinion
have not been checked; and that, if
checked, they wvill be found absolutely
incorret. Members them selves require an
opportuinity to check such figures; and
then, as the member for North Fremantle
Points out, the figures are only estimates.
We wish to know the actual figures, and
to obtain the opinions of persons other
than advocates for the railways, as to
whether the figtures are correct. Per-
sonally I amn not satisfied of their cor-
rectness. As to the Donnybrook Railway
proposaLl, T have no great knowledge of
the country, and that is one reason why
I require time to got. farther informationt
from persons not in any way interested.

IUnfortunately, much of the information
has been gathered from persons residing
inl thle district and desiring the railway;
and 1 venture to say it will be hard to find
any district in the agricultural portion of
the State that would not warrant the
construction of a line if, by way of
warranty, we were to take holus bolus,
without consideration, the figures sub-
initted by those to be benefited. I have
read newspaper reports of deputations
to the Premier and other members of
the Goverimnt, at wvhich certain figures
were supplied. I venture to say, it we
are to accept those figures, the best thing
Parliament can do is immediately to
construct the line, which ought to be a
paying piroposition. But I am not sure
the Government are prepared] to accept
those figutres, and I do not think they
should ILSk the House to accept the~m
until figures canl be checked by members.
We bare nothingy but bare figures, and
no account of how the figures were comn-
piled. In one case certain persons busied
themselves in collecting figures which, I
bclieve, have been accepted by the
Govern ment. NMoreover, other persons
have submitted figures which they have
proved to be correct. They have given
the names of the landholders, the
areas cleared and now being prepared for
cultivation. But, on thle other hland,
persons interested in the construction of
a certain line have submitted figures
showing nothing except the area under
cultivation and the area likely to be cul-
tivated next year; and the House i.4

[6 T)Fcr3mmi, 1906.]Pre.-lon Valley



8488 Preston Valley [ASSEMBLY.] Railway Bill.

expected to give authority for construct-
ing such lines at great expense without
being satisfied that the lines are wvar-
ranted. Oniy a few days ago several
members travelled over anl agricultural
spur line. In the last Parliament and
for some considerable time previously,
we were led to believe it would pay the
State well to construct that railway. I
refer to the Gooiualling-Dowerin spur
line. I admit I supported that line, the
only line I did support last session. But
T have to express my surprise at finding
that a great portion of the route traverses
what is termed sandplain, and ver 'y poor
sandplain at that. With regard to the
forest land it traverses, I halve only to
say I believe it is good country, and jar-
ticularly is it good for settlers of slender
means, because the land is easy to clear
and light to work. Bunt I venture to say
that line will not pay working expenses,
much less interest and sinking fund, for
the next ten years. [TuE HONORARY
MINISTER: What] Sufficient land of
the quality required is not there, and we
shall not get the necessary yield from the
district. Parliamnent should consider
whether we are to make Western Aus-
tralia an absolute gridiron, fromi a rail-
way standpoint, irrespective of whether
the railways will pay. That matter wve
should study closely, and the Govern-
trect would do well to accept the amend-
ment and obtain farther information. I
amn satisfied nO Member of the House
will opp)ose the construction of any
line which can be shown to be ad-
vantageous to the agricultural indus-
try, and to be capable of patying
anthting like working costs. I should
not even ask that it pay interest until
ten years at least have passed, because I
think, wve can do wvell by fostering our-
agricultural and every othier industry.

MR. E. 0. BARNETT' (Albany):; On
previotus occasions I have advocated the
formation of at board to incquire into the
construction of such railways; hence I
will support the amendment, mlore par-
ticularly as there is little probability of a
commencement being made with this line
till after the loan recently authorised by
the House is successfully floated, and
such flotation is not likely to take place
in the near future. In taking this stand
I follow out what I have advocated on

more than one occasion. No member of
the Houlse would do more than I to pro-
vide either ag~ricultujral or mineral rail-
waVs, if proper authorities submitted
satisfactory reports recommending their
construction ; and if the Government con-
sent to the appointment of the proposed
board, and theo report is favourable to the
construction of these agricultural iall-
wvs, they will have moy support. But

itill more information is laid before the
House, information obtained from indo-
pendent and disinterested persons, in-
formation which members cannot spare
the time to obtain, I shall withhold my
support. I consider the proper means of
obtaining that information is through a6
board, and I will support the construc-
tionl Of any line) o which the board
reports favour-ably.

Tn HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. Mitchell) : I should like to say in
reference to this line from Donnybrook
to the Upper Preston that I. have visited
this country more than Once lately, and I
can assuj-e the Rouse the land through
which the line passes is good indeed.
Without the railway it is impossible to
develop this country. It is impossible
for at man .50 miles from railway corn-
inunication to develop his land to the
fullest extent. It is quite impossible to
make the best use of it, and, as the mem-
',er for Nelson pointed out, a great deal
of this country to-day is running stock,
and in that connection is not put to its
best avdvantage. Whilst on a trip
recently I had the pleasure of seeing some
of the improved estates in that locality,
and I can assure members the improved
land I saw is doing excellent work.
There is not at shadow of doubt about it.
This country is very suitable for the pro-
duction of fruit, ailso of sheep, and is
Suitable for dairying, and the laud that
is not suitable for the purposes mentioned

*is marmymg jarrah which will be turned to
good account. I believe it would have
been a good thing if the Government
could have seen their way to run a line
from Donnybrook to leojonup. I am
not very munch in favour myself of

1many short spur railways, but I think
the time has come when this country
should be op)ened up, And that we should
be required to produce the food necessary
to Necd the people of the State. The
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line from Donnybrook to the Upper'
Preston will do niuch in that direction.
When the Leader of tie Opposition was
speaking last night lie referred to the
"ona~hug line, and lie said the line to

3oomalling passed throughi excellent
-nuntry, much of which was uinder cultiva-
;ion, but hie said tbe line was run at a
oss of £3,300 at revar. The working
expenses of this line ace fairly heavy.
rho Maintenance of the permanent waly
Led the traffic expenses coliBe to sxbout.
£-5,220 per annum, and these expenses
ire altogether too heavy. Thle earning
:redited to the railway for year ending
30th Mardi, 1905, was £4,048 17s. 10d.;
)UE I would like to point out that the
,ross. earnings which originated on this
mne tot alled £13,114, and the gross
onnage hauiled over the line during the
-ear amiounted to '20,320 tOns. Surely
a the interests of the other lines of the
ountry this linte from Northamn to Goo-
m1aling has done excellent work. If these
10,000 tons of produce had not been pro.
need, the other lines in the State would
ertainlv have carried that quantity less.
f mnembers will look at tha rate-book
hey will see that the rate for grain for
0 miles is 5s. 5d., whilst for long dis-
fle(es the 800-mile rate is .21 Is. 3d.
'vcryone knows when a traveller goes
ito the country to obtain produce he buys
tnder the mrost favourable conditions.

'hie umajority of the produce grown in
-ii district is, either purchased by mer-
hiants in Perth or Fremantle, or on the
rldfields, therefore uch of the stuiff is
ablject to I he long-distance rate, hut
nly a small portion of the freight is
.edted to the line on which it originuated.
a the case of 0-oomalling, no doubt we
iould find much of the produce which
sses over the line is credited at 3s. per
wn, and if it is a 300-mile rate it is
-edited with about 2s. 2d. No one
ishes to argrue that that is a fair thing;
Lit if this line had not been built the
),00Q tons. of produce would not have
?en 1 roduced. If members will for a
oment think, they will agree that it is
teessarv iu the interests of the State to
)en up the lands of the State and
ake them produce just as much as they
10 capable of produicing. Thor will agree
at. the Leader of the Opposition was
rang when he would have us believe the
fly line paying in the State was that

front Freinantle to Kalgoorlic. I do not
understand why lie introduced that argia-
mneet. If we confined ourselves to that
one line we should not, 1)0 producing
much in this State: we Should be convey-
ing a great deal of produce which was
grown in the Eastern States, but we
should not be able to open up the coun try

I to the extent -we bare done. The last
Ispeaker made somie reference to the line
from Goonialling to Dowerin, a distance
of some 15 miles. The land to the east-
ward is alternately sandplain amid rich
land. Unfortunately the rich patches in
this district are so situated that it Was
necessary to run the 15 miles of line over
sandplain to a large extent in order that
a greater area of good land might be
served. I know this country wvell, and I
know the wheat land in this district
served by this line to Dowerin is second
to none in tis State. Each year for the
past six or seven years very large aver-
ages have been obtained, and one farmer
in the district served by the O-ooinalling-
Dowerin line reaped seven bags of wheat
to the acre. I think it needs very little
argument from me to convince members
that thbe right thing was dlone when this
large tract of country was opened up.
Notwithstanding the fact that the line
does run over saudplain, I can assure
the House that it does serve a vast area
of very excellent land indeed, and I can
assure the House too that the line is so
constructed that it will bear extension.
To the eastward of the terminus we have
the Cowcowing areas, which are practi-
cally Unlimited. There are very excel-
lent lands which will to seine extent
be served by the present 15 miles of
line, but thme extension of another 15
miles will open up the area to a greater
extent. It is quite possible for the land
that is served by that line to produce
half a million bushels of wheat. It is not
only possible for- the land to do this, but
I venture to say that in a very little time
if the right people get hold of the land,
it -will produce %heat to the extent I hare
mentioned. Will any members say that
we are not justified in building 1k miles
of railway at a cost of something like

IX15,000 for the purpose of oeigup
country that will produce so much ? It
seems to me that the Cost Of runlningr this
line, added to the interest and siinking
fund, should not be more than £2.000o
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per annum, and if that is so, at a, very
low freight indeed it will take 16,000
tons of produce to pay the working ex-
penses, the interest, and the sinking fund.
I know so much about this district that
I have no hesitation in saying that in the
very near future the interest and sinking
fund will be provided by the traffic on
this 'line. I am referring to the line frona
Goomalling to Dowerin, over which so
nmnny members had an opportunity of
passing a few days ago. The Premier,
knowing the country, did not hesitate to
provide a special train so that members
should see the class of line put down.
He knew that this railway ran over sand-
plain country, because he had been there
a week or two before, and hie knew the
land which was being opened up fully
justified the line, and be expected meme-
hers who made that visit would realise
that when they were told hry people who
knew that good land did exist would
believe it. It is not possible for anyone
to see very far, especially in that country.
I suppose the greatest distance one can
see at any time is three or four miles, and
beyond that we have these several areas
that have been cut up of good land
capable of producing a good deal. I am
right in saying that this line from
Northam to Dowerin will open tip some
of the very best land in this State.

Hit. SPEAKcERt The question before
the House is the amendment.

THE HONORARY MINISTER: This
line has been referred to so often by the
Leader of the Opposition and others who
have spoken, that f thought I was justi-
fled in mentfionir g these facts, and I hope
I have shown members that in building
this line the Government did the right
thing. To go back to the Donnybrook
line, I am sure the Government are doing
the right thing to construct this line to
the Upper Preston. This country should
be opened up very speedily. I have gone
through that country on more than one
occasion, and I passed through with the
object of ascertaining for myself the
nature of the land, and I also passed
through more than once for the purpose
of ascertaining if the Government were
justified in building the line from Katan-
fling to Rojonup, and when they decided
to build the line from Donnybrook I had
no hesitation in saying that it was justi-
fled. In regard to the work being done

on the land that will he served by thi
railway, some years ago a, settler wen
into that district a. distance of 40 mile
f romi the Bridg-etown Railway, and to-d.
he is doing, well indeed. I mention thi
to show that the country is tested an,
proved to be really good. One thing
connection with thle Donnybrook line
that the freight will be provided as sou
as the railway is built. There is n
doubt about the quality of the timber i
the locality, and as soon as transport
provided the timber will be used.

MR. ,J. A. S. STUART (Mt. Leonora)
1 reluctantly deprecate the somewba
sullen attitude of the Government in thi
matter, the members of which seemin t
require that we should drag whlateve
information we wish from them. Thi
information should comen spontaneousti
I am in favour of the construction of th
lines mentioned, provided-I think I sai
this about the first speech I made in tli
Hou se-that infortuatio n was forthcomin
from the Government that would j ustif
me in favouring these lines. I think
is a mnatter for regeret that the Goverr
went will not consider the exigenciesc
the times and give us the informatioi
without which we are not justified
committing the country to expenditure o
these railways. I could not say at th
present time that I could either hout
the prospect of this particular line c
blast it, aud do so conscientiously.
am not going to give a rote on
subject of which I am ignorant, if I a
h elp it; and r th ink thocGo vernminent mi gh
well take us into their confidence an
be as Spontaneous with the informnatic
as the justice of their ease would justif
them in being. I am Of opilnion thai
where acres of land and tons and tons c
crop are in question, I cannot oppose th
construction of a railway so long as
know that pretty well every tilne we si
down to a meal we are eating prodw(
from far-awLay countries, for examlil
beans and peas from the Oontinent, an
that if we sit down in a city cafo w
probably drink milk from Switzerlani
What we want to do is to put forward
policy' such as will eniable us to have on
own lproduce on our own tables, and
cannot oppose the construction of at liii
which has for its object the provision o
these products from Our own resources
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but, at the same time, in justice to other
parts of the country' I want to know that
I amn On SOuld ground iii doing this. I
want to) know, for vxample, that the
country mentioned here in certain lpro-
posas is Of the qluality and class it is
represented to be. Up to the present
moment we have nothing except a few
odd, vague, disconnected assertions from
the Goverunment sie of the Rouse to go
on; and I cannot hazard a guess as to
why the Government shouild take up this

attttide. If justified in putting these
proposals before its, why should they for
one moment object to a board of experts
who may justify to the country the
expenditure proposedP The Leader of
the Opposition the other night was
perfectly candid. He told the Govern-
mont that he was going to move a similar
amendment in connection with every line
proposed here; and the Government
Simply disregarded that, simply thought
the Leader of the Opposition was speak-
ing for the sake of speaking at this late
stage of the session. I am Sorry and dis-
appointed that the Government did not
take the hint conveyed and consider their
somewhat arrogant position. I say they are
simply sitting down, doing nothing, say-
ing nothing, arid asking us to take the
responsibility' of either throwing out
these lines, Or passing themn and taking
the responsibility if there should prove
to he anything wrong with them. I was
not in the Rouse Inst session, but I sup-
pose, in commnon with other citizens
whose every interest is centred here,
I obseprved what occurred. I know that
right at the fag-end of the session certain
railway propdsals were put forward in
bhe identical manner these are put for-
ward uiow, and I say that those proposals
have since been proved unjustified.

MINISTERS: No, no.
AIR. STUART: Then it is a matter of

)pin ion.
Tnx TREASURER:- That has been

;tated by people knowing nothing about
it.

MR. STUART: The fact that the
3overnment are trying to take this
,ourse at the end of the current session
,oes to prove that they are slow to learn.
Imarvelled during the last 12 months
vhy it was that the Government became
Lild continued increasingly to become
tu1popular, but a fortnight in this House

has convinced we of the reason: it is the
somewhat indescribable attitude which
the Ministry take up in matters of this
sort. These are proposals affec ting
pretty well every portion of the State,
and I fail to see why the Govern-
mnt should adopt such an attitude. I
may point out to hon. gentlemen opposite
that the country is resenting their atti-
tude, as is evidenced by the result of
recent b y-elections; and if the Govern-
meat want to know the secret of their
unpopularity, it is contained in the state-
ment that I 'haLve made. The country
resents this way of doing business.

OPPOSITION MEMBER: There are many
other reasons.

MR. STUART: There May be others.
I think one hon. gentleman interjected
to the effect that I was speaking of a.
subject T knewv nothing about. rossibly
I know nothing of what may be at the
bottom of it, but I know the result, and
that is all I care to know at present.
While we have people living in the
unwholesome atmosphere of the towns we

Iare not justified in refusing to build
these lines if we are convinced, if the

the land which will be served by the rail-
Way is such as Will support a populatiC-n
eng~aged in agricultural and pastoral pur-
suits. With regard to the goldIfields
railways I have nothing to sayv; I leave
them to their fate; butl IWould ask the
Government event now to agree to this
amendment, which is I think reasonable.
If their ease is ast- good as they wnake it

otto be, they can have no hesitation
whtvrin allowinog it to be Submitted

to a committee of experts, who will in all
possibility and in all probability indorse
every proposal put down here; but until
this is done I ref use to vote in favour of
any of these proposals, for the simple
reason that the information which ought
to be at our hand is not given to us. I
am therefore compelled, although in
favour of the construction of these agri-
cultural lines provided the land be suit-
able, to Support the amendment that
they be referred to a com mittee of experts
for report at an early date. I shall do
this knowing full well that such a course

*will not delay their construction if the
ireport is favourable, and I feel sure that
*it will be. At the same time, however,
I think this is not a ease for discussion
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of thle merits or thle demerits of any
iudividual line. I am speaking simply
for the sake of affirming at principle,
which is that we are' not j ustified in comn-
mitting the country to the expense out-
lined here without farther information.
I will hold to that position no matter
whether it is a goldfield line or an agri-
cultural line that is affected, and I sin-
cerely hope the Government will agree to
this amendment, and let uis cease marking
time and get onl with the business of the
country.

TRE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenan) :The amendment before the
House is that the Bill be hung up until
a board of inquiry has been constituted
and has sat and collected evidence deal-
ing with the country through which the
line is to pass, which evidence is subse-
quently to be submitted to Parliament.
Let us ask ourselves, first of all, what is
the information that is placed before the
House by those members who have a
right, from personal knowledge., to speak
of the value of the lands through which
the railway will pass. The member for
Leonora (Mr. Stuart) is quite right in
asking that every informnation should be
given to enable him to form a verdict,
and I gather from what he has said that
he has an absolutely open mind as
regards any particular proposal, and is
generally anxious to assist agricultural
settle rnent as far as possible by the
construction of lines of this character.
He, however, voices the complaint that
not sufficient informnat ion has been placed
before the House to enable him to formn
an adequate judgment in the matter.
That raises the question, what is the
information that has been placed before
the House? Apart from the speech of
the Premier in moving the second read-
ing, certain data were printed and
circulated among hon. miembers ; and it
is true that these data are only estimates,
but necessarily they must be estimates.
The member for Guildford (Mr. Johnson)
wanted definite, accurate figures; but I
submait that he, if asked to prepare
a statement for any project of this
character and given every possible
facility for preparing it and even with
every officer of the public service staff at
his disposal, would still have to describe
the result of his labours as an estimate.

It must be ati estimate, because it simplj
means that, having gone into data a-
disposal, the State officers have arrived ai
certain figures, which figures must ol
course be subject, to the final determina.
tion of experience. The figures supplici
under these conditions point out tW(
total acreage withia the sphere of infin
eace of the proposed railway; the nLunibel
of ac-res open to alieiation, that is lanW
not yet alienated; and the sphere of in
fluenee up to 15 miles, which I believ4
is agreed upon as being a reasonabh
sphere. Then, the number of acres alreadi
alienated is stated; and, farther, there J!
given a classification of unalienated. lant
and of country held under pastoral lease
It is, of course, within the knowledge o-
hon. members that land held under pas
toral lease is open to selection. One o:
the conditions of a pastoral lease is tha-
any person desirous of selecting a portiol:
of the leasehold for agricultural purpose!
is entitled to enter on the l6asebold. ThE
estimate, of course, is of the total acreagE(
of the character described in the returns
It is an estimate also as to the amioun,
of produce likely to come from that acre
age, and must remain, as I pointed out
anl estimiate inasmuch as no figure!
definite or absolutely definite can he given
But besides that printed information
which after all is almost the starting
point fromn which any member wouk
proceed in an investigation as to thi
merits of the line the House has beforn
it, we have definite statements of thos4
who have gone over the land. Now, le
me ast hon. members what ab board o:
inquiry could do. Would it not call befori
it the people who have ])ersonal knowledg(
of the nature of the country, of its capa
city for settlement, and ot the pro babilit,
of the line becoming self- supporting
within a reasonable period ? The boar:
of inquiry, I take it, would call before i
the very people who as members. of tin
House give information to the House
It is true that a board might call mon
witnesses than it is possible for the Hon sf
to avail itself of here to-day, but thE
evidence would be of exactly the sami
character. You could have no inquir3
but that. The member for Guildfor:
surely does not suggest that the boart
should tak~e evidence on oath ?

MR. JOHNSON:. But on a board ol
inquiry we should have experts.
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Tis ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
never yet knew a, person who did not
describe himself as an expert, generally
on a subject of which he knew nothing.

Ai. WALKER: YOU are an expert on
that.

Tain ATTORNEY GEITERAL: Pos.
sibly the lion, member and I bdongr to
that category, and I therefore say CallJ
men are experts, with the exception of
the two of us. The only expert evidence
obtainable in this connection is that of a
person whose occupation is that of
folowing a gricultural pursuits, and who
has crossed the ground. I suppose lion.
mnembers will admait that from the fact
that a muan usually follows the pursuit of
agriculture hie would be an agricultural
expert, and from the fact thIat hie had
crossed the count ' and seen it personally
be would be an expert in regard to tha
particular district of the State; and I
say, as I have already said, there are
those who have spoken in this House,
ta~king the responsibility on themselves
of assuring the House that they had
personally seen this country and person-
ally examined it, and that it is country
of the ch1aracter described, capable of
close settlement; and surely bon. members
would, iffsittintg as a jury, either believe
or disbelieve that evidence. And aboani
of inquiry would do exactly the samne.
So that by appointing a board we should
gain Only this: instead of witnesses
being directly before the House, instead
of members themselves having the full
Opportunity of judging the weight of
evidence by the fact that witnesses were
actually before them, we should have to
deal second-hand with a board of inquir 'y.
Would that be of any advantage? I
submit it is of the greatest possible
advantage that the evidence totbe given,
the statements to be made, should be

give and wade in this Rouse, before
this House. The member for Leonora
(,Mr. Stuart) hats freely and candidly
pointed out that if an amendment of
this Character is accepted and carried in
respect of any proposal for the con-
struction of an agricultural line, it
will be necessary to accept a similar
amendment in reard to every gold-
field line, The lion. member points
this out, and 1 say lie is candid in dbing
so; because I do not see how we can resist
it. Would nut agricultural memtbers tell

us, "You gentlemen who comne from the
goldfields are quite satisfie-d that the
maines have passed the stage of prospect-
inug and are perminanent pro positions, and
that a railway to theta would be justified.

*We recognise that you are experts, in a
certain sense, possessing, ceartain know-
ledge; but we want a board of inquiry,

Ibecause although we are esperts in our
*particular line, you think it necessary to
go beyond us and have a. board of inqui ry
in our ease." How can we resist tha
proposition ? I, for one, have no k-now-
ledge, and have never pretended to know-
ledge, of agriculture; hut as a goldfield
i nember, could I say that that argument
did not lie, had niot l ust as mnuch- force i n
regard to a goldield railway proposal as
in regard to ain agricultural proposal)
The result would be that railways which
certainly require to be constructed, and
which in some cases-I am now speaking
of goldfield railways-have been pro-
inised for years, would be postponed
until somne dilatory board of inquiry had
sat and received evidence and furnished
a report to a f utu re session of t his House,
I think that would be a most unrniti-
gated calamity, for two reasons : not only
that these railways have been so long

Ideferred, but because the very carrying
I out of this work will provide some neces-

sary relief to the labour- markett, which
at present is very considerably over-
stocked.

MR.. TROYv- That is the same cry as
last session.

Tii.ATTORNEY GENERAL: Will
the hon. Member contradict me and

Isay that if a railway were to bo built
from the Eastern Goldfields Railway to

INorseman, i t would n ot f urnish employ -
ni ent ?

MR. Txox:. I have not contradicted
you.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then
why does the hon. member interject?: If
it is correct, why object to it ? I challenge
the report of thme board of inquiry" on the
Norseinan Railway, because it was
formied on wrong data. It was uot
formed as a report should be formed, on
the possibilities of a railway, but on
actualities at the time of inquiry ; and
even as to that it was not comprehensive
enough, because it did not deal with the
traffic that those who flatter themselves
they know something of the district
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believe to exist, but was founded on some
extraordinary traffic shown by the books
of the owners of the coach running
between Coolgrardic and Norsemnan. I
say I challenge that report of the board
of inquiry as one that was not justified
by existing facts, and certainly not by
the possi bilities that would arise when
the railwvay was constructed.

Ma. ANowiN: You challenge the re-
port of one of the experts.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
I challenge is the attempt to estimate the
traffic on lines such as I have pointed
out, by taking the returns from a coach.

Ai. A.NowiN: No Parliament would
pass a Bill on that alone.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
bon. member- is now attempting to do
what I pointed out, which it is not really
just and proper to do in regard to rail-
way lines; that is to say, without any
knowledge of the goldfields at all he is
setting up his own opinion-I do not
challenge his right-against those who
have had an opportunity on many occa-
sious of becoming intimately acquainted
with the conditions that exist. However,
in regard to the Bill now before the
House, and the amendment, I hare
pointed out that the data printed have
only been the starting point of the
information supplied. In addition to the
data, those who have had personal
e xperience in agriculture and who have
dealt with it all their lives, a6d are
members of this house and have been on
the ground, have given evidence to the
House as to the condition of the country
and its possibilities of carrying a large
population. Also those interested in the
timber industry have pointed out the
possibilities of the line being made a
payable proposition from that fact alone.
They have pointed out that with the
exception of some small limited areas,
almost all the timber area in the State is
under the control of large companies-in1
fact, one large company-and that the
small dealer, the local merchant and the
local millowner, stand a very grave risk
of being entirely shirt out in the near
future. That would be a great calamity
to the State, because the price of local
timber would he then entirely in the
hands of those who have obtained a hold
over these large areas, of timber country.
It has been pointed out that if this line

is constructed, it will admnit of the
small millowners obtaining an immediate
supply, and will prevent that grave
possibility I have indicated. For that
reason, if for no other, it would be
well to construct this railway, because
it is gf--rave importance to prevent
the possibility of a price being fixed
for the local supply of timber by
those who would, in the circu in stances of
the case, have sole control of thle market.
Ihave no hesitation in saying that this
alone should cause members to view with
favour a proposal to construct a line of
this character; but as to the permanent
use of this line, we must depend in any
event on the evidence and statements of
those who have a knowledge of agricul-
ture and a knowledge of the ground the
railway will cover. The House cannot
be placed in a better position than to
have that evidence before it, instead of
having it through any medium of a board
of inquiry. If an lion, member who
stands up in his place a"d who has the
requisite knowledge of agriculture to
make his opinion worth listening to, as-
sures the House that he has knowledge
of theeground traversed by the line, then
hie gives evidence to the House of a
ch aracter wvhich i s far more val uable than
any report we can get from any hoard of
inquiry, which at the best can only be
second-hand.

Mu. T. WALKER (Ranowna): I do
not wish to be in any way considered as
opposing this railway. I amn now in theD
positiont of many other members, that 1
can not glean from the evidence f urnished
to (be House sufficient to justify mne in
saying that I can come to a definite con-
clusion as to its real mecrits. The At-
torney Odneral has drawn at comtparison
between a goldfields railway and an agri-
cultural railway, and has mentioned par-
ticularly the case of the Norsemnan Rail-
way. I submit that the railway we are
now, considering and the Norsemuan Rail-
way do not stand on all-fours in any
respect. In the first place1 the Nurseiiian
Railway has been before the public, and
the public havediseusssed it for years.

MAn. EWING,: So has this; for ten years
past,

Ma. AacGWw: This is a timber line
and not an agricultural line.
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MR. WALKER:. At all events, the
outside public have gained some know-
ledge of the Norseman line, and we have
'Pne to the trouble of having a pre-
lirnitary inquiry, or rather more than

ne form of preliminary inquiryv; and we
have had some evidence from men
2apabltt, from an expert standpoint-
notwithistand ing c the sneer at experts-of
:vvina an opinion. Therefore we are
:apable of coaming to a definite conclusion
both as to the material merits, so to
ipeak, of the Norseman Railway, and ats
Lo its mnerits as at State polic 'Y.

Trip ATTORNEY GeEEAL: By accept-
ing that report?

Ma. WALKER:. Not necessarily; but
by all1 the papers and all the evidence
bhat has come througph official channels
mnd Percolated through the public Press.

MR. Ewiwo: According- to that report,
-he line is not justified.

MR. WALKER: According to somne
DortioUS of the report it is not; hut there
tre some portions of the report that sup.
3ort the construcfition of the line; -and the
very defects of the report, its pointed out
jy the, Attorney General, show some
rarranty that the experts were favourable
;o that railway. As the Attorney General
)oints out, the evidence was tendered and
,stimates formned on mhere coach traffic,
vi a anyone experienced in railway' con-
;truction knows is not at all a reliable
)asis for an estimationl of possible traffic.

MR, Ewiwo: That is at ridiculous posi-
iion for an expert.

Mu. WALKER: Whoever testified in
,hat respect was not an expert, at any
at@ an expert in forming a judgment of
hat kind and for the guidance of this
Fhouse.- 'The Attorney General, in other
noods and on other occasions, would hie
lie last manf in the world to discredit the
Talue of expert testimony. By expert I
Dean what the Attorney General means,
6iiian known in the particular studies

vith which he is connected to be credited
iniversallv with ar capacity of speaking
vith authority. But I question whether
nere geileraI observations of Ministers
vhen introducing a. Bill, even though
heyv have been over the countryv and
Mow something, of the capabilities of
hie soil, could he generally taken as
xNpert testimiony's. What 1 Complain Of
s that we. are given data, as the Attor-
icy fleneral informed us, on this matter;

but what kind of data? Not data to
enable us to conclude as to the value of
this railway as a matter of State policy.
We are simply told as to the length of
the railway, the cost per mile of con-
struction.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : Also the
land under cultivation, the population,
the resident occupiers.

MaL. WALKER: It is not a matter of
inerc cost that will enable us to form a
judgment as to the need for the railway.
We can make a railway through a
desert, it may cost very little ; as a
mnattei of cost the line may be commend-
able; but that is not what we want to
know. We. want to know precisely as to
the Class of people that will be served,
and we should know something of the
big holders who will be more or less par-
ticularly interested.

MR. E~WING: There are nioue.
Mn. WALKER : Who says so P
Mn. Ewiwo: The Premier said so.
Ma. WALKER:. Who is behind this

rilway ? Who starTted this line in its
initiation ?

MR. FOULKES: Sir John Forrest, 12
years ago.

Ma. WALKER: But who hare since
been the most ardent advocates of it?

MR. EWING:- The settlers,
MR. WALKER: We want to know

the prime movers in this matter, because
there are dozens of other places with
valuable land that might require rail-
ways, and which it might be more advan-
tageous to the State to serve. We want
to know some of the parties who are
moving behind the scenes in a matter of
this importance, before making this de-
parture. This is information we want,
but we know nothing of it beyond a bare
statement that the railway will serve cer-
tain timber areas and some agriculturists,
and that the country is capable of being
settled. These vague statements will not
enable anyone to come to a definite and
correct conclusion. We cannot form a
definite conclusion upon them. Only
last session there were lines proposed;
we had precisely similar, perhaps not
quite so fnll, information given to
us; but now the House has ques-
tioned the wisdom of the construc-
tion of those lines, and more particularly
has brought into question the route taken,
because after the Bills were passed there
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was a deviation from the original 1ihans.
Only a few months after we passed those
railways in the smallness of the informa-
tion given, we are questioning the wisdom
of the step taken. Therefore we should be
cautious now in u ndertaking new ventures
,without thle fullest and most explicit
details. That is what we are asking for.
There can be no harm in delaying a matter
of this importance until absolutely re-
liable and definite information can be
supplied. It is no new custom to propose
that there should be some form of inves-
t igation, apart from merely departmental,
before undertaking large public works.
In New South Wales a permanent comi-
mittee sits, and all works over the value
of £20,000 at least are submitted to
thaC committee for investigation be-
fore they are, if I may so express
it, allowed to go before the House
for discussion ; and at similar form
of investigation takes place in Victoria.
And though there have been criticisms,
of the public works committees in those
States, there can be no question by those
who have observed the facts that a large
saving to those States has been afforded
by means of those committees. At all
events we ought to be careful, and I
cannot see particularly the necessity for
the hurry at the present time. Just as
we did last session so have we done this,
we have left this till the very last, and
that in itself is a more or less suspicions
feature. We have itot time for amply
considering these railway lines, and we
must either accept them holus bolus or
reject themi. We cannot get new light
from those who introduced the Bill. It
is not very kind to bring in Bills of this
character for the consideration of the
Assembly at such short notice. We may
conimit the country to a. mistake, and
those who vote for measures of this kind
will have to bear the blatne for the mis-
take. The money is not raised, and the
loan has to be floated. Before the money
we are to borrow will be made available,
months perhaps will elapse, and between
now a1nd then this investigation which
has been suggested can take place, and
when it has taken place we can again
consider theo question, the mney being
available, anld come to somethin~g like a
fair, just, and correc;t conclusion on the
point. As matters nowv stand we must
vote in the dark. We cannot help it,

Only one or two can possibly know the
real value of this ]ine. The others have
to take what is said upon credit. That
is not the proper way to deal with the
Hotse. 'The House Should be in full
possession of every species of inform-
tion. available, and I thinki the best
plan of obtaining that is to do in a
modified form what they do in the other
States, namely have a ])reliminary in-
vestigoation to take evidence from every
point of view, both from those in favour
of the line anid those who may have
objections to that route being taken.
Possibly when an investigation of that
kind is carried on we 'nay be able to
divert the original schemne now proposed
to something quite different, and the line
my serve a better class of country and
do more general and ulterior good to the
State. That is what we wvant by at rail-
wayv of this kind. We do not want to
malke a mistake. The delay will cause no
loss, and it is likely to be of very material
advantage to those who have to vote
upon the question.

MR. J. 0.0G. FOTJLKES (Claremont):
The nmemlber for Kanowna wanted to
know a few minutes ago who was
reslponsible for the first initiation of this
railway through the Preston Valle -y. T
remember that in 1894 when Sir Jh
Forrest's Goverment proposed to umake
a railway in the direction of Bridge-
town there were two routes proposed for
that railway, one being through Green-
bushes and the other through the Preston
Valley. I remember attending a deputa-
tion of farmers f rom the Preston Valley
district asking that the route should go
to Bridgetown through the Preston
Valley. Sir John Forrest, the Leader of
the Government, informed the deputation
that the fullest possible inquiry should be
made as to which was the best route to
adopt, whether it should go throughi
Greenbushes or through the Preston
Valley. The fullest inquiry was made by
the officers of the Lands Department and
persons associated with the timiber
industry, and it was considered best that
it should go through Greenbushes instead
of the Preston Valleyv. The Government
of time day recognised tb-at the Preston
Valley route was certail y at route
that. required every consideration, and
Sir John Forrest announced afterwards
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that the Government would in a short
time construct a railway through the
Presiton Valley district. I only mention
these facts with a view of pointing out to
the member for Kanowna that the fullest
possible inquiry was made into the. merits
of this district so far back as 12 years
ago. I suppose thle reason this distric:t
has been overlooked such -a long timie was
owing to the. fact that it was found neces-
sar'y a~ftersvards to construct more rail-
ways to the goldfields district, and the
result was that as the goldfield*
developed very rapidly the G-overnmnent
dlid not have enough money to construct
railways in the aigricultural districts. I
always thought in those days there was
not sufficient attention paid b)'y Sir John
Forrest's% Government to the question of
budlding lig()ht ratilways inl thle variouts
agricultural districts; but so far as this
Preston Valley is concerned a definite
promise was made 1'2 years ago that a.
railway should be built through the
Preston Valley district. It is a very old
district. The member for Wellington
has informed us that there have been
settlers living in that dlistrict for I
believe 40 years.

MR. ANowis : A very smnall number.
MR. FOULKES: They are a small

number, but I attribute that to the fact
that they have been suffering, like many
other districts, f romn want of railway com-
munication. I1 travelled throug h the
Preston Valley district a good number of
years ago. I do not rose as having any
knowledge of agriculture, but that dis-
trict was always pointed out to me as
being one of the most likely districts
for carrying on the dairying inu~stry. It
is a district, too, whic-h has a certain
amiount of timber, I have been informed
of marketable value; so that means'there
will be a certain amiount of traffic
availalLe for this line of railwv. What
I wished to point out to the House was
not as to the merits of this line?. I do
not poseC as an agricultural expert, but I.
desire to point out to members, particu-
larty those onl the Opposition side, that I
have a great deal of symlpathy with the
suggeto that a board of inquiry should
be appointed to inquire into the merits
of new railways, hut I regret very much
that the suggestion was not mnade, par-
ticularly by the miember for Guiildford,
wvho has always taken a great deal of

interest in the construction of railways,
at the commencement of thle session.

Mn. WALKER: They were not before
us then.

MA. FOULKES: [ want to pointout to
the member for Klanowna that these pro-
posals were before us, because I can

Iremember very wveil that the Premier
announced in his policy speech at Bun-
bury thlat hie proposed constructing a
rarilway through this district I heard
him make that announcement iri'self, so
it was sufficient notice to all memibers of
the House that it was the intention of
thle Government to construct a railway
through this district. Now suddenly at
the last moment we have various mnein-
hers coining to the House and saying
they want farther information. I can
quite understand that they do require
farther information, but I would respect-
futlly point out to them that if they do
not consider they have sufficient know-
ledge as to the merits of these various
d istricts the faulIt lies entirely with them-
selves. If they had any doubts as to
whether the railways should be made to
these various districts it was their duty
to go and visit thle districts and see for
themselves.

Mu. ANGWIN: It is only about a week
since the Bill was brought in.

MR. FOiUiKES: The hon. member
reminds mie that it is only about a week
since this Bill was introduced; but I want

Ito point out to all members on theIOpposition side that four months ago at
Bunbury full and definite notice was
given that the Government proposed to

imake a railway through this district.
Mu. WALKER: What fools we should

be going up and down the line on a
I chance.

Aix, FOULKES: Not at chance. Thle
1Government fully announced that they
proposed making this line through the
Preston Valley. That Preston Valley,
the member for Wellington reminds me,
was surveyed years ago. and it would
have taken very little trouble if they had
grone to the Premier and asked him at

tbttime in what direction it was pro-
posed to make this rai!way. There was
only one route for the proposed railway,
that being through the Preston Valley.
It does not require an engineer to know

Ithat. Any layima1n could point out the
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proposed route of the line, because there
is only one route available.

Mn. WALKERn: Oh yes, there are two.
MR. FOULKES: Not through this

district. I regret much that the lion.
members did not visit those districts
after the Government had given notice
that they proposed to matke this line, to
see for themselves. The member for
Kanowna says there were two routes; lbut
there were not two routes through the
Preston Valley district. What I said
was that there were two routes to Bridge-
town, one through Greenbushes, and the
other through the Preston Valley. I
symnpathise very strongly with what the
member for Guildford has said, that
it would be of great assistance to the
House if a board were appointed to
inquire into the merits of these proposed
railways, and I have not the slightest
doubt that the Government would have
joyfully consented, if they had beentasked
weeks ago, to appoint a lboard of that
character. But notice was given three or
months ago that they proposed making
these railways, and not a single question
was put to them as to the direction it
was proposed this line should go in.
Members on the Opposition side sat quiet
without raising any objection to the pro-
posed policy in regard to these lines.
[Interjection by Mn. WALKER.] The
proposition was placed before them three
or four months ago.

MR. WALKER: Nothing of the kind.
Mn. FOULiKES: The Minister for

Works drew a comparison with the
methods adopted by the Eason Govern-
ment with regard to the railways passed
last year. Certainly those railways were
brought forward with very little notice
indeed. I do not think there was more
perhaps than three weeks' notice.

THE TREASURER: It was a session of
only a few weeks.

Mn. FOULKES: The session was very
short, and perhaps that accounted for the
shortness of the notice. In this case at
least three months' notice was given to
every member of the House, and to every
muan throughout. the whole of the State,
that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to construct a railway.

MR. WALKER: So we had a notice of
the Black Range line, but where is it
now ?

MR. FOULKES : We bad due notice
of that. If any member is doubtful
whether that line should be made or not,
it is his ditty to go and visit the district
for himself.

MR. JOHNSON: Supposing he does not
know anything about the business, we
are not all experts.

Mn. FOULKES: I know; but any
member can acquire knowledge by visit-
ing the particular district in which it is
propose to construct at railway. He can
see the people of the district and judge
for himself as to the capabilities.

MR. WALKER:; Have you ever done
that in connection with any line?

Mn. FOULKES: I have dlone so. I
have visited this particular district
myself, and other districts as well. That
of Jandakrot. I went over that and
various other places through the State.

MR. TROY; You supported the
Jandakot line, I suppose?

MR. FOULKES: I did not support
it at the time.

MR. ANowiN: That was one mistake
you made.

MR. JOHNSON: In that case you Were
right in opposing it.

Mn. FOULKES: I considered at the
time that it was at question of route.
There was nothing definitely Settled as to
where the railway should go. whether -to
Mundijong or to Artuadale. This was
left an op~eu question; and I believe it
was decided only during this session, a
few weeks ago, that it should go to Arma-
dale. I can hardly believe that the
Leader of the Opposition is serious in
asking the House now, at this late stage
-he has waited until the Bill is tabled-

Mn. BATH: I could not do it before
the Bill was taled,

MR. FOULKES: I have already
pointed out that the hon. member could
easily have done so.

Mn. BArn: How?
Mn. FOULKES: By going down to

visit the district himself.
MR. BATH : 1. am not an engineer, and

I have no knowledge of traffic.
MR. FOULKES: It is not a question

of engineering, it is a question as to
whether the district is capable of goodl
agricultural development.

Mn. WALKER: The truth is we should
have Sent you over all those lines.
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MR. FOULiKES: That would not be
necessary, because I have travelled agood
deal in the agricultural districts, and
have as much information concerning
themn as has the member for Kanowna.

MIR. BATH : We have had so many)
parties travelling over these proposed
railway s, and returning with glowiug
descriptions of lines which have after-
wards proved failures.

THE TREASURER:- No,
MIINISTERiAL MEM-SBER: Give an ex-

ample.
MR.. BATH:- Take the case of the South-

IWestern Railway and the Great Southern.
THE TREASURER:- The Great Southern

is not a failure.
Mla. BATH: It is a tionpaying rail-

way.
ITHE: TREASURER:- Do you wish it had

niot been built ?
Mu. FOULKES: I can quite under-

stand the Leader of the Opposition
Opposing the construction. of the Great
Southern railway. It is just the policy
one would expect from him. It was
constructed by private enterprise, a
thingo I know he deprecates exceed ingly.
But I would also like to remind the
House, in reference to the present,' pro-
posal. that there is in that district ani
enormous area of Crown lands, some-
thing like half a. million acres; and I
know for a certainty that area will never
be taken up unless there is a railwray
through or in the vicinity of those Crowni
lands. The Leader of the Opposition
stated that various landowners would
derive considerable pec uniary benefit frain
the construction of this agricultural rail-
way. 1 quite admit that; buit no one
would derive so great. an advantage as
the Lands Department of this State,
which is the largest landowner in the
district. It will be founid, though of
coarse one hesitates to prophesy, if thie
matter be looked at as a business Ipropo-
sition, that when this line is built the
Government for the first time will have
an opportunity of disposing of those
lands. Therefore, even if the line costs a
ertain amoun1t, the greater lpart of the
cost will 1)0 brought back to the Treasury
fromn the sale of land. Now, it is quite
different in thrv case of mining railways.
The Government do not derive such a
great benefit in that case.

MR. WALKER: Do they not

MR. FOULKES: Not from sales of
land.

BIB. WALKER: What about sales of
1 leases rF

Ma. BATH: And sales of land tojo.
31a. FOULKES: That is not such a

great amount.
OPPOSITION MEMBER: At Black Range

£R14,000 worth of land was sold.
MR. FOULKES: That is not much

compared with the 500,000 acres for sale
in this particular district.

MR. BATH: But those were only the
town blocks. What about the mining
leases P

AR. FOULMES: No doubt the mining
leases bring in a certain amkount, but the
Government Treasury will derive far
more from the sale Of half a Million
acres of land than from a few town
blocks in a mining centre.

AIR. BATH:. It has not been so up to
the present, anyhow.

MR. FOULKES: I believe it is so.
Mn. WALKER: The mines are the back-

bone of the cou ntry. Do n ot forget that.
Ma. FOULKES: No one is more pre-

pared to admit that fact than I am.
But, in regard to these agricultural rail-
ways, I must point out that they will be
p)rolnot ing a n ind us try w hich will always
endure. That is not the case with regard
to some portions of the mining industry.
(OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Oh!] We
know the history of other countries. We
know how mines have petered out.

MR. WALKER: In Cornwall, for
instance, and Tiwbuctoo.

A. FOULKES. The muember for
Kanowna, probably knows more about
Tiinbuctoo - than about Western Aus-
tralia;, bat the miaini fac;tor in con nee-
tion with the line now under discussion

i is that the State has in that district
at least half a, million ac~res whic~h can be
sold to various people and the proceeds

*of the sale of which will be more than
I sufficient to pay the cost of the railway.

Now, that cannot be said with regard to
*certain other propositions. Take the line
to Norseman, for example. I ami sure
tha the sales of land in that distic
Will no0t go far to repay the cost of
the railwayv; besides, no one can tell how
long these niines will last. As I said,
one does not care to prophesy, but as to
some of our best mines we know that
already they are not so prosperous as
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they were a few. years ago. The case is
entirely different with regard to these
agricultural lines. The country will he
developed year by year. I have applied
my remarks more particularly with a view
to calling attention to the'fact that as
regards this special railway-I am not
saying it about the railway to Ravens-
thorpe, because I do not profess to know
anything at all about that district-the
fullest inquiries into the merits were
made so long as 12 years ago.

MR. WALKER: Will you go down to
Ravensthorpe?

MR. FOULKES: No. I know
nothing about Ravenathorpe, but let the
bon. member go down to that district
and inquire.

MA. WALKER: Will you stand the
"en's "?

MR. FOULjKES: And I shall listen
with great respect to the report he may
make.

MR. P. STONE (Greenough): I
would sooner take the report of Govern-
ment officials on railway requirements
and railway routes than the report of any
comnnittee appointed by the House. We
have had so many committees appointed
from time to time, and in so inany cases
their representations have not been worth
acting uponl.

MR. JOHNSON: No one has suggested
that the Hfouse should appoint a select
committee.

MR. STONE : The officials of the
Lands Department make an inspection
and classify the land, and the engineers
survey the route and make their report.
This district is one of the best-watered
districts we have, and the line passes
through n. deal of land not selected. All
the dark green on the map is laud
maturing iuto fee simple; the light green
is that held under pastoral lease and is
open to selection for anyone who chooses
to select on it. I1 think there would be
along that route more than enougb Crown
land to pay the cost of construction
within a short time after the line has
been completed. It is well adapted for
close settlement. TVhe people on the
goldfields have to-day made inquiries
concerning land in coastal districts, and
they have been particulrly inquiring as
to the rainfall. Now, the rainfall in this
district is beyond all doubt. The line

will pass through a lot of timiber country,
so I think there is no possibility' of mank-
ing a mistake in sanctioning the construc-
tion of the line. The Bill will have my
support, and I should like to see it put
through at once, sc, that we might get on
with some other business.

THE TREASURER (Hon. P'rank
Wilson) : It is easy I suppose for any
hon. member to find Sufficient amgunients
to oppose the railway propositions of the
Government. It is always easy to
criticise, it is always easy to say that you
have not suifficient information on a sub-
ject; but -it is not so easy to say what
infomation is still wanting to convince
members of the desirability of construct-
ing works of this description. I observe
that such intimations are conspicuous by
their absence. We had the Samie coin-
plaint last year, and last year I venture
to say there wats some ground for com-
plaint that our railway proposals were
put thriough in a Vry short time. Still
I think the House saw then, and hon.
members must I think clearly see now,
that last session circumstances did not
warrant the giving of more time for the
consideration of the ]m-ilway Proposals
which are nOW condemnfled by Some hon.
members without any just cause or reason.
I am surprised to hear the Leader of the
Opposition himself iuterjecting that the
railway system of Western Ai~sti-alia,
with the exception of the goldfields lines,
is a failure,

MR. BATH: I said nonpaying.
THE TREASURER: The bon. minm-

her said that the Great Southern Railway
was a failure, that the South-Western
Railway was a failure, and that all the
spu- lines constructed were worthless.

MR. BATH: I said no such thing,.
THE TREASURER: I am glad to

accept the hon. member's denial.
MR. BATH: The lion, gentleman should

not say those things, because lie knows
perfectly well that I did not say them. I
described the lines as nonpay)ing.

THE TREASURER: I accept that.
We will say nonpaying. I would like Ito
know what our railway System would be
if we had not the South-Western line.
Would the hon. mnember be justified in
refusing to coustr-uct the South-Western
railway if it were not constructed to-day?
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MRn. BATH: That is a different pro-
position altogether; but tell mne what
would y our railway system he without
tile goldfietls lines to wnake 'up the
deficiency.?

THE, TREASURER: If you are going
to put one line against anotber and com-
pare, you will find points in favour of one
line as against another always. I want
hon, members to take a broad view of the
whole railway policy of the country. Can
we for a mioment maintain that we can
lop off any one limb of our railway
system without doing irreparable damage
to the whole system and to the countryP
I venture to say it- is not a sound argn-
unt at all. In so far as the Great
Southern Railwayv is concerned,- it wan
of the best works ever done in Western
Australia. The work was carried out by
private enterprise, because the Govern-
nwent of the State at that timne were not
prepared to pledge the credit of the State
for the, enormous sumn required, prol'-
ably they had not the power to pledge
it to that extent. Accordingly, the
line was built by a private company ; and
subsequently, when the Government
foiund it a desirable thing to secure the
railway for the country, it was purchased
by the Government. And what has been
the result of the purchase? Townships
have sprung up here, there, and every-
where along the whole of the railway
Sy stemD ; there is settlement for mniles, and
cultivation all along the line, with a
population thriving and prosperous. And
yet some hon. members, in their desire to
delay these works of public utility, would
argue that we should not construct spur
lines to be feeders to the main railway
system, and farther argue, without having
given a, just time for trial, that thle lines
constructed are failures. Is a trip with
the thermiometer at 107 in the shade over
the Goomalling line, a trip extending over
only a few hours, sufficient to instruct
lion, members and enable themn to give a
verdict as to whether that extension is
going to he a. failure or a success?

'MR. JonNsoN : Who said it was a
failIure ?

THE TREASURER: Hon. members
who have spoken have said it would he a
failure. Hon. members have us-ed that
as an argument why we should delay the
railways now proposed. I ventnre to say
a railway line, as a rule, is not con-

structed througph the richest land that is'
to be sturveyed, A cheap line of this
description especially is constructed ac-
cording to the contour of the country. It
is run where the easiest grades and the
cheapest construction are obtainable, r-
gardles~s whether it passes through good
land or not. However, it serves the good
land which it is intended to serve, and
which is undoubtedly there.

MR. JOHNSON : Thiat is what members
on this side said.

Tan TREASURER: You said the
line was a. failure.

Mu. Joaasom : NO.
TH-E TREASURER: I am glad to

hear the hon. miember's denial. Possibly
he was8 not in his seat when the member
for Ivanhoe (31r. Seaddan) condemned
the line utterly. I want to point out, for
the sake of illustration, that the Goomi-
alling line is a payable proposition. It
is true that the section to Goialling
last year cost about £125,000 to run and
mainta'in, and that the proportion of
earnings credited to that section was
I 4,048. But members must understand
that it was only a proportionate amount
of the long-distance railage, that is the
goods transmitted to Goomalling and to
stations between Nurthain and Goo-
mnailing, fromu the coast, Perth -and Fre-
n1iantle, and elsewhere, and vice versa;
and this figure is the proportionate
amnount credited to the G4oomnalling
section,

Mu. BATH: You cannot credit the
traffic twice.

THE 'I tEASURERt: But you can
Igive credit to the section w hich draws the
trade. The. gross earniings of the traffic
which originated or terminated on the

IGoomnalling section was soniething like
£13,114, which we would not have had
over the Eastern Railway if we had not
had the extension to Gootualling. All

Ithese spur lines act as feeders, and it is
not the proportionate amount according
to their mileage for which they are
entitled to receive credit, hut it is the
traffic. they bing into the main systeni
that is going to tell and is going to mnake
for th e prosperi ty of the co unitry. A part
from that, are we bnot justified in taking
into consideration the quantity of land
available for set tlement? Is noit that ounr
main objiect? Is not that what the
inetuher for Leonoratput forth? After
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lie opposed the passage of this mneasure,
and said lie was goings to support the
amendment, he said that he did not
think flint if it could be proved that there
was land for settlement h., wats justified
in opposing the Bill. Is it not provedP
What farther information do memibers.
want than the printed figures and details
of the land available which have been
placed before themP In the district this
proposed ralw~ay will tap, that, is the
Donnybrook-Upper Blackrwood District
running through the Preston Valley, we
have 550 resident occupiers holding
310,000 acres, and thle popuilation i ,s
1,050 people who have not yet had rail-
way facilities given to them. Notwith-
standing that there are so muany resident
occupiers in the district, we have 383,000
acres of land available for selection.

Mna. ANowIN;. Is that land adjoining
the railway or farther down?:

TanE TREASURER: The usual plan
is adopted. A 15-mile radius is taken
on either side of the line, exclusive of the
first 15 miles where it joins the present
railway system, and from the end of the
line. Members must admit it is aL fair
way of taking, into consideration the
justifiableness or otherwise of the con-
struction of this line. Fifteen miles has
been set down as the extreme distance
that we expect farmers to cart their pro-
duce to a railway to get a payable return,
and all our calculations and informiation
are based on that 1.5 mile radius, as the
case may be, from the terminus of the
line or on, either side. I think the
only question we have to decide this
evening is whether we are justified in
proceeding -with our policy of railway
construction, or whether we shonld bang
up these works aud that policy until a
board of experts mentioned by some
members and by the Leader of the
Opposition can be appointed and can
have sufficient timie to inquire into
theseplroposed railways. Tliese are the
only two matters we need consider. The
member for Leaonora let fall the opinion
that he felt sure that if a report
were obtained fromn an independent
board, as hie called it, on this railway
system it would be favourable. If the
hon. member has that opinion now, surely
hie must have some grounds for it; and
if he has grounds for the opinion that
the report would be a favourable report,

what is the good of' going to the expens(
of getting the board to bring in a repori
which hie. thinks will he favonrable?I
think we can only formi one conclusion or
a railway of this description: At an3
rate, it has this advantage, that there i4
ercel lent timinbe r counutry to cut t here firsi
of all; and as the timber country iE
worked out, undoubtedly to a profit sc
far as the railways are concerned foi
the first few years, we give an opportunity
to settle the unoccupied Crown lands
and thus we make our railways pay.
able, at any rate so far as maintenancE
and working expenses are concerned, and
I believe also interest and sinking fund
right fromn the jumip. No muatter what
we mnay think of other lines, we can only
come to one conclusion on a line of this
description, that we have at once thenE
available the timber product that will
make this railway a fair business risk foi
niembers to pass; and eventually, I am
sure, what with, the land already settled
and with the land we have available foi
selection, there can he no doubt that this
will be one of the railways that wvill
assist very much. in putting the South-
Western section of our railway system in
a mucli better position than the Leader
of the Opposition thinks it is in to-day.
The member for Jianowna said that thc
House was questioning the wisdomn of
the eonbtruetion of the spur lines last
year, that the appointment of a select
cornmittee was proof that the House was
questionling the wisdom of constructing
those lines. I do not think it is anything
of the sort. I want members to under-
stand that, so far as the Government are
concerned, their acquiesenee in the ap-
pointment of a select commwittee on the
Kojonup Railway is not that the Govern-
mient have any doubts as to the wisdomn
of the construction of that or other lines,
not that they have any fear that they
have made a m iistake in the decision
they camne to in regard to the route, but
because they have every confidence that
their actions have been taken in the best
interests of the country and can be well
substantiated before any select com-
mnittee the House may appoint. The
Government fear no inquiry. We are
quite prepared to take our share of the
respon sibility, indeed the whole resIponsi-
bility, ini regard to these spur lines; and
I aia quite sure that if an inquiry were
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held into the other lines passed last year
and constructed, the result would be the
same as in the case of the Kojonup Rail-
way-mo~st satisfactor y. Let me refer
briefly to) the remarks of the miember
for Claremont (Mr. Fioulkes). Re
put the thing pretty precisely, that
the policy of the Govern went is no
new matter sprung on the House
and country,, as indeed the railways
passed last year were no new matter,
because theyv were referred to in the then
Premier's policy speech, and that all the
lines proposed to be cot structed in the
Loan Bill we passed the other evening
were referred to in Specific terms by the
present Premier in his policy speech.
TVhe counitry has had the proposals Of the
Government before it, because it is usual
for the Premier to mention the main
works to be carried out duringo his termn
of office. The country has had these
proposals before it and members of
Parliament have had them before them,
and we have not had any adverse corn-
went. From that I do not argue that
any member is exceeding his just rights
in adversely criticising these projects
now; h e is perfectly justified in doing so;
but meumbers must not imply that these
railways. have been sprung on the Rouse
or that they had no previous knowledge
of them. The works were before the
country ; and without being invidious, 1
think we may fairly claim that as this
country has been generous in its
railway proposals for the goldfields, and
that as it has not hesitated from time to
time to pledge the credit of the country
for extending railways back into our
Eastern GoldfidAds district and into the
Murchison district, perhaps with hardly
so much certainty of success as we have
in these agricultural proposals, we should
not be niggardly now in giving support
to works of this description which are
certainly going to last as long if not
longer thain the works on the goldfields
to which I have just referred. What I
mean by that is that the settlement
which has taken pAlce around our agri-
cultural railways will be permanent settle-
ment that will g~o on from generation to
generation. We never hear of an agri-
cultural settlement collapsing, but we do
sometimes heabr, as members will concede,
of goldfields centres collapsing and closing
down. Wherever there is a reasonable

prospect of a fair return we wish to
assist in opening ipl and developing
our great State, and we are pre-
pared to take a certain amount of
risk so far as the goldfields are
concerned; and so we ask mem~bers
who represent goldfields electorates to
take what mnay be termed a fair trade
risk in connection with agricultural rail-
way' s and facilities for agricultural set-
tlers. That is the position as it appears
to Inc in -a nutshell. The information
compiled by the departments gives suffi-
cient-data for miembers to go upon. If
there is anything else that can be sup-
plied, thc Government will he only too
pleased to supply it; but I venture to
say that if we go ou. debating from this
time to the middle of next year we will
still have some mnembers who will be dis-
sa~tisfied. with the information placed
before them, and would wish for more.
I maintain that at the present juncture
in this State's history wye do not want.

Iany unnecessary delay, We want to get
on with work, t o get a move on. Let uts
get our iailways opened and our lands

isettled.
Ma. TROY: You havc been talking like

that for years.
TuF TREASURER:. That is the differ-

ence between us and our predecessors.
They talked and did nothing;, we talk
and do somethi ng and construct rail way s,
for which miembers are now condemning
us. Because we act we are condemned.
I venture to say the majority of members
are tired of the talk that has been going
on, and they are going to support action.
I am going to stop talking. If hon.
members will follow my example we will
get to a division. Like the member for
Kanowna I have been moderate in Wi-v

remarks and moderate in the time I have
taken up[.

MR. Al. F. TROT (Aft Magnet) : If
there is any justification for the building
of goldfields railways in the past it is
that they are paying ines, whilej the agfri-
cultural lines have not been paying.

THE TREASUJRER: Is the Naninine line
paying?

31R. IIOLMAN: Yes.
Mn. TROY:- While the goldfield lines

aire payinig there is justification for build-
ing -goldfields lines in the future. In
regard to this particular railway under
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discussion I agree with other mnenmbers
who have spoken that it would be advis-
able and preferable that a committee
should he appointed to go into the merits
of these railways so that the Rlouse maty
be advised as to the best to construct ini
the interests of the State, In the
majority of cases I would hie agreeable
to the comimittee's report and to follow-
ing out the recommendations given in
that report, but in this connection I want
to Say that I have seen this Preston
Valley country, because last year I
travelled a good deal over all that
country. I shall support the line before
the House without its being sent to any
cornmittee. I believe thlat of all thle agri-
cultural lines this is one of the most
justifiable, because the ;ountry in that
valley is good for maixed farming, and
not like other portions of the State,
country of a patchy nature.. As to one
line in the schedule, I believe it would be
better if we referred it to a committee,
because to my mind it will not serve the
country that ought to be served. As to
this line through the Preston country. 1
consider it a very necessary one, and I
shall support its construction, for not
only will it serve the agricultural indus-
try, which I believe has very great
possibilities in that portion of the State,
bitt it will also open up a belt of timber
country, and I desire to see that belt of
timber country op~ened up, not in order
to assist persons operating in timber in a.
large way in the South-West, but to
assist the smaller companies, who are
being thrown out b y the operations
Of the larger ornpanwes, and to assist.
the hewers in conjunction with these
smaller mills. I believe that owing to
theo timnber land we shall receive a great
amount of revenue from the line, and
after the timber is cut up there will be
opportunities for agricultural settlement.
This line, in mny opinion, will be one of
those that will pay most nearly on the
capital outlay, and I shall give it iny
Support as it now stands.

MR. J. B. HOILMAN (Murehison) : I
dar-c say members on the Government
side o f the Rouse have been quite I-leased
at the remarks byv the member for
Mount Magnet. i never before hecard
Such a chorus of bear-hears from nimn-
bers on that side of the House.

Mnt. EWINQ : He has travelled.
Ma. HOLMAN:- I 'tin ple(ased to bear

lie has travelled. What I have referred
Ito only goes to show that when a luemn-
her on this side of the House considers.
that any work is warranted he is always
ready to give it his support. It is inv
intention to act always in the same
moanner. Bus I would like more infer-
nation given to us as to these projected

railways. We have thieinformai.-tion thiere
is on the paper giving certain figures
ant1 some very valuable information, with-

*out doubt, but to my mind the infornia-
tion given is not sufficienit for us to con-
sent to the absolutge building of the line.
Place that information before a person

*who does not know the country. [MESS-
BEE: There is the map.] The map would
only give what is practically the same
idea as the figutres, and you cannotS see
whiat class of land there is in the country
by a map.

THe MINISTER FOP WoaIss: Yes, you
can.-

Mn. HOLMAN: I desire to contra-
diet the lion. membeur there, becauise we
were led to believe in regard to the sec-
tion of land on the Dowverin line that we
went through that itwas really first-class
land, and I consider that eveni the mern-
hers whose interests lay in that part of
the district must admit that so far as we

1could see travelling over the distance we
wvent out the land from Goomalling to
1)oweriu is not very promising. What
it is like outside the section we passed
through is a different matter altogether.
I have driven through a great deal of the
rountry outside the section which we
could see from the railway in that dis-
trict, and I have seen some vi~r 'v pro mis-
ing andi first-rate land. But looking out
from the line it is ani impossibility for
anyone to judge whether the line is
warranted or not. In the same mnanner
in. regard to looking at the map, it is
impracticable.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I Canl
guarantee the accuracy of the miaps.

Ma. HOLMAN: 0hb, yes; you can
guarantee the accuracy Of the maps, but
they do not give the idea one should have.
We should have had some information
as to the exact c.ost Of thme line. I main-
tain that even although we have had the
Goomalling-Dowerin line completed, we
have not the exact cost of that line at
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the present time. in the first place, we
find there is no prov iin madle for any
water supply on that line, which may be
a big item of expenditure for all we
know.

AIR. HAYWARD : There is water running
all the time.

Mu. HTOLMAN: I am speakingc of the
Dowerin line at present. They have at
present to drag that water some 50
tuile s right from Northam. Members
must admit that is a heavy expense, and
Irovisio~n should be made for a water
Supply along that line, and. the cost
shown in the construction. Then travel.
linig along that line we find no provision
made for loading stuff or anything else.
We run to the end without finding a
platform of any des~cription. We wan t
to know what will be the ultimate cost
of these lines. The line will be handed
over to the Commissioner of Railways,
and we do not know what expense will hS
incurred to keep that line in running
order. In all probability when the report
comes down from the Comnmissioner,
showing the high cost and the expendi-
ture for running that section of the line,
and very little return fromn it, there will
he som e very hard criticism about the
running- of the railways; but how is it
possibdu! for thre Connssiouer to run
that section of railwayV from Nortrain to
Dower-in without jirovisioli l~iug Mnade
For water supply :- How can be run
Lhat section economically when he
has to drag, water bo0th Ways? There
Ls no provision irade on that line
For turning his engines when he gets to
Ltre end of the line. That must be-t extra
lost, which certainly Will haIVe to be pro-
vided for, and there are several other
natters for which expenses will have to
)e incurred. We should have that infor-
iiation before us to know exactly what
;be cost will be. Then we should have
;omye idea of the estimated traffic over
hese lines. On this shieet the population
hown in regard to the Donnybrook-
JTpper Blackwood line is some 1,650, and
,here is so much land iuder cultivation.
Fou can always have an idea from the
i.gric-ultural. Departmnent of the amount
)f crop that can be taken from the land
'ear hy year. We should be able to get

r ough estimate of the traffic and of
vrhat .the return will be. [Interjection
)y the MIN ISTER FOR WORKS.] There is

hardly any idea. We know that ther-e is
a Certai n area o f land, so wmany ac res, buitt
we do not know the class of land.

THE MTINISTER, FOR WORKS: It is
here.
I MA. HOLiMAN: It is only a rough
estimate.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, it is
not.

MR. HOLMAN: As regards the cost
of the line, it is only a rougrh estimate.
In alt probability, when we come to coii-
struct those lines and put thorn into
proper running order, we shall find it is

Ionly a very roughi estimate indeed. We
are told that in the south-western portion
of the State rivers and streams are con-
tinually running, and crossing time line.
We know what it is like when rivers and
streamis cross the line. There are wash-
aways if the line is not properly ballasted.

MIR, EWING:- That would not apply to
this. The river would he running all the
year ro und.

Mx. HOLMAIN: I do not knmow
whether there is any fiat country, but
we know that in that part of the State
there have been washaways. In regard

Ito the Donnybrook line, I maintain that
when the rainy weather comes there will
be grave danger of serious washaways
even on that line. The country is very
flat. I do not pose as an expert in tire
matter of railway construction, and I do
not think that any member of the House
of Assembly is an expert in that direc-
tion, but still we all have ideas of our
own, and we can express OUT Opinions.
My opinion, and the opinion expressed
by several imbers on that visit to
Dowerin was that it would he an irm-
possibility to run traffic on that line rn
wet weather on account of the spongy,
soft nature of the soil and the danger
of its being washed away and the line's
sinking. I am stating the opinion of
MWr.Sb-ortand otherrailway men, who went
out there. Mr. Short said he was very
pleased to know there would not be much
traffic running out on those lines in the
winter.

A. HAYWAan: What part of the
country is that?

MR. HJOLMAN: I have no knowledge
of that part of the country. I shrould
like to have a rough estimate of the
amnotunt of traffic, and also fuller esti-
mates of the total cost of those lines.
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There is no0 doubt that the capital cos8t of
the whole of these agricultural lines Will
he increased, even to a somewhat greater
extent than seine may flow anticipate.
In connection with the present line, I ami
of opinion that the report of at cornmittee,
the same as we had in connection wkith
the Norsemnan line, would he very useful
to the House. It gave uts the total num-
ber of passengers travelling, and a very
close estimate of the amount of traffic on
that line. We should he able to gues
clo~ser in an agricultural district than a
goldfields district.

Tus MIENISTER FOR WORKS: YOU have
your estimate of the goods traffic.

MIR. HOLMTAN: There is an estimate
of the amount of traffic, and we see loom-
ing in this some 10,000 tons of timber.
When wye have knowledge that the whole
of the timber will be supplied by small
companies and individual workers, it
shows that this line will be doing good
in that direction. It will be assisting the
smaller men in the timber industry. I
am pleased indeed to know that is being
done. I have listened to most of the de-
bates in connection with these railways,
and in my opinion thiis railway line is the
most warranted of the whole bunch sent
down to us. In regard to this line the
inforilatiion given is perhaps1) fuller than
that given in connection withi any other
line, and much fuller than that given in
regrard to the three railways passed last
year. I am, however, of opinion that we
should have fuller information on the.
whole of the lines, and I intend to sup-
port the amend men t. 1 do not think the
delay would be of any great momnent.

Ma. BATH:- It Will not involve any
delay.

MR. HOLMAN: Probably not.
Mu. JOHN~soN: The Government will

not start it inside 18 months at least.
They will not get the money for two
years.

TH:E TREASURER: It should be started
iQ six mtonthis.

MR. HOLMIAN:. Even if it be started
within six months,, I consider we have
ample timne to conclude this session and
open up our next session in more season-
able weather, and have this line passed in
both Houses in less than six niouths fromr
the present time. It will be much better
to spend the ti me in gathering the infor-
niation than to pass the Bills hastily.

Considering the present State Of th(
mjoney nmarket it may not be wise to gc
on the market for some little time. ThE
Treasurer made those remarks when h(

Iintroduced the Loant Estimates. He con.
sidered then that we might have to wail
somec time for a favourable opportunit5
before they approach the money moarkcl
at all, [Interjection by the TREAsuaxa.-
I do not know how you can Start th'
works without the money. It will taki
more than the mtoney available to pai
the deficit. That will have to bie don
out of loan. I do not think it is possthl
to construct agricuiltural railways out ol
a deficit.

MR. BATH : Oh, yes; the Treasurei

Ma. HOLMAN : So far as this rail.
way is concerned, I am of opinion that i'
is the most warranted of the lot, and ii
assists more industries. It has beer
stated by members on the Govern men:
side of the House- that members on th(
Opposition side are directly opposed t(
agricultuiral lines. Speaking for myself
I am not Opposed to ainy lines that wil
develop any industry in this State, agri.
cultural or any other industry. I wouk
push onl to thle fullest extent any ]in(

ithat would assistus in opening uip th(
country and settling people on the land
hut I strongly object to assist in passin
lines that may result the same way as th(
Eatanuing-Kojonup line, in relation t(
which we have had to have a, sele
commiittee to inquire into it. I wil
supp~ort the amendmrent, but I have m(
desire to oppose the construction o:
agricultural lines, because I am entireb
in favour of that work.

At 6-30, the SPEAKER left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MR. H4. DAGLISH (Subiaco) : Befort
the question is put, I wish to point ou,
to the House that at the present timne i:
is absolutely essential that the fulles.
investigation should be made before anm
expenditure of loan funds is incurred
This Houase has; aun absolute duty to per
form in s~atisfying itself that all boat
money expended in the construction o
new 'railways shall be repmY)duCtiVe; it
other words, that it shall result, ink
return not onlyv of working expenses, bu'
likewise of sinking fuind and interest. I
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was endeavouring the other niglht to
point out to the House, on another sub-
ject, that ait the lprcsent timne when the
revenue is falling, when it is obvious that
tine Treasurer's estimates of revenlue will
not be realised, while there is little doubt
that his estimates of expenditure will be,
it, was a, dangerous thing to impose new
burdens on the people of tinis State by
the construction of non-paying public
works. This return we have been fur-
nished with is in mny Opinion alisolately
worthless, because it fails to give any
information necessary to enable members
of the House to formn a conclusion as to
whether the particular line now under
discussion, or any other line proposed,
=will pay. We have a few figuries in
regard to length of line, in regard to the
quality of line to he constructed, and as
to rost of construction ; We are told also
the population, and then we get certain
information in regard to the nature of
the country. But we have no informa-
tion whatever as to the working expenses
of the line ;, we have no infornuation
regarding the ca~pital expenditure that
will he requisite to stock the line; we
have no information in regard to the
annual traffic revenue to be expected; and
therefore, eveui if we had the information
in regard to the working expenses we
should be unable to form anyv clear
conclusion as to whether tis line
would be a paving one or not, Now,
there is no excuse whatever for then
present Goveutout's failure to bring
down this information. Last Parliament
it was proposed, and not only proposed,
that each railway proposition Should be
closvly sifted by an independent board, or
by a committee having power to take
expert evidence; but that practice was
actually originated; and consequently, in
regard to cue proposal, the Coolgarclie-
Norsemnan Railway, there is absolute
information from which hion. members
can form a reasonable and fair concin-
Rion. But it is the only railway on which
that information has been afforded, and
the information has been afforded in
regrard to that one railway, only because
toe present Government had it left to
them as at legacy; only . because the
aformnat ion was laid on I lie table before
,be present Ministry or its predecessor
,arne into office. Now, the present
NIiuistrv has had ample time to obtain

.Llr tue inforlation requisite. Last 'year
three railwa., Bills were passed by this
House, and passed, so far as a large
number of members including several
'Ministerial members were concerned,
under distinct protest; passed onl the
clear understanding that it was to be the
last occasion on which this House would
agree to pass Bills without having the
requisite information. Since then, seeing
that it was part of the policy of the 0-ov-
ernmiont lo construct these railway lines,
surely it was possible for them, with all
the resources of the departments at their
disposal, to obtain that information in
time for submission to the House a.t the
fag end of the session. It was par-
ticularly demanded of the Government
that they should supply this informal ion
because of the urgency with which the
need for it has been impressed on them.
One of the most capable and able
speeches demanding this information
made during last session, was that of a
gentlenman who is described in HanUsatd
as. "Mr. N. Kecnan" ; and he was
supported generally in his position by
the gentleman who is now Minister for
Works. MAr. Keenan said

There are certain requirementsw hich should
be put before us ore the Minister h as the right
to ark any member to vote for these railways.
We want a return shbowing. that the line, if
conducted on str'ictly COUJU reil principles,
would pay in itself. The dictum has been laid
down by the head of thi s G overnunent as being
absolutely the first qualification for the con-
sideration of any proposal to construct a rail-
way. The Premier informed a deputation
that, as the first consideration, they would
have to prove beyond all doubt that the line
if carried on in a strictly commercial manner
would payr, not indirectly but directly, the
interest on capital cost, working expenses, and
the incidental outgoings. Is there any
information before us to-day to show that if
these lines are constructed and that policy is
c arried out, the returns will be sufficient to
meet the interest on the cost of constrLuction,
and to pay for working expenses ? I do not
believe any member here to-day, except
possibly the Minister, has any evidence before
him which would justify his giving a verdict
on that point.

These remarks have been under the con-
sideration of the Government for 12
months, and I have no doubt they have
been forcibly brought before Cabinet by
the gentleman who uttered them. In
spite of that, the samne remarks apply as
strongly to-day to the railway now sub-
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mitted as they a pplied to the railwaY
under discussion when they were mnade.
I go farther than the lion. mnember who
used these words, and I very much doubt
whether the Minister in charge of the Bill
is himself in possession of the infornia-
tion which the present Attorney General
said 12 months ago was essential to the
discussion of any of these proposals.

MR. SCADDAN: He said yesterday that
these printed sheets contained the whole
of the information the Minister had.

MR. DAGLISH: I have no doubt it is
so, for I do not believe the -Minister would
withhold an 'ything. I believe he would
have been happy to communicate to the
House any information that hie possessed.
But how much worse does it become if
not only the House is not placed in pos-
session of this information so important
in the view of the Attorney General, hut
if Ministers themselves, when recoin-
mending proposals to the House and the
country, are not aware of the commercial
consequences of these proposals. And
this at a time when there is a substani-
tial, unfortunately substantial, deficiency
in the consolidated revenue fund, and
when also that deficiency nnfortunatckv
is a rowing one, and when afl the evi-
dence points to the fact that, instead of
having to face a deficit of £e119,000 at
the end of the year, this country will
probably have to face a very much larger
deficit. The Treasurer, when speaking a
few minutes ago, pointed iii somewhat
boastful terms to the fact that the
present Ministry in its works of this
description had been active, whilst its
predecessors had been talking, The hon.
gentleman in his reference to talk could
only have been alluding to the preceding
Ministry of which he was a member, and
which was going to restore stability of
Govermnent to this State-a Ministry
which however, instead of restorink
stability, broke to pieces from internal
dissension and disorgranisation in the
Cabinet as well as amongst the Ainisterial
party' of this Honse. That was an in-
stance of' the Minister's failure to act;
that was an instance in which the
Ministry preceding the present one was
going to give an apt illustration of the
vigour with which public works have
been carried out. There is on the
present sheet a, proposal to construct a
railway, lO . miles long, which was

known two years ago to be essential, anvid
which should have heeu constructed im-
mediately the Jandakot Railway was
completed, because it was the only pos-
sible MeanS of making that Jandak-ot
Railway pay. I refer to the section
fromn 3andatkot to Arniadale. A nd
here, after 1-2 months of office, the
Treasurer is boasting of the progres-
sive p-olicy of a6 Ministry which has
not been able to construct this much-
needed 10 wiles, or even to get
an authorisation for its construction.
I do not desire at all to go into the
merits of the present G-ivernment. I am
sorry the Treasurer and his colleagues
have failed to restore stability of govern-
ment; very sorry indeed, because in the
interests of the State it should be
restored; and I also regret extremely
that the ver~y existence of the present
Government depends upon the question
whether they will or will not construct
the Freimantle Dock. For Ministers are
prepared even to threaten to abandon the
service of the State unless somie paroc-hial
work in their own constituencies is
carried out by the Government:- they
will leave the Government and sacrifice
the interests of the State if their local
works are not constructed. 1 ama much
,afraid, in the absence of information in
regard to the railways now submitted to
the House, that some of those railways
may possibly have been obtained 4~y
similaLr threats. I hope not ; but, when
we hear Ministers making these public
threats, can we wonder if perchance hon,
members follow the bad example ?

THtE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Did von
hear the speech?

MaI. DAGLISH: No, I did not; but
I read the published report, and so far as
I am aware it has not been) contradicted.
If it is wrong, I shall be very pleased to
afford the Minister an opportunity oif
giving the contradiction it needs. 1I do
not desire to take up the time of the
House in discussing this point farther,
becaLuse I think the very words of the
Attorney General which I have quoted
justify and demand that I should at all
events support the amendment moved b)y
the member tor Ivanhoe,

THE: MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price) : I did not intend to) speak in
this debate but for the remar14s of the
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member for Subiaco, but I think I
may be permitted to put straight at mis-
relpresentation which probably unwit-
tingly tie lion. member has made. The
lion, member referred to threats made by
a. Minister, that if hie did not get certain
parochial works he would leave the Min-
istry. Mly remarks amounted to this,
that before I joined the Mlinistry 1 ascer-
tained that a certain work was part of
the policy of the Goverunment, and that
had I believed that mly Colleagues in this
particular matter were not sincere I
would at once'leave the Mlinistry. I see
110 threat in those wordls. I tak-e it that
every Minister first ascertains whether
the policy of the Government is in accord-
ance with his views, and that if il is so
he is free to join the Mlinistry' , and
that he is justified in remtaining in the
Ministry so long as thme Government
maintain the lines of that policy; and I
take it that lie is Justified ini haniding in
his resignation if the Government do not
maintain the lines of that policv. The
member for Subiaco in his inimitable
style translated that aLs a threat, that
unless I got what I wanted I would leave
the Government.

MR. SCADDAN:- It is generallV unlder-
stood as that.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
think the whole question in this debate
depends upon how we regard our railway
s 'ysteml. Do we look upon it as a. Irivtitc
company would, or do we look upon it as
a means of developing the country, not
only studying the direct gain, but also
the' indirect gaini that would accrue to
the community by carryving railways in
certain diedous rOne reason why
I favour the construction of railways
by the GovernUment IS that at broader
view can he take" of the wants and
requirenients of any particular district.
We can ask ourselves not olyi whether
if we put down at line we mnay expect
so much per cent. on our invest-
tment, but whether in the development of
the country' served the indirect gain to
thle State will not more than compensate
for any small loss which may hie made by
the running of any. particular railway.

MAl. SCADUAN : What did von say last
year ?

THE MINISTER FOR WVORKS: I
said nothing last year in contradiction to
what I am saving now. It is the usual

practice for some gentlemen in this
House, without carefully reading what a
mni has said, to impute to him- things
which suit them for the moment, but
which ar'e not in any way consonant
with the views hie has always held. If
members will read the remarks. I mnade
Inst year-and I notice none of chemt
have been quoted-they will see that the
reason why I objected to the railways
last year w as not that the railways might
not be wanted, but that the Bills were

*brought down two or three days before
the close of the session,

MR. H. BROWN: You are doing the
-samfo now.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Nothing of the sort. These Bills have
been before the House for three weeks,
but last year when 1 spoke it was
within 24. hours of the close of the
session, and I asserted that in some in-
stances, possibly in all instances, I
thought incomplete information had been
brought down. This time the circum-
stances are totally different, and I think

* members will agree with me that the in-
formnation thIis timle is in excess of thle
information given last year. Did we have
last year maps before the House showing-
the classification of the laud as fully as
we have this year ? I venture to say that
last year the maps were not so complete
as they are this year, and the sheet dis-
tributed to mnembers contains information
which should go a long way towards en-
abling themn to form judginentg in regard
to these questions, becauise there is no-
thing of a speculative nature in thle
information except in regard to the last
item, and that is catrefully calculated on
at popiulation basis, though I do not attach
m Luch importance to the figures given.-
as to that. We have been able to find
out by investigation the number of acres
alienated, the number under cultivation,
the number which inay COMe under culti-

*vation next year, and the unber ring-
barked, and generall 'y we have been able
to form a pretty fair estimate of what
the state of affairs in the particular part
of the country Served by this line is likely
to be in the niext year or two. Ammv esti-
mate of the traffic over this line must be
of a purely spevulative nature, because wve
know that it a farmer puts dow,. his
land in wheat he may make clhaff of the
crop, or he may reap the crop and turn it
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into grain; and We nil know that the
traffic for the one will be very much
greater than for the other, and that
whether the farmer turns his crop into
wheat or chaff depends very much on
the state of the market for the
time being. So the estimate of
traffic-and there is an estimate of
traffic on the sheet hefore boa. memi-
bers-is only speculative. The point
is :Is there sufficient population
in this part of the country ; are the
people there progressing; are tlbey de-
velopinig their holdings; is there at fair
prospect of mnore laud coming under cul-
tivationl in the near future, and are there
any other industries which mnay tend to
make the railway payable and a profit-
able concern ? I venture to think that
A this is shown with a fair amnount of
exactitude in the figures, given to hion.
members, and I say unhesitatingly, so
far ats I am concerned, that I have not
Ieen able to disczover that anky railway
propositions before this Parliament have
ever been accompanied by such informa-
tion as that now before the House.

Mnp. BATHI: You should look upi the
debates, and you will soon ascertain.

Tnu MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Does the hion. member assumne that I
have not looked up the debates? I say
that I have been unable to find any
railways which have been brought down
accompanied by moure information than
those now before the House. I know
that the country knows very well that
whatever information is brought down,
however voluminous the statistics, how-
ever reliable the reasons given for build-
ing railwvays may be, hon. members
opposite would still complain that there
was an insufficiency of information to
warrant the House passing the Bills. I
regret that the member for Subiaco
should have seen cause to miake. this
indirect attack upon mne. I think I have
exphlined to the satisfaction of the House
the position I took up. It was in no
way an unreasonable or unfair one.

Am.t H. BROWN (Perth): I intend
to say but one or two words on this par-
ticular railway ; T will leave my remarks
on these spur lines to the 0-reenhills-
Quiairading railway; but L say again
wititall due deference to the Minister for
Works who talks of the elaborate planus

before this Chamber, that they have
not been here for mnore than 12 or 24
hours, and that the reports of the
engin eer-s have not been bef ore the
Hfouse any longer. The Ministeris asking
us to proceed now just as blindly as we did
last session. If Ministers studied the
interests of niembers these B ills should
at all events be adjourned for a week to
enable memibers to look through the
reports of the engineers and officials, and
to allow themn to conmc to a. conclusion.
Speaking for myself, this is the only
railway I would he prepared to act blindly
upon. I had the pleasure of going
throughi the district with the late Premier,
and I think it well deserves a railway
but I intend to support the ameunment
so that the route of this and other rail-
ways should be decided upon by a com-
mittee. I would not talk of officials
when we have such gentlemen amongst us
as the member for Irwina, the member for
Williams, the miember for Ifatanning,
and the member for Swvan ;aid while
there are memabers in another place who
should be well able to go through the

Icountry and, with the evidene obtained
by the engineers and surveyors, furnish
the House with anl opinion. I would be
quite lprepared to leave the matter of
routes in their hands. We know that in
the past Governments have taken no
notice whatever of their engineers and
inspectors. I intend to support the
afLndment that the route should be_
considered by a6 commxittee; more
especially I would favour a committee of
members of this and another place.
Otherwise I think this district well
deserves a railway, though p~ossibly it,
wvill be aL failur-e from a. fintancial point of
view.

Ma. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill) : The
Treasurer in the course of his advocacy
of this railway proposal and dealing
generally With the policy of the Govern-
mnt in the construction of spur lines,
practically condemned the attitude lie
has taken up in connection with the Bill
now before us. Fie stated that there was
a difference between the position in con-
nection with this rilway and that
which obtained with the threeo spur
railwvays under discussion at the con-
elusion1 Of thle last sessionl Of Parliament.
He has informed us that a number of
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these railways was mnentioned in the
policy speech of the Premier, and that
therefore members in this Asstinbly
should consider it as a sufficient warning
as to the intentions of the Government
undertaking them, and also as sufficiett
information to warrant then) in entering
upon the construction of this line.

THiE TREAsURER: You are quoting the
niber for Clarenmont I think.
MR. B A TH: I am quoting the

Treasurer. If the Treasurer assures us
that these proposals were well matured
when the Premier delivered his poolicy
speech -because they must have been
matured, the information must have been
'sufficient for the Goverunment toapprove
of the railways at that time, or else they
would not have been mentioned in the
policy speech which the Premier delivered
at Bun bury-what was to prevent thle
Ministry having all the information they
thought necessary at tha~t time to intro-
duce these railwaty proposals at a much
earlier stage of the session We are
perhaps not in quite the same parlous
position as we werg last year, but. it is
almost as bad, because thle evidnnt inten-
tion, with these railways in the forcfront
of time programmre, is to put then) through
and slaughter the other measur-es on the
business sheet for discussion in' this
House; and it mneans that thle r'ailways
to which the Government were commiitted
before the session started, instead of
being introduced when, there was ample
timne for discussion and], if it was thounght
necessary, to secure farther information,
arc, left to thle tag end of the session; and.
we are told we must take what the
Government give us and accepst the
informlation supplied to us, or else be

acsdof hanging uip or delaying the
construction of these railways. So far as
the proposal for the constitntion of a
boa rdof experts is concerned, the Attorney
General assu res us that in one instance he
is not prepared to accept their verdict;
but the question -arises as to whetht'r the
Attorneyv General has sufficient knowv-
ledge, either f romi an engineering point of
view or from practical experience of the
working of traffic, or front a mining or
agricultural Point of View, to he worthy
of notice as -a critic of the report of any
board of experts. -No one will accept the
Attorney General as a. comp1etent critic on
that question, and be uight talk from

now to 12 mouths hence and say he was
not prepared to accept this report or the
report of any advisory' board, without
making him any better authority to be
accepted by this House.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Are you
prepared to accept the report I referred
to?

DIa. BATH: I am prepared to accept
the report of that board on the actualities
of that line, and the Attorney General,
with that sophistry of which h~e is such a
mnaster, is careful to discriminate between
the report of a committee of experts on
the proposition as it was, and this pro.
position presented to us with all the
lhaloes Of imiagination with which the
mnemb ers of the C abine t S Urro und. it. In
one case we are dealing with the facts,
and in the other we are dealing to a large
extent with the imtaginiative and prophetic
capabilities of the members of the
Cabinet, but when it comes to deciding
which is more acceptable to men who
have to look at thes e things froum a coal-
inon sense as well ats financial point

iof view, reports of those who have
looked at the actualities are more
acceptable. I want to refer to the
Jekyl-and-flyde combination of Ministers.

IThe Attorney General gets up to-day
with the informiation at the disposal of
the Government and says he is prepared
to accept themn ; hut if you read the rc-
mnarks of the Attorney General last year
you will find that he took up precisely
the same position which has. been taken
uip by members of this House in asking
for the appointment of an advisory
hoard.

* THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 do0 not
know whether on a. point of explanation,
I having spoken, I should be entitled to

*draw the attention of the House to what
I did say last year.

MR. BATH : I am going to read what
you said.

THiE ATTORNEY GRNERAL:. I have
no doubt the bon. member will read
a portion, and of course we have the
usual instance here of an hon. member
waiting until a member has spoken and
his mou th is shut before hie says anything.
They have the supreme pluck to ventuire
Up)on that course. I only ask whether
I should be entitled to refer to the

*speech.
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MR. SPEAKER: The lion. member may
make any explanation, but only that.

TuE ATTORNEY GENERAL: If so, I
should ask to be allowed to refer to the
summary I made of the requisites ijeces-
sarv in order that members might intelli-
genitly vote on the question. I pointed
out thiat

Had we an estimate of the working costs
and the receipts laid on the table, and a return
showing the situation of the lands, and under
what tenure they are held, also reports show-
ing whether the system of loop or spur was
approved by the Commissioner of Railways,
and by the officers under his control-

MR. HOLMIAN: Is that this year's
Hansard.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Last year's
Hansyard.I
then we would be in a position, after due and
careful study of these documents, to give an
intelligent vote on this matter.

All that evidence is before the Committee
to-night.

ME. BATH: I am going to read the
remarks of the Attorney General as they
were quoted by Mansard, not his inter-
pretation, nor his summary of his own
remarks. He said:

It is impossible to imiagine that lines can be
constructed at every point; and if we some-
what hastily-it will be admitted that descrip-
tion is accurate-devote the funds of the State
to constructing these three lines, it necessarily
means the exclusion of other propositions that
may he more worthy and deserving of our
consideration. I believe it is not a proposi-
tion that recommends itself to the sense of
justice of any member that only three lines
should be before the House on the very
inadequate evidence before us. The Minister
must know that it is equally possible to select
a dozen other lines, with the same recont -
snendations, if the Government were open to
accept their consideration. The member for
Katanning (Hon. F. H. Piesse), necessarily in
favour of the construction of these lines,
suggested an equally admirable proposition in
some other part of the State. I believe that
the me .b er for York (Mr. Monger) is an
advocate of some other line, for which prob-
ably he could produce evidence equally as;
strong as that advanced for other proposi-
tions; and so, throughout the Chamber, men,-
bers could point out that in other parts of the
country lines could be constructed with at
least equal chance of success as the lines
before us to-day. The fourth requirement is
that a return should be laid before "s showing
how the land served by the proposed railways
is held. That is of the greatest possible
importance, because though there is a clause

in the Bill authorising the purchase of the
adjacent land at a valuation, everybody knows
that, once the land is alienated, the Govern-
ment will be at a loss in repurchasing the land
from the holders, and then disposing of it
again on the existing advantageous terms-
advantageous to the settler, but the worst to
the State. Had we an estimate of the work-
ing costs and the receipts laid on the table-

and I do not know that wye have any such
return laid on the table in connection
with these propositions-
-and a return showing the situation of the
Lands, and under what tenure they are held,
also reports showing whether the system of
loop or spur was approved by the Commnis-
sioner of Railways and by the officers under
his control, then we would ho in a position,
after due and careful study of these documents,
to give an intelligent vote on this matter.

Later on, hie says

There is one matter I should like to
emiphasise, and that is that I am thoroughly
in accord with what the Leader of the Opposi-
tion said in regard to the lands lying adjacent
to our existing lines of railway and in regard
to the necessity for having phese lands thrown
open for selection before we push on with the
policy of spur lines. It is , shamne, when
travelling on these lines, to see on both sides
of the railway thousands of acres tied up
purely for speculative purposes ; and at the
same tim are we justified in going in for the
construction of railways to make lands at the
bach of these available for the assistance of
the people of the State ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Why not
read a little farther ?

M R. BATH: The position is not
altered.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Why does
not the lion. member refer to whbere I
alluded to the land tax ?

MR. BATH : The hon. member hats no
land tax.

.THE ATTORNEY GnNERAL: The hon.
member knows perfectly well one was
brought down this session.

MR. BATH: The hon. gentleman Said
we must first have a laud tax and have
these lands under cultivation before we
proceeded with the construction of spur
lines. The position is precisely the samne
now as it was wvhen] the Attorney General
made these remarks.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: There was
no land tax.

AIR. BATH : Whatt is the good of the
Attorney Gener-al trying to crawl out of
the position in that manner ? W~hy does
he not say honestly that he has changed
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his opinion since that time, or that the
exigencies of the situation and of his pre-
sent position necessitate his supporting
these lines agaiinSt his own convictions.
There are only two alternatives, and it is
no use trying to sneak out of the position
in that way.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL:; I Wish I
had an opportunity of replying,

MRa. BATH: -The Attorniey General
alwayvs deals with that mlethod Of argu-
nient. I spoke here last night on the
railways proposed.

THE ATTORNEY GENRsuAL: You did
not dare to say what you say' now,

MR. BATrH: The Attorney General
In's attacked ine tfor the views I expressed
on that occassion, and I have not whined
about not having the right of reply. On
any proposition one member mutst speak
before another, and mnust state his views
on the question irrespective of whether
the other has a chance of rely Or nlot.

THEu ATTORNEY GENEIRAL: YOU Will
take very good care hie has not.

MR. BATH: In this House, in the
majority of instances, in connection withi
propositions, I have had to speak inie-
diately after the Minister who introduced
the Bill or the proposition, and I have
had no chance of reply to the Attorneyv
General, who spoke afier nic, nor do I
whine because he has happened to speak
after me instead of lbefore we.

TnE ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is at
different matter.

Mn. BATH : If the only justification
the Attorneyv General can show for his
change of front is that I am speaking
after him, the position is very' parlous
indeed. The Treasurer, in the course of
his remarks, said they had supplied all
the information that was. necessary, and
he wanted to k-now what additional in-
formation was necessary for this Coin-
inittee, The adfditional information this
Parliamient needs is how this will affect
our present financial p)osition. It is all
very well for the Treasurer to dreLWU Of
the future prosperikVI of this State, of the
development which is going to take place
along these projected railways, while at
the same tinie he is perfectly oblivious, or
evident ly so, of the fact t hat I hie country
is drifting to the dlogs, and that he as
Treasurer, who is supposed to lie ini
control of the finances, and who is ex-
pected to try to lift this country out of

its present depressed condition, is allow-
ing it to drift in the way lie is doing,
without p)utting forward any effort to
arrest its course or retrieve the posi-
tion of Western Australia. In the
present condition of the finiances, when
there is already a deficit of over
£200,000, the greatest question to be
decided in connection with these pro-
positions is as to how the matter is
going to affect our finances. The Trea-
surer has Said 1 'We must go to work.
We want to build these railways, and
we want to find employmnent; " but owing
to Unwise loan expenditure in the past
and additional anthorisation given by the
Loan Estiniates for the ensuing financial
year, we are not spending one additional
pound over and above the total expendi-
ture in 1.903-4, because then we had a
mnuch higher expenditure from revenue,
0o the extent of £300,000 or £400,000.
I am talking about 1903-4, and the
lposition to-day is that we are that much
worse off, becase of unwise loan ex-
peuiditure in the past. I agree with the
hon. gentleman that a, certain amount of
emiployment may be afforded b y the con-
struction of these lines, but unless the
railways help to retrieve our finankiaI
pnsition and contribute somewhat towards
the increased payments of the interest
Bill, the inoment the expenditure of this
money ceases- we shiall be faced with a
very critical position in Western Aus-
tralia.
I TE.E TREASURER: What do you sog-
gest? To stop the works?

Ma. BATH: My suggestion is. not to
stop the works. We have suggested to
us spur railways which, according to
Alinistets, arc to confer a, certain advan -
age on the people along those proposed
lines. By the construction of these lines,
their land values are to be enhanced,
because if the Government land is to he

*enhanced in valuze it stands to reason that
the laud held by private individuals will
likewise be enhanced in Valne. They are
to he provided with fac-ilities for getting
their produce to inark-ct, and the whole

*question we have to consider is whether
we are going to make the people in some
other part of the State, who are already
paying an undue share of the burden,
J~Ay* for the coniferrinig of these advan-
tages, or whether we are going to say
to these people, 11We are going to

'6 DFCF5111ER, 1906.]Preston Valley
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build this line, but we expect yott to
assist at least in some degree to bear the
burden imposed on the State." That is
ant eminently f-air proposition, and one
which they have been forced to come to
in the Eastern States. In Victoria, when
a proposed railway is under considera-
tion, the first thing the Government look
to is a promise from the peopie who wvill
be served by that railway , to put up a
guarantee to recoup them for any loss
that 'nay be incurred, and until they get
that guarantee they do not Proceed with
the work. Precisely the same position
obtains in New South Wales, and they
are following the same course in Queens-
land. Oircunmstances have compelled
them to adopt these conditions. In
regard to the expenditure of loan money
on non-productive works, we are coming
to the same position iii Western Aus-
tralia, and we should not, give these
facilities either for agricultural, pastoral,
or mineral areas without saying, "We
confer certain advantages upon you, and
we want you to bear somie of the burden."
That was the proposal, and it is im.
material to me wvhether we have the
report of anl advisory board or that Of a
committee of experts, or whether we have
the guarantee of the people along the
line; because if in reference to this pro-
posal or -any other the people are pe
pared to give such a guai-antee it shows
that the line is justified ; it is proved to
be justified by their confidence in the
possibilities of the district, wvhich shows
that they have no fear as to the fuitture of
the railway. My proposition, as I stated
on the Loan Bill, is that in connection
with the Norseman railway, since the
betterment principle cannot be- applied
there to the same extent as in an agricul-
tural district, we should have a special
clause giving to the Commissioner of
Railways the right to fix fares for that
distr-ict alone, without any regtu-d to the
scale of fares or charges for freight on
any other existing line of railway. I am
prepared to do that in connection with
the Norsemtan railway, just as I ask-ed
that somke similar provision should be
applied to the agricultural railways. And
I go farther: if we can secure the better-
ment principle and retain in the Bill the
rule that these people shall contribute
somiething in order to secure the benefit
which the line will confer on them, if

they, provide the necessary traffic I would
allow them a rebate of any amount they
pay, because the inse~rtion of any guarani-
tee would be unnecessary if the people
along the route provided sufficient
traffic for the railway. All I want to
secure is that the general taxpayer shall
be protected fromt having anl undue
burden placed on his shoulders. Already
be is called on to pay too much ; and it
is only fair that in the future, with
financial stringency facing its as it
is to-day, we should provide some
protection in regard to farther pro-
positions, so that his interests may be
secured. If that be done, I would say
that anyv district in the State with reason-
able claims to railway communication
should be given railway comnmunication;
and I would be one to advocate the
borrowing of money for the purpose so
long as the settlers were p~repared to
show their confidence in the district in a
practical way by guaraniteeing the State
against undue loss onl the line. I do not
say for one moment that we can expect
these lines-it would be absurd to expect
that-to be profitable pr-opositions from
the outset; but we canl expect that after
facilities have been provided and every-
thing has been done to give the farmers
an opportunity of advantageously work-
ing their land aind putting it to profitable
use, the State should at least be r-elieved
of any, loss on these railways. That, I
think, is a perfectly safe courise, and one
on which no Treasurer is ever likely to
founder. In regard to this particular
line, I cannot speak from per-sonal ex-
perience, but I (-an speak f rout having
conversed with a great many% men who
are qualified to give an Opini on, and I
have heard nothing but praise and the
highest commendation of at least the
first part of the railway along the Preston
Valley. I have heard it spoken of ats
one of the most fertile and productive
places in the State. I know, farther,
from the classification made by the
Lands Department that the land at the
other end of Ihe railway is also a good
belt of country. The whole thing, how-
ever, resolves itself into Ihis. We are in
a parlous fintancial position. Things are

Ibeing pertilittd to drift in a way that
will nmake Western Australia a byword in
the finanicial world; and I say that the
manner in which we are acting in regard
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to expenditure of loan moneys makes it
essential that we should at least try in
some way to protect the State, an d to
pr-oteet the taxpayer from having undue
burdens placed o~n his shoulders in conl-
nection with new railway works.

MR. W. C. A-NG WI N (East ErmUalntle)
I do not intend to take upl mxuclh time onl
tis (qLIeStion. but merely (desire to express
my intention to support the amnrdmeont
for the appointment of a committee to
make farther inqliries into this railway
question. Front what I gathered to-day
from members representilng the district
alfected, this railway appears to be more
of a timber railway than anr agricultural
railway. The principal thing that has
been -alluded to is timber.

XMR. bWING :You could trot have
listened then.

fRE niEmsuiumI :Not at all.
MR. A-NGWIN :I have been here all

the t ime and I hatve listened. Thie memi-
ber for Wellington (M\r. ita * ward) went
very Strongly On the timlber area: tile
member for Nelson (Mr. Laymnan) also
spoke Strongly on the tiniber aspect,
pointing out the possibility of opening
upl this forest countryv for small mill-
Owners, whereby they couid hatve timibor
to place onl the market, [in fact, it appears
to mLe that the whole debate, SO far as
members representing the (listrict are
concerned, ha-.s gone to Show that this is
a timaber railway . Now I should have
thought, since I have been heare this
afternoon and reAW some oIf rte debates
in 1894 dealing with the railway in the
Blackwood (ltstrict, that it wouild be
,advantageous if wve had scone return
showing how many n ew settlers have been
placed onl the land necar Bridgetown and
in the Lower Blackwood districts since
the eoast-urcrion of that railway. 'he
H-ouse witas at that time told that the land
in this district was heavily timbereId, and
that it would cost aI large amiount of
Inoney to clear it ; that in facot it was
almost at matter of impossibility, for some1
trie to carry onl agriculture in that district
,and make It a paying concern.

MAI. 0 ui. Th'eY lure been at it there
for years.-

MR. ANGWUN We find also that in
mny districts a large area of Land h-ab

been, alienated but has not been put to
use.. Therofo, it is also necessary, I
think; before deciding onl thle construction

of a igricultural railway, to ascertain
Iwhether the land alienated onl the route
of thle railway is iii use. or is held for
p irely speculative purposes. As far as
this hine is concerned, 1 knowv that a large
area is merely held without any great
amiount of settlement, and it naturally
follows that aI great deal of this land is
held siuuply for speculative purposes.

MRt. LAI'MAN :What district do you
allude to?

MR. EWING :You don't k(now any-
thing about it.

MR. AN4WI N :Thie trend of legis-
lattion to-daly is towards small holdings.

Lbelieve the present Government have
adopted that as part oif their policy. I
believe that during this session, before
f had the honour of being a member (-f
the House. a Bill was introduced for the
purpose of limiting agricultural holdings.
No doubt such -a Bill was found neces-
.;Iry by reason of speclation in times
gone by.

.1il. LAYMAN : There is no large area
held in the whole district.

MIt. ANOWIN :In dealing wvith new
agricultural lines it is most necessairy to
See that the land close to the r-ailway is
retaine] fox new settlers, whomn I believe
it is the intention of the Government to
put onl the land, if possible. I do not
know whether the GIovernment, when
inti educing the Bill limiting individual
holdings of now unalienated I-and intcndoed
to adopt that priciple in regard to this
line. I know that large areas of land
have been granted at a very late date,
granted to certain owners of property
closely adjoining this railway. In fact
I may say that only recently, since thiS

IRailway Bill has been announced, a
I gentleman in another place has been

granted ant area adjoining this railway
of something over .5.000 acres.

MIR. Ewrx, :'That is not trite.
i MR. .ANGW[ N : I do not know whether

Ior not it is trim. but I anti merely conming
to th i, point: if ai cornmittee of inquliry

tWere app)ointed onl the question of this
line to decide whether a railway should

~be constructed or not, no doubt that
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ccnmnittee would make due inquiry as to
whether land along the proposed route
had been taken up for speculative pur-
poses, or whether the construction of the
railway would assist genuine settlers.
For this reason it is miy intention to
support the aitendinent of the member
for Ivanhoe (Mr. Seaddan), not oniy in
regard to this railway but also in regard
to other similar propositions.

Tim PREMRIER (onl the amiendmient): I
have already spoken fuLlly an the measu8Lre
in introducing it; and I do, not consider
it necessary to say mnuch Onl tile ameond-
meat, except that the Gloverrnent have
On several occasions been twitted wihr
being afraid to take any responsibility,
with Putting responsibility Onl select corn-
nittees and boards. Now when a board

is appointed, what different informnation
can it get f romn that which 1. gave the
1-ouse the other night '1 As a rule the
Enigineer-ini-Chief is suggested ats a iru-
her of the board, with in the case of
goldfield railways the State Mining
Engineer, and possibly a representative of
the Railway Department ; whilst in the
case of agricultural railways the manager
of the AgriCalturil Bank, or somre officer
of the Lands Department, would take the
place of the State Mining 1'rigirmeer. The
information which has been submitted
to the House in connection with this Bill
is, I utaintain, very exhaustive indeed.
I do not think there has ever been itro-
duced into this Legislative Assemnbly a
railway proposition in connection with
which futller inforinctien has been
given, thatn we have had to-night. In
the old days, we know, absolutely no
information wats given in the way of
returns, Bills being practically put
through simply for the reason that the
Government advocated thema. Flere we
have endeavoured to advance good, solid
reasons why this railway should be con-
structed, and any mnan who has looked
at the proposal and has considered the
argumenits advanced in support of the
railway must recognise that in this
instance thle Governmlent have put for'-
ward a very good case. T1he mnember
for East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) has
stated that he understands many large

areas have beenl taken up on this linc
but during the course of my secon
reading speech I intimated, that or
gratifying featuire 0f this particular pri
posall was thle famct that very few persoi
omm the first part of the line held Iau
exceeding 1,000 acres.

MR. Ascoww: But some has bee
taken tip lately, hais it not 1

Tims PR.ENIIER I think the landt
which the hon. mtemnber possibly rceie
may be somie at a considerable distarn
beyond the terminus of the line; becauis
by tturning his attention to that particula
area, he will notice that, wvith thci excel
tiomi of the 08,000 acres recently classifiei
the whfole of it had been taken up. Quit
recently, however, this particu lar are

Ihas been forfeited, and we have now
classification showing the area and ester
of Governmeant land. None of that bri
been thrown open, nor is it the intentia
of the Goverrnent to threw that Ian
Open inktil after the railway is anthoriser
oo that the Stkate will gain the enhlance
value which wiii accrue to' the land b
railway construction. Of that area
98,000 acres, 42,000 aicres is first-clas
land, about the sarne acreage is seconic
class, anid there is from 1-2,000 to 14,00
acres :of third-class land. As that area
at present situated sorneth'ing like 41
or 50 miles fromt the railway, what is
worth to the country or to any ma~ntakin
it uip nowI Very little indeed. 1{e en
only raise a few sheep ont it -certainl3
hie cannot go in for cultivation. Bti
givent railway facilities, the Goverrninn
will be able to dispose of that land, at a
events of the first-class Land, for frorn IM
to L5s. or.Ci per acre ; and people will b
very glad to have the opportunity c
taking it tip. One noticeable feature c
this railway proposal is that aIt thle lical
of the line the country is particularly we
watered. A glance at the miap shows tim
the Blackwood River flows right throug)
this area ; and I learn from the report c
the classification that some of thle Pool
are three and four 1mules lOng. The office
responsible for the elassificatien state
that water is; easily obtained in all part
of this district. 'In regard to the are
taken up, I may say that the idea of thi
line, its objective, is the Great Southerj

[ASSEMBLY-1 Railway Pill.
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Rtailwvy. At tile present timie there is an
interval of something like 40 miles
betweent this linie and the end of thle line
whlichI is being built to the Groait Southern
railwaZy. Indeed when that section is
conistructed, a trunk line will connect the
two0 ri-tllway systemIs, an~d thle People OnL
the coast will be able to exchange their
produce in the way of root crops, timber,
etc., for the wheat, flour, and so forth,
produced along the (Great Southern Rail-
tray. Durinig the Last 12 mionthis soicl-
thing like -50,000 acres hats been taken
uip within 30) mileg of the terminus of
this railway , and the people who have
taken Up thiat Country are: making very
extensive improvements. .Quite recently,
accomnpanied by the Honorary Minister,
I had the opportunity of traversing this
particular area, and I could not fail to be
struck with the0 substAntial imnprove-
nients made. One great drawback to
,he people who are making these improve-
inents is the fact that iii many inistances,
owing to the boggy nature of the roads,
,hey have to pay up to 2s. per mile per
;on for their wire and building material
nirted fromn Donnybrook. "In regard to
what the Leoader of the Opposition has
-tated in connection with the necessity
'or, Showing that this railway will pay
working expenses, we all recognise that
is far as possible these railways should
.ay working expenses. and we art; pre-
pared to agree with himi that at the early
itage of their existence it is too much to
,xpect these rail.ways to pAY interest and
;inking fund as wvell. Power is given
inder the existing Railways Act, in Section
?2, to enable special chiarges on any special
ines or any part thereof to be made, by
he Conimissioner with the approval of
lie Oovornor-im-Council, while an amenild-
ug Bill now on the Notice Paper will
,rovide for additionlal terIriinal charges.
Liafy of these peojple have intimated thait
hey are quite willing to bear any
idditional impost. A man who hlas to
may I s. per ton per mile to cart his produce
nhl be quite prepared to pay Id. or 3d.
)or ton provided h o' ts railway facil ities.
Cho member for E ast Fremantle has
Ifludetl to the fact that to a large extent
his particular railway is a timber line.
o doubt if this linec is constructed, in

addition to giving facilities for settlenett
Oil the land it will open uip a coniderable
ariEa oif some of thle finest tiimber forest
in the world. Mr. Hrastie, a forest ranger
who ha-Ls had considerable experience in
connection with the timbers of Western
Australia, has advanced his opinion that
this line passes through one of the finest
forests in the State; and in accordance
with instructions, lie ]has selected several
sites so that if the line is constructed it
will enable sinall null-owners who are
anxious to got to work as early as possible
to select timber land within easy (listance
(if the railway. In regard to the state-
ment made eaIrl ier in the debate by the
member for Guildford;- the hon. memaber
Said tha3t thle q nest ion of cheap) railway
constrUCtion had been solved to a very
large. extent, and lie was particular to
give every credit to the engineering
dlepartmient oil this accunt ; bt I would
like to saky that the GJovernment are
entitled to.a little credit in regard to the
cost of thle construction of these railways.
When an estimate was brought down
to the H ouse last session. tile official
es-timlate Of thle Cost Of the construct ion
was E£1.355 per mile h ut in the course
of the speech I made lifter the Minister
for Worksq had spoken, f. advanced as my
opinion that these railwatys could he con-
structed at a considerably less cost than
tie estimate given by the departmental
officers. Consequently, in the recess Y
made it my duty to do all that I possibly
could to see that these specifications wore
cuit downi in order to allonw thle lines to
be conlstructed at tinder £61,100 per mile;
and as aL result of consultation with the
engineering officers, the 77 m-iles of rail-
way have been conistructed at a cost of
LI17.850 less than the estimate put before
the House. So I think rMemnbers of the
Rason (lovernment anld the present
Goverzneoat dleserve some credit for
insisting on their officers keeping the
estimate down as far as possible. We
know tha-t ire can spend anything we
like on a radunya unless we insist that the
railway shiall as Far as possible follow the
contour of the country and that there is
no Undue extravagance for oarthworks,
sleepers, or any of thle woodwork in con-
nection with the construction of tile
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railways. Unless this is particularly uni-
pressed on those engaged in supervising
and in construction, it will mean that. the
cost of construction Will considerably
exceed what has been the cost of the titles
recently constructed. The hon. member
drew attention to the fact that lie con-
sidered that as fast as drnainage Was
concerned a little miore information
might have been given. He was under
the impression that very little traffic
would run over the lines in the w-inter-
Trhe hen. membier and other niembers
have had experience ats far as the Eastern
aIndi the 0ot~fields Ra-ilways are concerned.
On those lines, as far as drainage is con-
cerned. it is a small matter indeed. The
miain, object the engineers should have
in view i8 to get the water away from) the
railways as quickly as possible. Conse-
quently, instead of putting in a side drain
soae. l0ft, or MOt. away from thle form-
ation, it Is necessary to get the wrater
away as quickly as possible; and inembers
who know the goldfields will have noticed
that the side drains are 21t. or aft. away
f rom the formation, so that the wrater
gets away very quickly and no trouble
is occasioned in the winter time.

AIR. JohnzsoN : There i5 a considerable
space on the TDowerin line w-here there
is; no drainage at all.

THE PREMIER: I1 understood that
it was pretty well. sandy country, and
sandy country needts no draining. Trhe
Kurrawang Company are drawing some-
thing like 1,000 tons of firewood ever
their light lines per day, and there is. as
far as the Norseman line is concerned.
nothing to prevent its Ibeing constructed
ais cheaply as the firew.ood company's
line.

MR. JOHNSON : Where the inair Portion
of the traffic runs onl the firewood coim-
pany'sa line it is not as light as the
])oweria line. There is mole capital
expenditure on it.

THE PREMIER: Oh, dear no. As
regards the ca pital expenditure an the
Kurrawanig line, I srid when s~peaking
last year that I had informiation that 10
miles of earthwork onl the KurrawiAng
line, was let at the rate of £ 10 a 111il0.

.)N. .Jonnsox- : That wrould be otis of
then feedeors ill thle bulsh.

THE PREMI:ER:, I s&d_
This is a line not ballasted which is carrying

a minimum freight traffic of 1,000 tons per day.
This is sufficient evidence that similar lines
are all that are necessary to serve ag-ricultural
districts.
I was speaking of the-cost of the Norswiman
hueo. There ib -no0 reason why that line
should not be built equally ais cheaply as
the Dowerin line, plits the extra amiount
entailed onl the hautlage oif the rails there,
and thle extra cost of laboitr which would
amount to practically 25 per cent. on thle
rates that are ruling in the agriculturLi
districts.

MR. .JOHNSON : Onl tlhe Norsemlan lint
there will 1)e a few more engineering
difficult ies.

Tfri PREMI ER: There may bt; a
few more ; bitt I maintain that thle
estimtate put down is a very liberal one,
and 1 4"1n satisfied that if parliamnentary
authorisation is given for the construction
Of that line it will be found that it will
be constructed well within the estimiate.
[MA. JOHNSON : Har, hecar.J I do not
propose to detain thle (louse at anly length.
I would only like to say in connection
wvithi thc information we have supplied,
that I ama not aware that we could get
aniv more. Ths information we have got
is all the information the Engineer-in1-
Chief and his officers could give us. The
information in regard to the tin)ber is
thle information supplied by the officers
of the Forestry ])eparr.rnent, who spent
considerable time iii collecting and
collaborating it. In regard to the land
it has been reported on by the Chief
Inspecting Surveyor of the Lands Dcpart-
ment, Mr. Brockmnan, while the classi-
ficaion and the full details are made
avilable to the Honse b~y Mr. Thompson,
the Chief Inspector of Lands. If we had
fifty boards of experts, I maintain that
we could get no additional information.
'rho responsibility rests on Parliament to
say whether the railway is justified or
not, and not onl the officials. As Leader
of this~ Government I am prepared to
take thle responsibility for the railw:.y
propos Als brought down.

[ASSEMBLY.] Railway Bill.
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Amendment put,v
with thie followingAys .-

Noes

Mlajority agol

Mir, Aungwin*E
Mr. BathW'
Mr. IL Brown
Mr. Collier

Mr, Johnson
Mr, Stuart
Mr. Walter
'Mr. Ware
Mr. Sciudan (Taller)

ndl a
ros il

inst

division taken

20

NOE$.
Mr, Barunett
Mr. Brebher
Mr. Cowoher
Mr. Davies
Mr. Eddy
Mr, Ewinag
Mr. Foulkea
Mr. Gregor,
Mr. Gull
Mr: Hay ward
Mr. Heitniann
'Mr. Horan
Mr. Hudson
Mr. fllingworth
Mr. Kenane
Mr. Lay-men
Mr. McLarty
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. 'Monger
Dir. N. J. Moore
Mr. S. F. Moore
Mr. flesse
Mr. Price
Mr. Smith
Mr. Stone
Mr. Troy
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Veryard
Mr. A. J. Wilson
'Mr. F. Wilson
Mx. Hardwick (Teller)

Amendment thus negatived.
Question put and passed.
Bill road a second time.

BILL-COOLGARDIE-NORSEMAN
RAILWAY.

SECOND READING.

Resumed fr-om the previous Tuesday.
Ma. J. SOADDAN (Ivanhoe): I desire

to say but very little on the second read-
ing of the Coolgardie-Norseman ]Railway
Bill, and so that tbee should be no mis-
understanding I wish to make it per-
fectly plain at the outset that I believe
that Norseman should he connected with
our railway system. I venture to say
that possibly after all there has not been
enough attention paid to the route of
this particular line. I have looked closely
at the map provided in the Chamber for
inspection by members, and I am very
doubtful whether Coolgardie is the best
possible starting point. It is urged by
many who support ihis line that the
timber country through which it will
pass will cause the line to become a
payable proposition because there is a
onsiderablc amount of good mining

Yorsowin Refilway: [6 DUE.1111131f, 1906.1

timber and also firewood timber which
will be carried along- the Norsenman line
to the Golden Belt at Kalgoorlie. If
that is the object of the construction of
the line, it certainly should commence
from a. point nearer to the Kalgoorlie
belt, so that the carriage should not be
over such a great distance as it will be if
the line be constructed from Coolgardie.
I know something about that country. I
understand that. the line will have to
proceed about 12 milles from Coolgardie
before it will touch any thing like timber
coutry from a firewood standpoint or
mniiing timber standpoint. That means
thfat timbn er wvillI have to be carried 12 miles
to Ooolgardie at the least, and an addi-
tional 27 miles to the mines at Kalgoorlie,
or a total of something like 40 miles, in
round figures. Whereas if that line were
to cornmenee from Boulder or Lakeside,
and I say Boulder because after all it may
he well to avoid the stiff grade between
Lakeside and Boulder, good timber could
be cut about five miles from Lakeside,
and Lakeside is about five miles f romn the
Kalgoorlie belt. It wont(] make the total
d istance a i ttle o ver seven or ei ght m iles,
or ten to twelve miles at the outside. It
would pa~ss tlhrough excellent timber
country to Widgemiooltha, and moreover,
according to the report of the State
Mining, Engineer, the country between
Coolgardie and Widgenicoltha, while of
a gold-bearing nature, certainly will
not, in his opinion, rend very much in the
direction of making this line a% paying
piropositionl. I know, however, that there
are good p~roperties between Lakeside
and Widgeniooltha. ited Hill and Wol-
lubar, and one or two other places are
very promising districts.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : Are there
any mining people in WolubarP

MR. SCADDAN: Certainly there are.
THiE A.TTORNEY GENERAL: Damns.
NaI. SCADDANZ The hon. gentlemian

does not know much about the couintry
surrounding 'his own electorate, otherwise
he would riot have asked the question.

THE: ATTORNEY GENERAL: Is there a
battery at Wolln bar?

MR. SCADDAN: Yes, there is a
lbattery crushingy at Wollubar. The bon.
gentleman cannot extend his opinions on
the goldfields outside the Kalgoorlie
electorate, apparently' . Only the other
night wre had to remind him that there
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was such a place as Boulder, his mem-
ory is getting so shockingly bad. flow-
ever, I desire to sky that it would be as
well if the Government were to consider
the advisability of tcking Lakeside or
Boulder the starting point of the Norse-I
man li ne. lIlt willI shorten the distance of
the construction of this line, -and more-
over make the line a payable proposition
from the outset. When a proposal was
bef ore the Labou r Governmnent. f or a con -
cession to construct a timber line from
Lakeside in a south-westerly direction, a
great deal of noise was made by the
Cooltgardie people and also by the Norse-
mian representative, it being urged
that this concession would come into
competition with thie Norsemuan line when
constructed from CO.olgardie. The result
was that the applicants for the concession
had to amend their application so as to
run the liue in a south-easterly direction,
in the direction of Mount Monger. T
venture to say that the Coolgardie to
Norsemnan line as proposed by the p)resent
Government will never rea':h any timber
country that the proposed concession
would have touched, and the result, of
adapting the proposed route will be that
so far ats firewood and mining timber are
concerned no traffic will he carried on the
Norseman line. I do not want to put
anything in the way of the construction
of a, line to Norsenman.

TaaF PREMIER: I do not wish to
interrupt the hion. member, hut would he
be gobd enougrh to state what is the
nature of his amnendmient?

A. BOA DEAN: I have not moved
an amendment.

Tnn& PREMIER: I understood you
desired to let the House know it was
your intention Io move an amendment.

MnR. SCADDAN: I.1 did not say any-
thing of the kind.

THE. PREIlER-. I certainly under-
stood from the hion. member's speech
that there was an intention to move an
amendment with regard to the starting
point of this particular line.

MR. SOADDAN: No. I wanted to
make it perfectly- clear I was not opposi ng
the construction oif a line to Norsemnan,
and that it was desirable that Norseman
should be connected with our railway
system, but I was doubtful whether the
starting point was the best under the

circumstances. I do not think I said
anything farther than that. I dlid not
have any intention of moving an amiend-
mnen t

MR. FOULKES: Do you suggest a
starting point?

Mr. SOADD AN. I suggested it would
be advisable to make it Lakeside or
Boulder. I mention Boulder because it

Imay be desirable to avoid the very heavy
grade between Lakeside and Boulder,
that is it would he against the load.
This could be avoided by making Boulder
the starting point and letting the line go
in a south-easterly direction until it
reaches Mt. Robinson, which would open
some splendid timber country, and supply
Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie with splendid
mining timber for at great number of
years, and also open uip some promising
fields between Lakeside and Widge-
mooltba. I do not desire to put any-
thing in the way of the construction of
this line, but I wish the Government to
grive somne consideration to the question.
We know that Coolgardie has a claim
upon this country, Coolgardie being the
starting point of this line simply because
iU was made the starting point for the
Esperance. Railway after an agitation
commenced on the goldfields of which the
Attorney General was president, and a
worthy president for a considerable time,
until he becamnea member of the Cabinet.
Unfortunately ever since then no point
has been mentioned which would lie a
better starting point than Goolgardie.
1 venture to say that if the Government
would consider the point they would find
that the route I suggest would shorten
the distance and make that line a paying
proposition from the very outset.

Tan MITrNSTER. FOR MiENsS: It would
shorten the distance of construction.

MR. SUADDAN: Yes.
ME-MkqFE: What about carriage for the

Norseman people?
Mn. SCA-DDAN:. It would be very

little becaLuse it would come in the zone
system. It is imot the same as carrying
from Norseman to Coolg-ardie from
Perth to Norseman would be on the zone
system. While supporting the line I
am only asking, that the Government
should consider this point. I do not
propose to move any amiendment, in the
direction of making Boulder or Lakeside
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he starting point, but the question is
mne 1 have consdcred a little.

TytE PREMIERt: Would not that run
hrough the Hampton Pl1ains Estate?

1iu . SOADDAN: -Not necessarily
hrough1 the Hampton Plains Estate at

Mat. GULL,: I have gone through the
olans.

M F. SOA DDAN. I have gone through
lie plans as well. I went through the
dans with the Honorary Minister of the
gtlbour Government (MIr. A ngwin). and
e find it is possible without goingc off

]most a direct route to Red Hill and
lakeside.

M. HORtAN:- Red Lill is shut up.
Mu. SCADDAN:. Red Hill is not shut

p.
THE PREMIER: To go from Lakeside
)Widgcmooltha you have to go through
me Hampton Plains land,
Ma. SOADI)AN: No; you have not.
tis not necessary to pass through the

Campton Plains laud at all. I think it
i between Block 52 and Lot 48, I amn
ot exactly sure, there is land not held
y the Hampton Plains Company. It is
ossible to get through there in almost a,
irect line, and it will mean a, consider-
ble anmount to mines on the Kalgoorlie
at which in a very few years will have
P pay a great price for firewood. When
e are constructing a, line in that direc-
on we should do it with the greatest
Ivantage to the greatest number. I
ope the' Government will take the
atter into consideration before the point*
decided.

TEE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
Gregory) :In dealing with the ques-

on of this railway I hope that no
insideration will b~e given to altering
te starting place of the line. The object
.the Bill is to try and develop the

orsemian field with a view of bringing
ade to Coolgardie or Kalgoorlie. It is
irdutyto try and carry out aproposition
*'this sort. If we are going to extend
'e distance by 20 miles, necessitating
creased f reighit to those who desire to
ad their products to the Norsemnan
did, it will mnean an increased chiarge
-)ofl the production of that field.
Ma. SCADDAN: What would be the
iference between the freight from Cool-

gardie to Norseman and that Erorn Boulder
to NorsemnanY

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: It
would be quite app)reciable. I cannot see
that an 'y reasons can be given which
would warrant the difference. The
lpresent railway going from Coolgardie
wvill go through some very good centres.

A. SCADDAN:- Where are they ?
THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The

line would give facilities to the people of
Burbauks ; there is auriferous country
all the way down; and although in the
Widgccnooltha country up to thc present
time the prospecting work has not proved
reproductive, yet I feel sure that in the
future we shall have some good mines in
that district. There is an enormous area
of auriferous country around Widge-
moo] tha; I have seen ver "y promising
reefs there; end I am satisfied that
although it may he years before a good
find is discovered in that district, the
place will come forward in time.

MEMBER: There are two good propo-
sitions working now.

TEu MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes;
but, the field has not come into such prondi-
nenee as one might have expected from
the fact that a, mine was working there in
1893; it has not progressed as well as
one might have hoped. At the sne
time, there are nu~merous low-grade pro-
positions on the field, I remember in-
spectiiig a lode running from five to six
or seven weights-an enormnOus proposi-
tion -one which could not be worked at
that time owing to the great expense
attendant on the working. Widge-
mooltba is a plac which will carry a
large population if mining c~an be carried
on there cheaply and economically. At
fligginsville there is a new district which
at the present day is extremely promising.
Not only in and around Higyginsville,
howe-ver, have new discoveries been
made; there have been finds 12 miles
away, which at the present time are
supporting a fair population. When we
consider the history of Norseman, with
all its difficulties, andl it had a lot of diffi-
c'ilties indeed to contend with, and then
observe the production of that field and
how consistent the production has been, I
think we may rest satisfied that.Norse-
man is one of those mining fields which
have come to stay, and for years and
years to come will he a consistent produ-
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cer. In 1900 the production was 34,000
ounces of gold; in 1901, 29,000 ounces;
in 1902. 28,000 ounces; in 1903, 33,000
ounces; iii 1904, .31,000 ounces, and last
year some '26,000 ounces. Up to the
present the district has produced over
800,000 ounces, worth over £1,200,000-
a big record for a field nearly 120 miles
distant from the railway and where the
cost of production has necessarily been
high. We have had special mining in-
spections of that district, and we know
that it has enormous low-grade pro-
positions. Perhaps with big mills and
ith economic admninistration -and to)

that end rail way facilities aie necessary so
that goods may be transported cheaply-
mining on a large scale may be carried
on, and the low-grade propositions may
result in the employment of a large
number of people. I think Norseman is
a field which, if it wvere not for the bogey
of the Esperance Railway, would have
bad railway communication many years
ago. It has been a solidly consistent
producer, and I fear that it has been only
on account of that bogey-

MEMBER: It is not a bogey.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES:

With somne it is. The member for
Kanowna (Mr. Walker) spoke strongly.
in favour of the extension of this line to
the coast. We have no intention in anyv
shape or form of muaking any snoh sug-
gestion to the House. If it is proposed
here that the railway should he taken
from Coolgardie to Esperance, I myself
would be one of the strongest opponents
of the measure. At present my object is
to try to assist a mining district, a dis-
trict deserving of support, and one which
1 feel assured will, with cheap comnmuni-
cation, turn out to be at far bigger pro-
ducer than it has been in the past, and
one giving employment to a far larger
number of our people. Some reference
has been made in other speeches to the
necessities of other districts. I admit
that there are other districts well worthy
of railwayv communication. The Lawlers
district, for instance, is one which
should receive consideration. In that
place it is almost impossible, owing
to the heavy cost of timber, to carry
on minling, especially in the case
of large lodes, unless they happen
to be particularly rich. I should have
been very pleased if we could, on this

occasion, have introduced also a meaLsU
for the construction of a railway frc
Ljeonora, to Imawlers. However, go1
fields members should have been inc
than satisfied in connection with t
Loan Bill, so far as rail1way proposals ii
concerned. Blut they say that the oh-
plank in the Govern meat's platform
to assist the agricultural industry, wh
they see that the Goverinnent's railw
proposals show the amount allowed f
atssisting the mining industry is mu
greater than that to assist a gricultu-
Goldfields members should feel excec
iligly pleased so far as our propositic
for mining districts are concerned. Ho
ever, there are other districts which inL
receive consideration in the future. T
district mentioned by the member f
Murcliison (Mr. Holmnan), Mfeekathanl
is springing up into a good producer.
has not yet had time to show what
poten tiali ties are, except in small crus
ings, but I am quite satisfied that in t
near future it will be a big producer, a:
will have a corresponding claim for co
siderttion. Norse -man, however, has t
pro-eminent claim. It is adistrict whi
was promised railway corn inunicati
years and years ago. It has, during;
this time, upheld its place as a consiste
producer, and as a provider of emplc
ment for large numbers of our peep
I think,, taking all thin into considei
Lion, there is every justification, in t
statistics which have been placed befc
hon. members, for the construction of t
line. Apart from the interest of t
people of Norseman, I hardly think th
at this late stage it would be wise
alter the starting point. It has aiwa
been described as the Coolgardie-Nor
man line; I think it is the shorte
line, and on these grounds 1 hope the
will be no farther objection to the passhi
of the measure.

MR. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford
I wish to offer just a. few remarks befo
the second reading of this rneasui
Mlthough the Norseman field has be'
brought prominently before the Horn
and although it has been largely adVE
tised for mnany years on the Easte:
Goldields and in other parts of Australi
stil it is one of those fields whicbh I,
received little attention at the hands
prospectors. It is true that Norsem[
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itself lias received at good deal of atten-
tion, but the area bpetween Coolgardie and
Norsemnan is one of those which haV13 been
very little prospected. As the Mlinister
for Mines pointed out, around Widge-

nooliha is one of the best looking,
stretches of country one could possibly
find on the goldfields. and a country
which I venture to say has receivv:d the
least possihie attention.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
an enorious area of it.

MR. JOHNSON: It is true that the
arpa is enormuous. On one or two occa-
sinus, passing through that country, I
have thought it would parv one, to put in
at few mon01ths prospeoting in the district.
Perhaps no stronger argumient in favour
of the contention that this country has
not been prospected to any great extent
could be adduced than the simple fact
that within four iniles of the coach road,
a road over which coaces have been
running for the last, eight or ten years.
the HiggCinsville field has been found.
That goes to show that the coach has been
actually' running for about 10 years
within four mniles, Of a great payable pro-
position, and I regu1rd that as a sufficient
argument to convince the House that the
district has not been anything like ade-
quately prospected. Mr. Higgins went
practically into the virgin country, four
miles f rom the coach road, and discovered
a field, which. is now keeping four mnills
of stamps going. I think this suffi-
cient to prove that in asking for
the constructiOnl of this railway we
are not asking that a line should be
built simply for the benefit of the Norse-
mein goldfield. I believe the line ittl
result in the opening up of other fields,
and in the development of new finds.
Beyond the end of the road from
Coolgardie to Norseman especially do I
anticipate great developments, and round
and about Widg-ieiuooltha. No w, I
know that hon. members would raise no
oIbjection to this line if they thought it
would not pass Norsemnan. I have lived
on the goldflelds for many years, and at
one time, in the rarly history of the
State, I did think that we should be
justified in building a. line from Cool-
gardie to Esperance. Of later years I
hiave not been enthusiastic iii regard to
t hat proposition; and, when in the
Daglishi MNinistry as member for Kal-

goorlie, I stated emphatically that I
would op~pose a line going past Norseman
-- that I was convinced the Norseman
goldfield justified a line from Coolgardie,
but that there was no justification for
continuing that tine any farther. So I
desire to Uemuphasise mny opinion that if
this line is passed no Parliament will
ever agree to its continuation from
Norsemian to Esperance. I think it
would be detrimental to the best interests
of the State, and unsatisfactory from
many points of view. With these few
remarks, I desire to say that I consider
the Ooolgardie-Norsemnu line one of the
most justifiable railwa~y propositions in
the State, and that I trust it will receive
the unanimous support of members of
the House.

AIR. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet):-
I rise not to oppose the passing of
the Bill, but in order to draw attention.
to the fact that more important sections
of the State have been overlooked, owing
to preference having been giving to
furnishing Norsemnan with railway com-
miunication. I must express my keen
disappointment at the manner in which
the Government have dealt with that
portion of the State in which railway
construction is more justifiable than it is
in the Norseman districL; which can be
proved absolutel 'y, not only by the gold
production but also by the development
of the districts to which I refer1 especially
bearing in mnind the length of time they
have been in existence. The line I speak
of miost particularly is one for the survey
of which the Loan Bill provides a sum of
£12,000, a line from Mount Magnet to
B3lack, Range.

THiE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Won't it
comeP

Ma. TROY: It will comne, but; I hold
it should have arrived by this time.

Tffu ATTORNEY GENERAL: HOW Could
we bring in a, Bill before we made a
survey ?

Mfn. TROY: How could you bring in
the Hlopetoun-Ravensthorpe railway

Ibefore a survey was made?
T1HE ATTORNEY GENERAL: A survey

has been made.
MR. TROY: No, it has not been

made. M1r. MuTIir made a rough surrey
from Mount Magnet to Black Range; as
dlid also 'Mr. Montgomery, the State
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Mining Engineer, a year ago. That con-
tention of the Attorney General cannot
hold water for one moment. Takinga
into consideration the fact that the
Norsenan field has been in existence for
12 years, and that, de-spite the many ad-
vantages it has had, it. does net produce
to-day half as much gold lper month as
is produced by Black Range, how can
the preference to Norsemnan he justified?
There is another side to the question:
the fact that, after Norseman, every
locality will be served from Esperance.

MR. Hun~soN: What about Dundas
itself ?

Mn. TROY: A place called Dundas,
exists, but that is all I can say for it.
The Dundas goldfield is embraced within
the boundaries of Norseman and Priacess
Royal, and outside that I doubt whether
a single ounce is produced by another
field.

MR. HanDsoN:' What about BooldaniaP
MR. TRO: That is away towards

Eucla, and f believe Booldania has some
salt lakes.

THE ATTORNEY G-ENERAL: What about
the Peninsula ?

Mn. HuDSON: .Rave a look at the
map.

Mn TROY: There is no need to look
at the map. All the arguments of cer-
tabn members are based on the map, a
piece of linen on which various districts
are outlined and the names of towns
printed, with a, streak showing the route
of the line. I prefer the iaformatibn
given by thle Mines Department showing
the actual quantity of gold won from the
district, so that I may compare that. with
the quantity won from the Black Range
district. Behind the Princess Royal
there is no company to be served by this
railwayv ; but behind the Black Range
district is a very large area to be served
by a railway froui Mt. Magnet to Black
Range. There is the whole of the East
Murchison G-oldfield, Lawlers, Kathleen
Valley, Mt. Sir Samuel, Darl6t, and the
Vivian, But because the Attorney
General happens to have atdvocated the
line to Norsemian, hie thinks himself
bound to support it in preference to the
Black Range proposition.

Mn. SCADDAN:; He ad vocated thle Cool-
gardie-Esperance line, not the line to
Norseman,

MR. TROY: Yes; but now he will go
half way by taking thle line to Norseman,
thus apologising for abandoning his
principles. T do not wish to be harsh
on thle Attorney General, who, T believe,
has received uore than his due to-night.
In the Jprinted tables supplied, reference is
made to the pastoral lands available on thle
Norseman route. How much stock do
those lands carry, and what sort of stock ?
Probably the Aittorney General or the
member for Dundas will be able to tell
us whether it consists of sheep, cattle,
camels, or rabbits. I know of no stock
except camiels that the country will sup-
port. But the country between Mt.
Magnet and Black Range has been take n
up these twenty years. and is stocked.

MR, S, F. MOORE: YOU will have thle
rabbits thiere.

MR. TROY: The hon. member has or
had some countryr in that locality, and to-
da.y that country is carrying cattle and
sheep, and thle whole area is taken up to
the north and south of the route which
the Black Range line would traverse.
We can show in that district not ofilv a
much larger area of pastoral land, buti a,
munch larger number of sheep and cattle
than will be found in the country to be
traversed by the line from Coolgardie to
Norseman, I shiall not oppose this line,
believing that above all others the gold-
fields lines will best justify their con-
Otruction. The Minister for Mines, not
now in his seat, specially referred to the
fact that the present Government have as
a chief plank in their pltform the con-
struction of light lines in the agricultural
districts. That information is new to
ins; and if the Minister were at Menzies
instead of here, he would say the c~hief
plank was the construction of goldfields
railways. Undoubtedly the lines which
in the past hlave paid their way and
justified their construction are the gold-
fields lines, and they are the only lines
which have paid. I doubt whether the
Norseman line will pay: at the same time
there is a large area of wooded country
along thieroute, and thie timber will be use-
ful as firewood tothe mines onthe Kalgoor-
lie belt. Moreover, the Dundas Gold field
has been somne twelve years in existence
and deniands encouragement; and to
give it that encouragemnent I am willing
to vote for the railway ; hut I hlave to
express my keen disappointment at the
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fact that railway s not so justifiable as
otherS haLve been given jrefvr~iwe to slidi
as the line from Mtl. Magnlet to Black
Rang'e.

MnIt SCADDAN: YOU need a Govern.-
inent supporter at one end.

Mn . TRO I do not think that has
anything to do with it.

MR. SCADOAN:- Look up the lines in
the schedule to the Loan Bill.

Aln. TROY: There is frequently a
Government supporter at one end ; but I
do not think the fact that a Government
sn1pporter is concerned about the starting

point or the terminus has influenced
the Government. It. h0odd not. and I
hope the Government are sufficiently
moral in that respect. Another line
which we are not discussing, hut which
should be built in preference to the
Cooilgardie-Norsenino, is at line from
Nannine to Meekatharra. Such a line
would give facilities to that important
portion oif the North Murchison country
wkhic:h is developing so well. I fail to
see why that line has not received even
passing mention in the Loan Bill1, yet
we bave mnembers. who state throughout
the length and breadth of the country
their good intentions towards the mining
induttrv, and who say the goldfields memn-
bers ought to be More than satisfied with
the treatment they receive. I shall not
he satisfied until the richest portion of
the State receives the encoura-gement it
deserves. Every railway shown in the
Schedule is for the southern portion of
the State. North of Perth not one
railway is provided to be passed this
year. .Though a SUM Of Money is pro-
v'ided for the Pilbarra Railwayv, the
Black Range Railway, and the Chap-
manl Railway, and though We may ex-
pect these railways some tinie im the
future, it is peculiar that railways which
do not deserve the same consideration
are given thme preference. I object not
only on behalf of my own electorate and
tho people of the Black Range. the East
Murchis;on, and the North Murchison
Goldfields, but on behalf of the people in
the northern portion of the State who
in the past have been absolutely neglected,
and have been neglected b y the present
Government, and who have received
little ;on side ratio n in the Loan Bill. It
is scandalous that the southern portion
of the State should be always considered,

and the north always neglected ; be-
cause, had the northern portion received
half the moneys granted in the Gov-
erment Loan Bill to the southern
portion, the northern would have been
the most wealthy and progressive;
but the northern country has starved,
simply because the southern residents
have undue representation, and hare
therefore a pull on the Government.
I hope the railway from 11t. Magnet to
Black Range will be the chief measure
anongsttlienextl~ailway Bills introduced,
and that so important and prosperous a
locality will be given facilities to assist
in its legitimate and successful develop-
ment.

MR. J. A. S. STUART (Mt. Leonora)
A few words in support of this railway
project. My reason for treating this line
diffrently from other lines is that it has
been already reported on by a, committee
of experts. I will not say, with other
Members, I should not like to see the
line continued to Esperance, though by
that admission I may prejudice the
chance of the line passing. I1 have not
been sufficiently long absent from the
goldfields to lose the sympathy which all
goldields people felt a few years ago
with the people of Norseman and Esper-
ance. I still feel the same sympathy
with the people who have been hanging
on, struggling to make a living at
Norseman, as the goldfields p~eople felt
years ago. As to the starting point
of the line to Norseman, I am much
of the op~in ion of the member for
Ivanhoe (Mr. Scaddan) ; but I am
not sufficiently biased in favour of Lake-
side as a starting point to trouble to
move an amendment. But I say, if -we
were strictly and scrupulously to study
the concrete interests of the State, we
should urge that the line be built from
Lakeside to Norseman for the simple
reason that had Lakeside been selected,
and had the line been built prior to
letting- the concession to a private syndi-
cate there to run the firewood tine, the
Government railway would have been the
most payable section in this State, sup-
plying over a very short track the great
demand for firewood on the Golden Belt.
It is a fewv v~ars too late to point that
out; in fact, I might go on pointing out
bow the railway system of this country
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has been subordinated to private enter-
lrise; how concessions hiave been granted
for trains and wood lines, crippling the
earning capacity of the Government rail-
railways. But I do not feel called on to
discuss that at the present time. I am
in sympathy with thle cop struetion of the
line to Horseman; but I must say I
cannot comnpliment. the Government on
being in any waly up to date ats to the
reasons advanced for its construction.
Their methods are somewhat Rip Van
Winkle-ish; and knuowing ais I do the
erratic information they have put for-
ward regarding this line, I hesitate to
accept their word as to anly line with
which I am not intimately acquainted
or on which I amn not well advised. To
give one example, the Minister who
intrioduced this Bill spoke of the Red
Hill gold mines. As at matter of fact
they hlave received exemption, have
taken their machinery away, anfd if
any work is being done there it con-
sists of sluicing and of filling up the
shafts. I fully expected to hear the
Minister tell us about the gold won
at Tiger Bay soime nine years ago, or
to give as a reason for the line that
McCann's celebrated moonlight rush
happened somewhere in that locality.
Tihis engenders a feeling of distrust as to
the up-to-datteness of the departments;
yet I have to take this exception to the
informuatio~n supplied respecting at project
with which I have every sympathy. My
knowledge of the erratic nature of thle
information furnished led me to pass
somle remarks with regard to the other
lines, concerning which I shall require
mnore information before I venture to vote
for them. I should have much preferred
to see this line constructed from Lake-
side. I do not know that Coolgardie has
anly stronger claim than Lakeside. As a
matter of fact, all the firewood required
to supply the wines. at Coolgardie will
not makie the fortune of any line, where-
as the extra haulage of supplies going to
Norsent-an would not amount to much.
I think we can say of this project that
its advocacy is not in any way tainted,
it is a clean line; and oni that account
I have much pleasure in supporting its
coinstruction, and] should have liked the
Government to put forwarda stronger ease.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ISILL-GILEENIILLS-QUATrRAIDING
RAILWAY,

SECOND nEADING, AMENDMENT.

Debate resumed from) the previous day
on Mr. Bath's amendment, that the
words "now read a Second time" be
Struck out, and the following inserted in
lieu: " inquired into by a committee of
experts, who Shall report upon the pro-
ject at an early date."

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
(lion. N, Keenan): There has been a
complaint that the information supplied
to lion, members is not sufficient, and
this complaint is said to justify the
amendmnent. What is the information
supplied? I only wish that those who
ask for information would remain in-the
House while the Minister in charge of
the Bill is explaining how carefully the
information supplied has been arrived at,
who is responsible for each item, and the
latrge amount of credibility to which it is
entitled. As members know fnulI well, the
Minister for Lands informed the House
that the figures giving tie acreage open
for suttleinent, the acreage under culti-
vation, the acreage of cleared laud, the
acreage rin gbarked, the acreage alienated,
the acreage nonahlienalted, and the pas-
tora! land available, have all been com-
piled by the chief officer of the Lands
Department and- have been obtained from
those possessing the very best information
on this matter, from those who would he
called as witnessess and xvhose evidence
would be accepted -without question by
any select committee appointed by this
House sitting on the matter. There are
250 resident occupiers within at radius of
15 mniles of the railway, holding 209,200
acres. The population w ithin that rad ius
is 750, and the land under cultivation
this year is 12,000 ac;res, while the ad-
ditioiial area to be put under cultivation
next year is, 20,000 acres. The hind
ringbarked in the radius is 122,250
acres, that is land partially cleared
and partiall y prepared for Settlement.
The actual production of giftin last
season averaged 19 bushels per acre.
The land open for selection is 269,000
acres ; the lar-ge holdings within a 15-
mile radius (of thle line are five, tot ailing
4,000 acres. The classification Of thle
land is most important. There are
479,000 acres of first-class land, 40,000
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:-rcs of second-class land, and 45,000
:rsof third-class laud. Itlis import tut

*r memibers to ask on whose authority
iose figures are placed before us andl
hether the 'y tcould get better authority.
venture to say that even the member

ir vanoe ithhis personal experience
lad -ad Ibelieve hie has consider-

)le knowledge of agriculture-could not
Ye us information that could compare
value to the informnation' now before
[Let me point out in this connection

at the objection I took last year and
Ich was, I submit, taken fairly on
at OcIasjon, Wats that none Of this
formlationl wats placed before lus. We
d not know then the qnality of the
ud gone over by the officers, nor did

have before us the acreage open for
ttlement by setters who would be
duced to go there by' the building of
e railway, nor was any data given to
owv whether the line was a proposition
at wvould pay or not. On this occasion,
'wever, we have not only the infora-
us I have read to the House, but we
.ve an estimate formed by responsible
icere of what traffic maky be expected to
carried over the line within the next
aucial yeatr. It is not traffic to b_-
ticipated in the future, but is traffic
ticipated for the next financial year,
(I it is estim-ated at 2, [00 tons of
Jinary and 1,000 tons of grain.
Mn- H. BROWN: That would amtount
V750 at year.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL:- I
"e not the details.
MR. BATH: It does not say that ii. is
estimate for the next financial year.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
derstand that the whole estimate is
sed on the supposition that the railway
UI be in existence and o'pen for traffic
the financial year. It refers to the

it available season after the construe-
ni of the railway ; in other words to the
aijeial year we are now in- Where
Wre are man 'y acres already held tinder
Itivation there will be at crop, and the
.inmfte has been made on that crop.
MR. ]3ATH: In the railway report it
.ws that the actual traffic taken at the
cenhills station last year was very
Llt.

rnE ATTORNEY GENE RAL: That
-asily explained. Row far is Green-
Is from the main line le

I MRt. SCADDAN : Fifteen miles.
Tus ATTORNEY GENERAL: Au

hon mnember Pointed out on another oc-
casion that the Greenhills line was fore-
doomned to failure because it wats so short
a distance from the main line and people
could cart to the mnain line. It wats not
pointed out by the member for Ivanhoe;
it was by afbtlier member.

MR. BATH: The member for York
pointed that out.

TuE ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
the head of the spur line is only fifteen
miles from the head of the main line, the
spur line cannot pay.

MR. SCADDAN:- Do yoyu know that
fifteen miles of the proposed line is not
more than fifteen miles from the Great
Southern line, because it runs almost
parallel to the main line ?

THE PREMIER: No. Look at the map
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: What

I rose for the purpose of emnphasising is
thtwith the information supplied this

year it is entirely different from absence
of information that existed last year. We
havefigures. leinbersmay ask: what are
they worth? But ifimembers remained in
the Chamber they would have heard it
explained fully how they were arrived at.
The names of the officers responsible for
the figures supplied to the House were
given, so that nmemners are able to judge
of the value of the figures by knowing
the men who Supplied them.

MR. SCADDAN : What about offices
who inaLde reports that nothing has been
said. about ? What has become of Mr.
Burnett's report?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Every
information is given here. If satisfied
with the sources of the information and
with the capacity of those who wade the
reports to make thiem, it cannot be said
that members are not possessed of facts
upon which to base their verdict. The posi-
tion is different from last year, and it is
really sickening when moembers complain
of want of information. I do not refer
to the member for Ivanhboo or to any
member in the Chamber now, but mem-
hers spend their time in the Corridor and
then come in and mnake speeches and say
they want information. It is most unfair
thalt any member should say that he has
not been afforded inforniation, when as a
matter of fact he remnains out of the
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Chamber and it cannot possibly be given
to him.

MR. WALKER: There is no worse
offender in that respect than yourself.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Leader of the Opposition last year pointed
out that of all districts deserving railway
communication, this district was one that
he could put his finger on.

ME. TROY Did hie say Quairading?
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

Leader of the Opposition said " the dis-
trict east of Greenhills."

AIR. TROY: But not this route.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1

think I am right in saving that this was
thle district he emphatsised as being
especially deserving of railway communi-
cation. If last year it was thought this
was a district eminently deserving of an
agricultural railway for the purpose of
facilitating settlement-I think it was
pointed out that this district was distinct
from other districts because of the
numerous small holdings and the absence
of large estates-since there has been a
considerable increase in land settlement
it must be doubly so this year. Simply
because a railway is not one perhaps that
wholly appeals to one's liking, apart
from any reason that does not go into the
intrinsic merits of the line., is no reason
for objecting to it. Can members say
honestly that this country is not deserving
of railw~ay communication, and that it has
not every prospect of being a country
where the construction of a railway would
lead to a large and successful settlement
of population ? Perhaps on the question
of route there may be a difference of
opinion, and, Speaking personally, I think
after all I may he bold enough to say
that my knowledge or rather my absence
of knowledge of agricultural possibilities
is no greater and no less than that of any
member sitting opposite who conies f rom
the goldfields. I am not prepared to ex-
press an opinion as to the route of these
railways.

MR. JOHNSON: I represent an agricul-
tural constituency.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: When
the holl. gentleman has represented that
seat a good many years hie will pro-
bably know a little about it, but to-
day if lie were Speaking without reserva-
tion he would confess that his knowledge
of agriculture is just as absent a quantity

as it is in my own case. Therefore, when
it comes to the question as to which is
the most advantageous route, I think the
hon. member will be only justified in
taking up thle same attitude as I take up,
namely that this is a matter upon which
agricultural members of the Honse are
more fitted to pass an opinion than
either he is or I am, and to set up my own
opinion in that matter- would be the last
thing I would venture to do. I -acknowv-
ledge, as regards the general question of
the construction of a line, that it is the
duty of the Minister in charge of the
Bill to bring down information which
would justify him in saying that the
line should be constructed. As regards
the particular route, it is his duty
to show the reasons for the ioute adopted;
but it is not within the province of mem-
bers who, like myself, have only a small
knowledge of agricultural matters, to set
themselves up as judges of the route.

MaR. SCADDAN: There are people in
the district who give their opinion.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Most
decidedly. I am only deprecating at
personal opinion. I would not express at
personal opinion, and I do not think that
on consideration the beon, member would
do so. I hope 1 have made it clear to
the House that the Minister in charge of
the Bill has brought before us stroag
and valid reasons for the construction of
this line. The reasons submitted and
the facts and figures given to the House,
together with an explanation of the
sources from which they were derived
and a full disclosure of the means by
which they were arrived at, are such as
to justify the House in giving support
to this measure, and in not adopting an
attitude which after all would put the
matter in the position of inquiry taken up
by the Minister before he introduced the
Bill into tile House, and which would
only result in bringing the evidence
which is now before the House, and
which ought. to enable us to forum a
verdict at once.

Ma. BATH: On a point of explana-
tion, I desire to say that last year I did
not advocate at railway from Greenhills
to the east of Beverley. I Said I desired
to point out to the Attorney General that
land had been taken uip ats far as Mt.
Stirling, and this Bill as much as any
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other Bill before the House was entitled
to consideration.

Tus ATTORNEY GENERAL: More so.
MR. BATH: I said that there should

lie an eXhaustire inquiry into the claims
of those districts before anyv of those rail-
ways were decided upon.

lo&. F. H. PIRSSE (Katanning):
The country through Which this proposed
line should pass is the most notable in
theo State fur its great wheat-yieldingo
capacity' . Greenhills has been known for
many years as giving the greatest average
yieJld throughout our wheat areas. It is
some years since I had the opportunity
of visiting this part of the country, and
at that time I was very much struck with
the very large yields and the cultivation
there. I have heard sonic of the remarks
by members supporting the amendment,
and their object is more in regard to
obtaining information concerning the
route. Some seem to think that the
route should go farther to the north
rather than in a southerly direction.
That is no doubt the reason why they are
so strongly advocating the amendment.
I would like to say that this is a mnatter
which probably may require somne farther
consideration, but I take it that the
G-over-nment have made themselves fully
conversant with the condition of the
Country, and in taking the line to the
south as they" propose to do the3 are
dividing the cuntry into such divisions
as will serve the country best. The
member for Ivan hoe when speaking just
Slow said that the proposed line traversed
at part of the country' too near to the
Great Southern Railway. I have looked
at the miap, and I understand that the
route is equidistant from the Goldfields
Railway anid thieGreait Suthiern iiiwa- .

Mn. SCADDAN : You could not have
looked at the inap, if you make that
statement.

HON. F. Uf. PIESSE: Some two years
ago we wvere dealing with the carrying of
the proposed goldIfiehds line in that direc-
tion. I was on the select commnittee
appointed to inquire into the quiestion of
the routes. The battle of the routes
"Was foughlt. As oiie of those who
strongly advocated buildini' the line
through this area Of country now con-
cerned, I felt then that we had every jus-
tification for building that line, and the

*information I have obtained subsequently
satisfies we that it was the right course
to take in those dlays. However, I do
not require any' informiation with regard
to the capacity of the land. I san sat is-
fled it is one of the best growing areas we
possess. The large yields which have
been obtained from this land fully justify
the construction of the line, and if there
is any doubt in mny mind at all it mnay be
in regrard to the question of the route.
That is the only doubt I have. I think
that even if a select committee be ap-
pointed or farther information obitainerl,
We Shall probahly be not anyv farther
forward than we are at the present time.

MR. SOADDAN: We shall not be any
farther back, any how.

HEON. F. H. FIESSE: There is this
about it, that thesie people have long
looked forward for the construction of this
line, and the very arguments use-d by the
member for Ivanhoe and others with
regard to thle small earnings of the Green-
hills line are a, sufficient justification for
at least an extension. The Greenhills
line should never have been built for such
at short distance as 14 miles, and left at
that length for so many years. It should
have been carried out to the point I
intended it to go in those days. some 20
Miles farther to the east. The very non-
success Of this line has been due to its
short mileage, and munch of the pro-
duce of the country miidwa~y between
Green hills and York has been catrted
to York in preferenice to being taken
np to any of the sidings on that short
railway. Once a man had a crop or the
result of a crop in his wagon he pre-
ferred to go to York rather than take it
three or four miles to a siding and then
take it to York a-t the minimumn charge.
Evidently the line has not served the
puros for which it was intended, be-
cause of its short distance. Now it is
going, to be extended, I cannot see that
there is any reason for delaying the Bill
for- the purpose of inquiry. I know the
capabilities of the country. If any good
Object could be gained by deferring this
with a view of obtaining farther informa-
tion, I would be in accord with it; but
the tioverninent Canl go to the north or
to the south within the limit of deviation
shown in the map; therefore if there is
need for deviation I take it that the
Government in the interests of the
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country will deal fairly with the people
that are to be served by that line, and
they cannot go away from the facts laid
before them and deal unjustly with those
people. They must look into this and
take the responsibility of determining
the route. I think we may very well
leave it in the hands of the Govern-
inent to decide. We have expressed our
opinions and other members have ex-
pressed theirs, and I think that the
opinions expressed must have some
weight with the Government. Although
they are asking for this line to be con-
structed to that point, I would prefer that
the matter be not delayed but left in the
hands of the Government, keeping in
view the point that the expressions of
opinion which have been uttered in the
House should impress the Government
with the necessity of making farther in-
quiry into this question before deter-
mining the final point to which the line
is to go. If I were in their position I
would not dare to carry out the pioposi-
tion unless I fully sifted to the bottom
the various representations made by all
parties in this matter, I cannot support
the amndment, feeling- as I do that
there should be no farther delay in this
matter.

Mr. BATH: The amendmient would not
involve delay.

HON. F. H. PIESSE: It will, because
it will be necessary to delay the matter
until next session before we can deter-
mine whether we will go on or not.

Mr. BATH: The Treasurer told us he
could not get the money on the market
till then.

HoN. F. H. PIESSE: I prefer to see
the matter carried out.

Mr. H. BROWN (Perth) :I shiall
certainly suppo-t the amendment moved
by the Leader of the Opposition, that
tis matter should be referred to a select
committee; and it is pleasant iudeed to
find that the member for Kittanuing also
thinks that if there is any doubt about
the route it should be referred to a select
committee. There is no doubt that this
par t of the country has deservecd an ex-
tension of the railway line, and] speaking
from personal experience of a portion of
the district, I am of opinion the rail-
wayv should be built. An answer given
by the Lion. member for the district to

various p~ersons interested was that he
was pr-epared to abide by the decision of
the surveyors and engineers of the
Governmentt. This matter is clearly a
question of routes, and it is strange at
all events that at the present tine the
starting point has already been fixed and
also the terminal point; but we find, by
referring to the Premier's speech at Bun-
bury, that his views at all events have
undem-goniesoeealteration. He siid:

One of the first of these lines will be the
extension of the reenhills ratilway. This line
will serve a very large area of first-class agri-
cuiltural land, and the reports which we have
received from the responsible officers of the
Lands Department show beyond all doubt
that the construction of the railway is in evcry
way justified, more especially in view of the
fact that it wvill serve the Jimberang area,
which is one of the reserves wvhich I recently
had subdivided into suitable blocks for settle-
ment. The large area being surveyed in the
neighbourhood of Mt. Stirling will also be
assisted very considerably by this extension

Reading that par-ticula- speech would
Igive an impr-ession to the residents living
in the locality of the Jimberang area.
and other-s that at that particular time
the Premier intended Jinibering to be the
terminus of the railway, and I think that
if anyone notes the matp he will see that
the Jiznberang route would be much
shorter and would serve at far better class
of land than the route at present proposed.
We find that this line goes through not
settled land but land that possibly
has been taken up for speculation. Had
it gone farther north, even through
the sandplain shown on the map, it would,
have passed centr-ally between the areas
of land taken up and under cultivation.
I may add that in that country Messrs.
Marwick and Baxter have more cleared
land than all the other settlers in the
district put, together.

THE PREMIER: How far is Marwick
from the railway line at the present
time?

MRt. H. BROWN: In addition to
which we have the Jimberang area, which,
is nowv being cleared by the unemployed
of the State tot- the purpose of settling
immigrants, and surely it is better to open
up the land of the State than private
land. One gentleman Who hats been
settled there for over 40 years will not be

~enefited one penny by the railway.
THE PREMsiERa: Who is that, Mr.

Penny?
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DMR. H. BROWN. That gentleman
milpbaticall v states that the line is a
nistake, and that it should go farthier
iorth. I regret indeed the position the
?remier is placed in. It would be
uteresting to find out the number of
miembers. onl the Government side who
6re voting for these railways because they
.rc getting some line which wvill Suit
heir district, for I ain quite certain that
iromises have been made. It is really
ike a Sunday's school ; everyone, as far
Is I can see, is getting a prize, and moem-
iers are afraid to vote against a spur
ine, whether agatinst it or not, or a
,oldflelds line, afraid to exercise their
atelligenice for fear their own particular
it of line will be tabooed.
THE PREMIER: They ought to he

'rave, like you.
Mat. H. BROWN: There is nothing

,rave about it. I am prepared to give
wv views, whether I am brave or not. I
avle never ask~ed the Government for a
ingl'., concession for the cit v of Perth,
Lt the present timie with the presentation
f prizes to this Siinday school members
re absolutely afraid to exercise their
otes -aga inst any line, for fear.of their

wnparticular hiu being tabooed.
TtiE HoNTORApy MTINISTrzu; HOW mnany

.nes are there?
Alit. H. BROWN : Four, and nearly

very member is interestecd in thme
assing of tile lines. I do not enivy the
Premier. 1 would l ike him to tell us how
lany nieflter's have proniised to go over
)the othier side tmniless they get their

wn particular railway.
Tuap PREM~IER : We would not mniss

ou.
1n. H. BROWN: Possibly not. I

romld not call it blackmail at all. We
ave sonic Members stating i hat if they do
Li get a j.articuilar line they will go over
the Opposition. We had a Minister of

iCrown saying that if lie did not get a
uck, he would not enter the Miistry.
ihat; does that convey to the average
idividual outside :-I will not say it is
lajknlii, but 1 Would like to ask the
reinier how miany inenibers of the
.os are getting prizes, not only rail-
ays. Take the construction of pipes at
reolantlc, if they were not constructed
Fremantle was not the inember going

rer to the Opposition ? Then we hear
ie Attorney General talking about the

information which has becn placed before
the House. He, with the present
Minister for Works, was one of the most
strenuous opponents of the spur lines
last session. When the Bills were intro-
duced by the them Minister for Works,
the Attorney General told us that the fullest
information shonid be laid on the table of
the House before members were asked to
vote. That is what T am asking for now,
and I think that is the wish of the majority
of the members of this House. There
has not been time for members to go
through the reports of the engineers and
surveyors on these lines. I am not going
as I did last year to vote blindly for
tOese radlways. I admit having maode a
mistake last year. We have a mistake
made in connetion with one particular
line, and the country is now suffering a
loss of £4,000 a year on that line, and
will do so for some years to come.

THE HONORARY MINISTER: What line
is that ?

MA. H. BROWN: 'The Katanning-
Kojonup line. That line will not pay for

foror five years, and there is an annual
loss of £4,000. If we only wait for
three or four years, we shall not only be
able to build 20 miles of railway, but we
should be able to build 40 miles. It is
absurd for the Attorney General to talk
about this particular line paying when
we have the tonnage given us. Working
out the tonnage. at the price the Premier
stated last session, about £2 per ton per
aile, we find the total revenue expected
from this line for 12 montbs will be
about £2750, and we find the total cost of
the line will be £834,500. We have to
add to Ihiat the sinking fund and also
the working expenses. I ask members
to say whether, without information
being placed before us, this is a payable
pro position ?

MR. MONGER:* YOU should remember
your speech Of last sessionl.

Mau. H.1 BROWN: I admit that I
made a, mistake, and that is evidenced
by the repjorts of the Governjneut officers,
which we had not before US at that time.
With reference to this proposal, from
the map we find that to the south
the line goes through a lot of land
which is alread 'y taken up, lint no
improvements whatever have been
effected. If that line had grone through
the sandplain which is shown onl the map,
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there would have been good land within
three or four miles of the railway.
There land is cultivated and improved,
but that has been cut off by some miles
from this proposed line. We are going
on practically in a fool's paradise with
respect to these spur lines. There is no
statement as to where the interest and
sining fund for these lines is coming
from. We are told that X60,000 will be
provided by the land tax, and we have a
falling revenue of from £80,000 to
£40,000 a month through the customs.
Yet the country is to he saddled with an
increased debt of £100,000 by the Loan
Bill. Federation has so improved Victoria
and New South Wales that at the present
New South Wales is going in for a very
extensive borrowing policy, and I am
certain that with the associations the
majority of the people of the State have
with the Eastern States, there will he a
great exodus caused by the expenditure
of the loam funds in New South Wales.
There is a great difference of opinion as
to the route this line should take. Tt
would be far better, if possible, that this
railway should be constructed on the
betterment system. Ministers on going
through the country districts have stated
that the main portion of the money is to
he spent in the country districts, and yet
the people in the country are only called
on to a sli, ht extent to pay land tax f rom
which they will get the greatest benefit.
I admit if the country districts improve,
the city will improve to at corresponding
degree; but we find that the lines already
constructed are not payable propositions
and are not likely to pay for four or five
years to come. Would it not be better
to delay for a short time, and find out
the routes that will serve the greatest
number? I am not taking any course in
antagonism to the Government. I thank
the Premier for the interjection about
being brave. No one has given the
Government, during this session of
Parliament, more support than I have,
but I claim to vote and think as I have a
right to do.

THE PREMIER: You have never been
asked to do anything.

MR. It. BROWN: I have been. sent
here by my constituents to vote and speak
as I think fit. I did not come here
pledged even to the Rason Government.
I reserve to myself the right to support

any party I jthink fit, and I reserve to
myself the right to support the present
Government or their proposals as I think
fit. But I have given greater support to
the present Government than Many mean-
hers on the Government side. Members
who are against the land tax have sunk
their opinions and voted with their party.
If a man comes here pledged to a certain
'line of action, and will not carry out his
pledges, then politics have rallen to a low
degree in the State. There is nothing
farther from my thoughts than going to
the other side; f do not like to be bound.
In my humble opinion, the spur lines,
without farther inquiry, are not in the
best interests of the St ate. We have the
experience of New South Wales and
Victoria where slur lines have not been
a success, ajid we have had an expression
of opinion here that the spur lines should
be placed under different management
altogether. We saw in the report Of a
parliamentary trip along the Dowerin
line where for 20 miles the line goes
through very inferior country indeed.

THE PRF~iiER: The line is only 14
Miles long.

MR. H. BROWN: I stand corrected.
Fourteen miles, the Premier says. We
saw by the report that the party passed
through a deal of inferior land, and were
told the good land was 20 miles beyond.

MR. SCADOAN: That is quite correct;
20 miles beyond.

OPPOSITION MEMBER: They were told
it was over the hill.

MR. H. BROWN: That is what they
ought to have been told, because in the
Transvaal "1over the hill " means 15 or
20 miles. We wvere told that these spur
lines would be under entirely distinct
management, but we find from the news-
papers that the lines are being taken
over by the most hopelessly extravagant
railway management in Australasia.
Instead of their being worked econoini-
callY, as I believe was the Premier's
original intention, by a distinct set of
officials altogether, we find already one oif
the first constructed of agricultural spur
lines, the Dowerin, in the hands of time
Railwayv Department. Surely, after the
figures given a few days ago on i lie
extravagant management of the RtilWay
Department, one cannot expect that in
years to come these spur lines will ever
be paying propositions. I intend to SUP-
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port the amendment for a committee to
inquire into the route.

LMa R. JSOADDAK (Ivanhoe):- I desire
to say that I am perfectly satisfied the
country east of Greenhills requires rail-
way con, munioat ion, but I want also to
say that, from informnation I have been
able to gather outside the officials of the
Government departments, the proposed
route which we are now considering
will not serve the greatest number of
settlers, and will not serve what I may'1
term the genuine small settler, the mnan
cultivating, his land. I know the
Premier will assert, according to the
information which hie has placed before
us, that there is an ares., of some-
shing'like 400,000 acres of land to bie
served by this route. I wish, however,
to inform the Premier that by a glane
at the map any member can see that a,
great portion of the country shown as
about to be served by this railway is
already within easy carting distance of
the Great Southern Railway. The fact
remains, and the map proves it, that the
first 1b or 16 miles of the proposed
extension from Oreahills will serve
country already well served by the Great
Southern Railway. After travelling a
distance of about 15 miles from Green-
hills the line will not be farther than 1-5
or 16 miles from tlie Great Southern-line.

THiE PRtEmiER: Yo11 must recollect the
Great Southern is running south, and
the other a litile south of east. The
farther it goes out, the farthier it gets
away fromn the Great Southern line.

MR. SCADDAN : It has to go about
30 miles from York before it gets out of
carting distance, namely 15 miles; and
there is the fact that awcnsiderable number
of settlers farther north are divided from
the line by a-n extensive sandplain,
which, as the Premier admitted in reply
to a deputation of settlers, would prevent
holders on the southern side from using
the railway, and holders on the north
side, if the route is adherred to so as
to serve the settlers en the southern side,
would have been siumilarly debarred from
the use of the line. Now considering that
the holders on the southern side are at pre-
sent largely provided witlh railway comi-
munication-somne within easy cartage
distance of the Great Southern Railway-
it seems strange that the Government

should pro~pose to give them farther
railway communication, while those on
the ntorthern side would hare to cart
between 20 and -28 miles to the existing
goldfields line.

MR. MONGER:. Nonsense!
MR. SCADDAN: I wish to tell the

lion. membher, and his constituents, which
is the best route. The hon, member has
so far taken up on this question the
same altitude as he adopts onl most
questions, namiely that of sitting on a
rail. The hon, memnber's constituents
attempted to get an expression of opinion
froin him at a public mneeting, but the
most he did was to abuse a costituent
and leave York without explaining his
position.

11R. MNoNGFIR: I satisfied my constitu-
ents, at all events.

MaR. SOADDAN: Yes; the hon, mem-
ber satisfied his constituents, and I ven-
ture to Say they will show their satisfaction
at the nest generl election.

Ma. MONGER: I'd like to have it on
with You now.

MnR. SOADDAN - I know there would
not be* much chance in the York con-
stituiency against the lion, member, be-
cause he would do as he did on one occa-
sion in Perth, simply appeal to the
groper element, saying nothing from a
political standpoint. I heard him spjeak
to that effect on a public platform in
Perth, and he was accompanied by
another gentleman who did likewise in
York. T repeat, onlyv last night in answer
to an interjection from myself, thme con-
stituents of the member for York were
enabled to get from himi an expression of
opinion as to which is the best route;
but now hie has shown his hand.

MIR. MONGER: The Goverunment ad-
visers-

MR. SOADDAN: The hon. member
talks about taking the advice of the
Government. If the Government say
they wvill build a line, hie is quite satisfied.

OPOSITION AIEMBER: Yes; if they
built ono to the mioon.

AIR. SCADDAN:- Yes; thie hon.
miember would be quite satisfied. I
venture to say that the great hulk of
Greenhitls settlers are absolutely dis
satisfied with the proposed route of this
line.

Mu. MowoER: I will deal with them.

[6 DFCE1113FR, 1906,) Second reading.



3534 Qua irading Railwvay: [ASSElIBLY.] Second readig.

MR. SCADDAN: It is shown by the
attitude adopted by the Eastern Dis-
tricts Chronicle, at paper circulating iii
tile hion. ineinbxr's constituency. That
journal found it necessary, after thea
deputation had waited on the Premier,
to write a rather strong subleader onl tile
point, and also to interview one or two of
the settlers affected. I am sure the
Premier cannot gainsay the fact that
Mr. Marwick is one of the best agricul-
turists in this State-[Tnn PREMIER:
Admnitted]-and Mr. Marwick States-

THE PREMIER: How far is hie from
a railway now?

MR. SOADDAN: Mr. Marwick knows
thoroughly, from end to end, inich by
inch, the country that will be brought
within carting distance of the line ; and
yet Mr. Marwick's opinion is to he set
aside, and the opinions of gentlemen like
the ex-member for Yilgarn, Mr. Pergie
Reid, and another es-mnember, Mr.
McDonald, I do not know his former
constituency, are to prevail. One of
their places is already within easy carting
distance of the Great Southern railway,
but their opinions are taken in preference
to those of genuine agriculturists ]lie
Mr. Marwick.

MR. MONGER: And the opinion of
Brockman.

MR. SCADDAN ; I hatve heard] f rom a
fairly reliable source that Air. Brockman
certainly did visit the district, and also
thathle is aclose friend of acertain settler.

Mn. Mo~anu: That is absolutely on-
true, and dirty.

Mu. SOADDAN: 1 will not mention
any name; the lion. member is rather
previous. Of course I do not take ex-
cEption to the lion. member's interjection,
because it is just about his height. If it
caine front any other member I mlight
take exception to it. I stated I had from
a reliable source the information that Mr.
Broclhnian visited that district, and that
lie was at bosom friend of one of the
settlers. Surely I said nothing outrage-
ous in saying that.

MRu. MONGER: T say that the hion.
membrler, within thea privileges if the
House, is acting in a cowardly mianner,
by imputing motives to a man. The
lion. member dare not Say these things in
the presence of thme gentlemian to whom
lie is alluding.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Chair!
MR. SPEAKER: I did not hear the

lion, mnember say anything out of order.
Ishall be glad if anyrthing out of order

is pointed out to tue.

MR. SOADDAN :I do not desire that
tme lion. member should withdraw. I am
satisfied to have his opinion so expressed:
it does not worry me in the slightest
degree. A withdrawval of such words
does not affect thea position. The lion.
member Says I am cowardly, but I Shall
pursue my argument to any length, and
to at finish, so long ats I ami within the
absolute Stand ing Orders. Mr. Brock-
man may be a bosom friend of the meln-
her for York (Mr. Monger) ; I suggest
nothing by that. There are in thle Public
Service gentlemen who are bosom friends
of m~ine. I do not consider that because
I make 'a statement Of that kind I assert
that thle officers are biased in favour of
myself and against sonmeomne else.

MR. SPEAK ER: So long as the hion.
member does not impute motives, he is in
order.

Mu. SCADDAN: I im~puted no
motives.

Mu. MONGER: You went as close to it
as possible.

Mit. EwiNGo What is the inference?
Mu. SCADDAN: If you will wait,

you will hear.
MR. EWING : I amn not interrupting

you.
MRt. SCADUAN : I Say Mir. Brockman

is the friend of a settl,-r in that district.
Mu. MONGER : That is dirt.
MR. SCADDAN : I am informed that

when he visited the district hie stopped at
that gentlelman's place for four days.

Mit. MONGER:; Absolutely incorrect.
Amn. SCADDAN : I am just telling

you what I have been informed. It may
]be incorrect: I shall be pleased if it is
incorrect. I am informed that he stayed
fit that gentleman's place for four days,
and then hurriedly traversed the country
between that place anld the goldfields line,
thereupon returning to Perth. Nowv
turning to tile reports, it is rather strang(
that the report of Mr. Burnett, a gentle.
man who I understand recommended tin
rouite on a central course, has not beer
made public. Why is it that 11r
Burnett's report has been kept in tin
bapkgrmund ?
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MR. EWING Is lie not a railway sur-
veyor ?

MR. SCADDAN: Then, surely von
could get no one hetter qualified to give
anl Opinion on. thle point.

MnI. EWVING : He could not give in-
formation as to the character of the
country.

MR. SOADDAN: The character of the
country does not enter into the question
of route at all; because, whichever route
ihis, line takes, every part of the district
to bie served will h~e within a 1.5-mile
radius. Now the figures supplied to us
by the Government include those persons
who, as I have pointed out, will be
excluded from the use of that line if it is
built in thle direction selected byv the
Government. The question is the number
of people the line will serve, and serve to
the best advantage. That alone is the
point at issue. The route proposed by
thle Goverinent differs to the extent of
only about five wniles fromn that suggested
by the persons who have coinmunicated
with me onl thle point; so that, after all,
there is not one who would be affected,
as regards cartage radius, if the Govern-
ment route were altered to the one po
posed by mny correspondents.

TghE PRENiia: Is that Baxter's state-
ment ?

MA. SCADDAN: No. I may inform
the hon. gentleman that I have many
friends.

TnnE Puiusnai~p: I asked thle question.
because Baxter's place is atbout five miles
away.

Mr.. SCADDAN: I do not know how
far his place is away, never having
visited it. I know, howyever, that at the
present time the settlers to the north of
that sandplain have to cart to the gold-
fields line, a fact which is proved by the
return submitted to thle House by the
Commissioner of Railways. That re-
turn shows conclusively that if the area
does produce as the Premier states, the
produce must certainly be carted to somec
other line than thle Greenhills line; and
if that is true, why is it so P Is it be-
cause Greenhills is not approachable from
that district and the farmers have to
cart over a great distance to the gold-
fields line ? Hon. members looking at
the route will. see that it traverses a,
narrow strip of settled country to the
south of the sandplain, and then pro-

ceeds over a distance of something like
eight miles just south of Mr. Parker's
fairlr estensivv estate, and terminates at
Quairading. . distance of 110 miles from
th1)e neares t po in tof t he Jimibe rn iug A rea.
It will be impossible on any future
occasion to extend that line in an easterly
direction.

TH-E PREMIER :Why impossible ?
Ma. SOA-DDAN: Simply because it

would have to cross the salt lake.
Tnu, PREmiER Between whichi places ?

Ai. SOADDAN: Between the pro-
posed terminus of thle line and the
rabbit-proof fenpce there is an extensive
salt Like, as show n on the map;i and if at
a future date thle line has to be extended,
it would have to take a northerly course.
Why shouild the line he twisted in a
southerly direction around Mr. Parker's
estate, and then turn in a northerly
direction, when it could take practically
the samne course over as good a grade,
mrid serve more settlers ?

MR. MowNaE: Whence did you get
your informiation ?

Ma. SCADDAN: Prom the settlers
themselves. We have not hlW~f tble to
get any information fromn the member
for the district, not even an opinion. He
was pretty well satisfied with the in-
tentions of the Government, and sat
absolutely on a rail. Now he has climnbedl
down; we know his positioni ; and that
is what his constituents have been anxious
to know for somec considerable time. I
have it from sonie settlers not farther
than six or seven miles from the pro-
posed line that they will have to cart
their produce to thle goldfields railway if
they want to reach the market. They
will be unable to reach the proposed line.
Thle mnenmber for Katanning (Hon. F. H.
Piesse') Stated that after looking at the
mnap he is satisfied with the route, because
it is about equiidistant. between the Great
Southern and the EaLstern Coldfields
Rtailways. Tile hon. memiber cannot have
b)een provided wYith his glasses, or he was
misled by somne other railway which he
has confunsed with the gold-fields line.
He will find the greater part of the pro-
posed route is nearly 114 to 116 miles from
the Great Southern Railway, and about
28 miles from the Goldfields Railway. If
that is equidistant, I do not know- the
meaning of the word. Thle farthest point
I believe is about 26 miles or inore from

Quairading Roibray : [6 T)FcrullEll, 1906.]
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the goldfields line, while from the! Great
Southern the farthest point is only about
16, that is when it turns in an easterly
direction.

THE PREMIER: How far would the
northern ronte be f rom the goldfields
line ?

MR. SCADDA N:- That route is not
suggested. The settlers in that district
have dropped the agitation for the
northern route. They have ask-ed for the
central route recommended by Mr. Bur-
nett. the railway surveyor, a route which
they consider would serve the greatest
numbexr of settlers to the greatest advant-
age. It would be nearly equidistant, hut
even then slightly in favour of the Great
Southern Railway. All the settlers who
would he served by the p~roposed route
would be served by that route; and
surely therefore it is not asking the
Government too much ii' I ask them to
consider the question before finally
deciding to construc;t the line on the
route proposed. The member for Katan-
ning tells us the Government have power
to deviate some five miles on either side.
That may be; but I amn doubtful
whether a five-maile deviation1 Will meet
the case. The settlcrs assert that it will.
But if the Bill passes, I am satisflied thc
Government Will adhere to their original
intention, and will construct the line as
proposed. I trus-t that will not be done,
beause a. great number of settlers on the
northern side of the route mnust then con -
tinue to carry produce to the goldflields
line, fromn 20 to 28 miles. The cost of
construction will I understand be fairly
high when the line reaches a point to the
south of Mr. Parker's estate. I am in-
formed the grades are very heavy, iii
stiff ranges, and that to get the line over,
a sort of zigzag will be needed. The
central route is, I understand, the
cheaper of the two. As a matter of fac-t,
T believe the line could he continued
to the Jimberang area with the same
lengrth of rails avs Will be needed to reach.1
the proposed terminus, and with more
advantage, serving a. larger district. It
may appear to some members that a
difference 0f five miles is iiot much to
quibble over; hut five miles in that dis-
trict is of considerable moment to some
settlers. Mr. Mawiek, a previous sup-
porter of the member for York, points
out clearly in the Eastern Districts

Chronicle that five miles mean heavyv
carting over What is practically a, desert
sandplain. In view of that, the Govern-
mnent should consider the greater number
of settlers, genuine agriculturists, men
who have settled there for a number of
years and have done good work. The
Government should consider them, and
not one or two agitators who are
apparently receiving more consideration
than they deserve. Mr. Macdonald, an
es-memiber of this Chamber, has a selec-
tion within easy carting distance of the
Great Southern RailwayL' . Why then
should he be concerned about the route
of this line ? Mr-. Pa-gie Reid is only a,
late arrival there, and I believe has a
holdihngof 2,000 acres1 not much of which
is under cultivation.

Ma. MONGER: I wish thosetwo gentle-
men were here to reply to you now.

MR. SCADDAN: Their replies would
not affect me any More than the lion.
muember's reply will.

MA. MONGER : I will reply to you.
MR. SOADDAN: You have a right to

do so. But I urge on the Governi aent
the need for farther information, for
giving memblers an opportunity, before
finally deciding on the route, of visiting
the district and of seeing that justice is
meted out to the greater number. If I
have such an opportunity and am satisfied
the greater number will he served by the
Government route, I will withdraw my
objection.

Ma. MONGERt: The opportunity was
given to you and others.

Mn. SCADDAN: It wvas never given
to ale. The hon. member may have
invited one or two, but he di~d not invite
me to visit the district, or I should have
gone. However, if an opportunity were
given to members I believe they would
come to the same conclusion as I have
arrived at from information given me hr
a great number of settlers, that the
Government route is not the best in the
interests of the greatest number.

THE PREMIER: The last speaker
has .certailyl made out a good ease

fo te enleenwhose views lie re-
presents, considering the whole of his
speech is founded on information re-
ceived, and that hie has no personal
knowledge of the district. It seem's to
mie that on this railway we have had a

t3econd reading.
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-long, discussion on a very small point.
because these routes would not be more
than five miiles. apart; coinseqiieintly thle
route can well be left to the engineers to
select in thle most economical mianner,
choosing the best grades. The lion.
member referred to the power to deviate
some miles on either side of the route;
hut the southern route as now laid down
by thle eng~ineers. is the result of several
trial surreys, and the final survey is, per-
manent. The hon. member considered
the northern line would serve a larger
number of settlers than the southern;
but this contention is nut borne out by
the officers of the departments. As a
matter of fact, if the line were taken
farther north, it would toert-aiulv serve
some of the larger land-owners, notably
the Cubbine estate, owned by the exe-
cutors of Mr. Alex. Forrest, and the
Dorakin estate, held I understand by one
of the Nessrs. Barker.

MR. SCADDAN : Will not they be served
hry the present linee

Tun PREMIER: No ; they are a con-
siderable distance fromi the present line.

M. SCADO(AN;: In thle informnation
griven they are included iu the fifteen
ileis.

TnrE PREMIER: Within thle fifteen
miles; but if the northern line would
serve those large areas it would not serve
the smialler settlers on the muore southern
route. I have not heard the views of the
Leader of the Opposition o" this particular
mnatter, but I amt satisfied that hle him~self
is largely in sympathy with the southern
route. It will be within his recollection
that he introduced a deputation to me
representing mnany 'if the smaller settlers
in the neighbourhood of Quairading who
had recently settled on the landl there
and done very good work indeed. The
two routes referred to are known as May's
route, that is the original route, and
Brockmnan's route. When I visited the
district I took the opportunity of travel-
ling along the more southerly route and
returning by the northern. As a matter
of fact the southern route goes through
very much better country than the
northern, and on my arrival at GOreen hilIls
I was informed by the people there that
they did not care where the line went so
long, as the decision was left to the respon-
sible officers of the Government.
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Mn. SCADDAN: You said that Muir's
route was a myth.

THE PREMIER: I said that May's
route was, a myth; M r. Charles May's. 'I
said that so far as I had inf ormation I
was not able to locate it on the plans.
The northern route referred to by the
mtember for Ivanhoe is Burnett's, and
was reported on by Messrs. Mluir and
Brockman, and subsequentl y by the in-
spector of the district, Inspector More,
who said:-

I have carefully studied the routes recoin-
mantled respectively by Mesisrs. Blrockmnan and
Burnett, and I dlonaider that on the whole Mr.
Brocinan's is the he4, as having for its
objective the exceedingly and consistently
good area of large ext-ent which the Bleverley-
Caroling road traverses to the southward of
Daugin. Of course in expressing this opinion
I have farther probable developments in view.

Air. Brockman in his ireport says:-
Mr. Burnetts line is undoubtedly an easy

one from a construction point of view, but has
these great disadvantaLges, namiely that it
largely traverses second-rate and poor sand-
plain country, and that it is separated from
the great stretch of small holdings from
Greenhills to Quivirading by a strip of sand-
plain country through which roads from the
agric~ultural. land to the south would be
impracticable except at heavy ' cost for
formation. In fact, the country west from
Quairadirig would not be benefited by this line
appreciably.

Mig. SCADDAN : Does that nOt apply lo
the north side of the line?

THP PREMIER: I take it Burnett's
route would not be more than 16 miles.
from the Eastern Goldfields Railway. If
memibers will look at the plan they will
see that one of thle objects in making the
line farther south was to equalise the
distanice between the Great Southern
Rail war and the Eastern Goldields Rail-
way. if it is taken farther north, within
16 miles of the Eastern Goldfields Rail-
way, it means that no holder would have
to cart more than, eight miles either to
the Eastern Gold fields Railway on the
north or to the Greenbills extensionl on
the south.

Mnf. SeAnnAN : The proposed route is
'28 miles from the Eastern Goldfields
Railway. Five miles off that leaves 23
mniles.

THE PREMIER: If it is reckoned up
it will be found that it is not 28 wiles
from the Eastern Goldfields Railway.
The bon. member has referred to the fact
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that Mr. Broekman had friends in that
neighbourhood; but at gentleman so well
kinown as Mr. Brockman necessarily has
friends throughlout the whole of our
ag~ricultural. districts, and the mere fact
of his stopping at the residence of
a settler for three or four days is
not likely to influence the opinion
of a gentleman whose opinion of the
country is of the greatest possible value,
and who personally is held in the highest
possible respect. The memiber for Perth
has been very free in his criticisms, but
it must be remembered that his horizon
is generally limited by the, boundaries of
the city of Perth, so that his criticism. on
this proposal is not of any very great,
value. I can onl -Y say in conclusion that
I consider the line selected after very
careful investigation is in the vecry best
position, and I think. the House can very
well he content to be guided by the
reports of the responsible officers who
have recommended this particular route
after very careful consideration.

MR. T'. WALKER (K-anowna):. I do
not want to detain the House, but it
seemis to me, after the speeches we have
just heard fromi the member for Ivan hoe
and the Premier, that there is necessity
for farther inquiry. It is all very well
to tell us that the House is now fur-
nished with more information than wye
had last year. I find on) comparing the
information given this year withi that
supplied last year that we have scarcely
one single new element supplied this
rear. Even if it is admitted by the
Attorney General that last year's evi-
dence was insufficient to enable the
House to decide, this year the cvidence
is equally deficient. The information in
the printed docuitent which enalbles us
to understand the bare details, is pre-
cisely of the character of that supplied
last year. I would draw the attention of
the Minister for Works to this. Let the
Minister compare the information given
last year on the (iootmallinig-Dowerini
line. We had the distance given as 15
miles, the gauge as 8ft. 6in., the weight
of rails as 4Slbs., the rulingy gradlient as
one in 40, the sharpest curve as 10 chbains,
and the total cost of equipping the rail-
way was stated as £1,655 per mile. On
another line, the Wagin-Dnmnbleyung
l ine, the information supplied showed that

the line was 30 mniles long, and the gauge
3ft. bin., and we had the weight of the
rails, time sleepers, and the ruling grade
the saume as ini the other line, while the
area of land to he served wats set down
as 435,000 acres ; the ar-ca of land
alieated, 104,600, the area of land
available for settlement, 167,500 acres
not classified, 65,000 acres of first-class,
45,000 acres of second-class and 41,000
acres of third-class. The aver-age rain-
fall was put down as, 15 inches; the
nature of the timber along the route was
described ; the limit of deviation was
mentioned; figuires were given as to the
population, and it was shown that there
was 10,600 acres under crop, 1,800 being
wheat, 1,900 being haty, and 600 being
oats, the average yield of the wheat being
put down as 15. We had figures re-
garding the cost of the line; grading
£160; telephione £25 per mile; culverts
and bridges, £75 per mile; ballast and
platelaying, £120 pea- mile; station
buildings, £210 per mile ; sleepers, £250
per mile; survey, £25 per wile; land
resumption, £10 per mile ; rails and
fastening.s, £600 pe- mille; freights on
rails and fastenings, £280 per mile; total
for construction, £1,355 per mile; rolling
stock £300 per mile, totalling £1,653.
Whatt information more titan that is
given P

MR. BATH: The only extra information
given this time is the estimated traffic.

THE AlINIS1TE R FOR WOR Ks: The area
wvhich will he brought under cultivation
next year, and thie area ringbarkedi.

Ma. WALKER: There is no other in-
information given except that this is
printed in tabular form. The informia-
tion supplied last year was as great as
that now given.

Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS: Is that in
regard to all the agricultural railways?

MRt. BATH: Yes.
Mn. WALtIER: I do not say all, but

in reference to the one in dispute which
is now creating considerable dissention
thei-e was almost as much information,
and there are those who hold the opinion
that the line ought not to have been con-
structed or at any rate--

MR. EwLKG: I have not heard that
opinion,

MR. WAIXE R: The opinion has been
expressed in the House to-night.

AR. Ewiwo;: I never heard it.

Seeond readinfl.
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'AIR WALKER: The hon. miember
way not have heard it, but it has been
expressed. Wa bu h rs3UR. BATH:Wa bu h rs
report ?

MR. WALKER: The leading journal,
or the journal supposed to be the leading
one at all events of this State, has a. very
depressing view of it, to put it in the
mildest form, as to cons tructi on and its
distance from serviceable laud. It speaks
of taking the railway through a desert,
and says there is an oasis sonic 20 miles
beyond. We had all that information
supplied lamt. year, wuhich was a., f ulI as
that now supplied, or not far short
of being so.

THE MISTER FOR Wongis: There
was no mnap.

MR. WALKER: We had mnaps last
year, and the difference so far as I can
gather is that these are better for men
who are A little short-sighted, that is
to say they are more fully displayed and
a little larger. The colours are a little
more brilliant I Mean. We See theml
f row here. There is an attempt at orna-
mentation, but I defy Anyone studying
those maps as they are there and having
no Actnal knowledge of the natu re of the
counitry and the settlement and character
of sFettlemnent to really :answer the ques-
lin whether that linie is justifiable or
not. YOU canno11t tell fromn theimap alone..
The only guide to enable us to under-
stand that nmap is the informattion printed
on this slip of paper, and this information
is not more fully given to us than that
which was given in the speeches in intro-
ducing the Bills last. year; so that so far
as that, is concerned we arc preciselyV On a1
level. The parallel is conmplete. The
information last year was as fully given
with perhaps one or two slight deviations.
Sometimes last year in connection with
some railway lines fuller information was
given than we have here. There were
details given then and not given in this;
and vice versa. There is some informa-
tion given here which was not given in
reference to some of the lines, last year.
On the whole they may be deemed to be
fairly parallel, and this farther parallel
must not be forgotten, that last icar we
had these railwa, s introduced at the fag-
end of the session, and this year it is the
same-the BiUl is being introduced at
the end of the session. Now when we

Ask for a little more time we are told,
" Oh, no, we cannot do it; it is the end
of the session; there is no time to
waste in debate, we cannot make any
farther inquiries. We hav-e had the
officers of the department giving us
reports." Somne of the reports are not
altogether uniform. and consistent. Now
they say Upon that we oughit to hurry
through; somne members say we shonld
take it for granted Iiat what the Govern-
went tellus is Perfectly right. The member
forKatanning tells us to put ourselves in
the hands of the Government; or an-
other phrase he used was "Leave it to
the Government." We cannot do that.
Whilst we believe it quite possible for
the Government to be absolutely free
from those influences they are charged
with being subject to by the member for
Perth, merely giving the railway or the
routes of certa in proposed railways to
satisfy members who if not 'so pacified
would come over to the Opposition
side of the Hose-

Mn. EwiNo: You do not believe that.
Mn. WALKER: -- Do not believe

what ?
Ma. EWING: That statement.
Ma. WALKER: I know there is no

member in this House who is miore an
illustration of what can he done by
promises and baits held out to him than
the member for Collie.

MR. EwING: You have no right to
make that statement.

Ma1. WALKER: I have every right
when the hion. member interrupts me.

IHe brings it upon himself. He is the
last member who should interrupt. Let

Ihim remember the Collie-Cardiff coal, and
from henceforth hold his tongue. We
know what the lion. member has done.
He has followed no Government tha~t
would not give him Collie coal.

M NR. Ewxro: I t has done some good,
anyway.

hIn. WALKER: I will not deny that.
MR. Ewiwo: I am not interrupting.
Mn. WALKER: 1 am not blaming

the bon. member for getting all he can
for his constituency, but let him have an
open wind and also be free to criticise
the Government that will even do
justice as he thinks to his constituents.
That is the position to take up. and that
has been do-ne this evening, in criticis-
ing the Government. Here a spectacle
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meets us. All these parallels of last
year, thle same paucity of information, thle

saelack of detail ;on that scleu which
would enable us to judge clearly. A
little Iarger anil little more brightlv-
p)rinted mnap is not sulhicent to seduce ai
intelligent Assembly. The spectacle
farther mneets us of an absolute disagree-
mnent on the part of those who, if we are
to judge by thle speeches they have made
in this Assembly' , know Something about
it, speeches by the bust and m-ost conl-
sistent apologists for the Government in
this Assembly. Themteniher for Eatan-
ming said it might have been better if the
route had been taken to the north. lHe
admitted himself that the Government
might have done something different and
that the Government would have been
justified. He speak-s not only as an
apologist for the Governmient but with a
knowledge of the country, with a
knowledge of what would be, the best
route, and I take it that in this mnatter lie
may he credited with speaking with
perfect candour, for I do not Suppose
there are any of his lands particularly on
that line. Hie is speaking truly in the
interests of the settlement of that dis-
trict. He tells us that tho Government
ought to take notice of this side of the
House, and that if they are wise--this
was the inference at, least I gathered from
his own speech:-they will not persist in
the route they have put on that mnap. If
such a friend of the Government advised
themn in that way, telling themn that
ought to deviate from the route they
have selected, what must we think here?'
]low- can we be guidedP Are not
our Suspicions aroused? And what
is asked for by the Leader of the
Opposition is just to defer this line
until that point has been settiled
about which honest differences of opinion
have been expressed in the Chamber, and
xvarning-s thrown out by the member for
Katanning. That being so, the Govern-
mient should pause. There is nothing
wrong in asking for farther information.
Besides, it cannot be denied that very
nasty suggestions have been thrown ouit
-onie suggestion, to put it plainly, that
certain influential parties arc to be served
by deflecting this route in a. southerly
dirpction, and not only are certain
portions of that route benefited and
Son~ed unfairly, but the inference was,

*that in order to do this the railway line
is blocked froml farther extension, and
another portion, whore settlement is oil
good land and where the G-overninent are
now spending money to clear the land
and are making it fit for settlement-

TasE MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
distance ?

Mn. WALKER: Never usind what
distance.. The distance is not served by
this line where the rich, interested, and
influential. parties are served. If there
is to be a deflection at all, it is in the
direction of the big holder. That is the
point, and where the Govern ment are
spending the money utilising the poor
time, the time of poverty, the unemployed,
to ringbarc and prepare good land, that
portion is left comparatively out in the
cold, and the large holder is served.
Whatt does the mnap explain of that,
What is the good of the map to answer a
q uestion of t ha t kinad? If the acq uisition

1is made, if it be true, it may not be- -
Tns MINISTER FPOR WORKs: Do you

say it is suggested this line is being
deflected to serve the big holderF

MRa. WALKER: I am saying that it
has been stated, almost in so many words
to-night, that that is the case. That is
the position. I an' repeating what has

Ialready been said in the House anud I am
using it as anl argument for pausing
before giving consent to the line. This
should be ascertained, and we should
know whether it is true. Does this line
go in a northerly direction to that portion
of the State where the unemployed are

Inow working ring-barL-ing, and does it
not touch MAr. Parker's estateP Does
not the mnap show that? Does it not
show that it does not gro where we are
spending the money in riugharking ? It
goes to where it is alleged a certain
gentleman who reported on this mnatter
StLyed for some timie with a. large influen-
tial person.

Ala. MoNaER: Absolutely incorrect.
MR. WALKER: I amn sa,'ving that,

while there is a chance of reply to the
ineniber who used that argument. It is
not my argumient. I am using the state-
vient made to pause before we give our
votes finally. We Should have farther
inquiry, ani settle it some way or other,
by deferring our final decision to-nlight
untilI we have h ad a comiittee or a. board
of inquiry or whatever name a commis-

Second readhig.
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sion of tbat sort may take. That is all
I am using the argument for. It is clear
there is Very great difference of opinion.
The settlers have absolutely petitioined
against this route. The people are
against it, and it is from there the
information comes that influences mny
mind. They shonid know the best, and
knowing the best T defer to thenm until I
get seone farther information. I want
ever Y member to understand I am not
voting against thme policy of the line. I
want the best route taken, and until that
is decided I shalt. vote for the inquiry sug-
gested by the Leader of the Opposition.

Mnt. P. STONE (Greenough) : I sup-
pornt this route. After perusing the mnap
I see the line suggested will take the

raiwavfarheraway fromn the Coolgardie
line Theline which seine members

recoin iniendi would go fart~her to thbe north,
and that would bring the railway within
16 miles of the Coolgardie line. I do
not think that is desirable. If we take
it 30 or 40 miles from the Coolgardie line
it will serve more people.

Ma. WALKER: 1t Will go nearer' to the
other line then.

MR. STONE : It does not show that
on the map. The hon. member suggests
that we should carry the line necarer to
the Coolgardie line; therefore T sup-
port the route laid dtown by the Govern-
mnen t.

TuE MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
reply): I think I may be able to some
extent to clear uip many of the mis-
conceptions. I explained last night
that this trouble about the routes is no
new affair, but one. which the Govern-
ment had well undler consideration when
theoy adopted thiQ present route. I stated
last night to the best of mny belief that Mr.
Burnett reported in favour of the northern
line, and 'Mr. Broclianan in favour of the
southern line, and that to settle this
question the Government had referred
the respective merits of these two routes
to Mr. Muir of the Works Department,
and Mr. Mbore, the Inspector of Lands.
These two genth'-men had agreed that the
southern route was the better one. I ask
mnembers opposite What is this hut
adopting the plan which the Leader of
the Opposition suggests should be fol-
lowed at the presentP These two routes

had been submitted to experts, and to
experts who, I submit, should have a
fair knowledge of what they are adviis-
ing. Under these circurustances the
claini and the statemnent that the report
of Mr. Burnett's had been kept abso-
lutely in the background is without
foundation. What do we find? The
member for Ranowna, has told us that
the information provided this year
is similar to that provided last year, that
the Bills this ytar are being rushed
through as they were last year. I would
invite the membner's attention to one or
two statements which lie could easily
verify, and I ask hini then, after con-
sidering- these statements, whether lie
still persists in the same remarks. I
want to draw the member's attention to
tho fact that last year the first reading of
these Bills took place on the 20th Decem)-
ber, the second reading was on the 21st,
and Parliament was prorogued on the
23rd.

Mn. COLLIERS: The hon. member made
no reference to the time, only to the in-
formation supplied.

Isis MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member stated that the Bills were
rushed through this yea.r in the same
way as last, year. I do not want to have
my reply onl this point disconcerted by
interjections of the lion. mneiber, and I
shall be glad if he will remain silent for
a little while. Last year the first read-
ing was on the 20th of December, the
second reading on the 21st, and Parlia-
ment prorogued on the 23rd. This year
we had the first reading on the 28th
Novemher and the second reading on thle
5th December, and if hion. members can
tell me when this House is going to pro-
rogue they will do mne at favour, because I
am particularly anxious to obtain the in-
formation.

MA. BATHt: As soon as you can rush
these Bills through.

THn MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not
even the Leader of the Opposition, with
all his imagination, can say there is the
same hurry this year as there was last.
Year.

MR. BATH: It is worse this year,
because you say they were part of your
policy, and, if they were, you could have
introduced the Bills at the beginining of
thle session.c
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TUE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Was not the building of agricultural
railways part of the Rason Governmenlt's
policy ?

Ma. BATH: Yes;, but the Rason Gov-
ermnent only had a session of three weeks.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Was not the construction of agricultural
railways part of the Rason Goverunent's
Policy ?

MR. BATH: Yes,
THn MINISTER FOR 'WORKS:

Yes.'- Now the bald statement which has
been made is that these Railway Bills
are being rushed to the samne degree as
last year's Bills; and these dates prove
the direct contrary.

Ma. BATH: We bad the second read-
ing only last night.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:- By
no chance can one get thle hon. member
to admit the obvious; but a comparison
of these dates, I submit, ab'solutely
proves that this year at all events more
consideration is given to these measures
in point of time.

Mn. BATH: When did we have the
introductory speech? First reading is
mnerely form-al.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The period which elapsed between the
first and second readings -at all events
allowed hon. members an opportunity of
investigating the propositions. Evidently
the member for Ivanhoe (Mr. Sc;ad-
dan) has put the interval between
the first and second readings to some use,
because he has conie to this House with
a. number of hearsay statements, which
no doubt he firmly believes to be correct,
but which, I think the House generally
will agree with me, have little or no
foundation in fact. Now we come to the
second point, which is that the informa-
tion brought down last year was just as
exhaustive and comprehensive as the
information brought down this year. On
this phase of the mnatter, I submit that tile
information oni the printed statements
must be taken in conjunction with theI
maps. I ask hon. members whether last
year maps, were brought down to this
House, mnaps showing first of all the
alienated land; showing secondly, by their
colouring, theareas of first-class, of second-
class, and of third-class land in the
district concerned, as classified by the
Lands Department?

'Ma. BATH : We had that information
in the big mnap prepared for the Immni-
gration Commnission.

THE. MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Were such moaps brought down last
yearP

Ma. BATH: Yes. The Immigration
Commission's large mnap was hung in the
corridor.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
A mnap shoxving all these particulars?

MR. BATH: Yes.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:

Were all these particulars shownr
MnR. BATHT: Yes, all of them.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:

The hon. member's memory must surely
be at fault in this respect. Comning now
to the printed statements, we find two
specially important items, going a long way
to indicte to the House the amnount o;f
cultivation proceeding in the district. We
have a fairly accurate estiimate of the
area under cultivation, fairly accurate
because thle result of in vestigation s on the
spot by reliable and responsible officers;
not hearsay evidence, or casual figures
obtained from the Lands Office, but in-
formation carefully collected on the spot.
In fact we are informed, in connection
with this year's Bills, of the acreage of
laud coming into cultivation next year.
and farthermore of the area of country
which has been riugbarked. I think hion .
Members will agree with me that reliahle
information on these two points may go
a long way to inform the Rouse as to the
prospects of future development in the
localities through which the Government
propose to construct these railways. I
maintain these are absolutely two of the
most important points of information for
a House considering a Railway Bill.

MR. BATH: What ? The area ring-
barked ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
area riuharked. is undoubtedly a most
important piece of information, because
we know perfectly well that riugharking
is one of the operations preliminlary to
bringing land Into active cultivation.

MR~t. BATE: I can show the Minister
hind which wras ringbarked seven or eight
years ago, and is not tinder cultivation
vet.

THE MINISTER FOR W~ ORKS: No
doubt the lion. member can, but I will
ask hint how many of the acres now under
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cultivation were previously subjected to
the first operation towards mnaking- land
cultivable, namely ring-barkiu,. 4r

MaI. SCADDAN:' It does not necessarily
follow that all land ringharked will be
put tinder cultivation immediately or at
all.

Taa MINISTER FOR WOJRKS: NO;
that does not necessarily follow. But
the fact tint land has been" ringbarked is
very strong presumptive evidence that a
considerable proportion of it will be
brought under cultivation. I cannot
help) it if the lion. member cannot or will
riot understand the argument. I think,
however, it is fairly obvious that when
112,000 acres of land in a given distric;t
has been riagharked there. is a fair
proslpect that a considerable propmortiou
of that area will be brought tinder culti-
vation at an early date, that is in
addition to thle aCreagle ardyunder
cultivation.

AIR. BATH : The -Minister should go to
the member for Katanning (Hon. F. R.
Piesse) for a little tuition.

TftE MINISTER FOR WORKS
Unilike thle Leader of the Opposition, I
have lived onl the land 80 miles from aL
raiilivay station for five years, cleared,
fcnced, and worked it, and afterwards
sold it. Therefore I do not spoak on
this matter without practical knowledge.

MA. SCADDAN: And then it started
you out :?

THtE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There arc, perhaps, some pecople who can
manage to rim their affairs in a nianner
fairly decent. and creditable. Now, we
are told that this line has been deflected
to serve large estates. It is obvious that
the miemlber for Kanowna (Mr. Walker)
when making that statement could not
have looked at the map, because if he
cared to do so and rougly to measure off
the distances with a pencil or a. piece of
paper, lie would have seen that to the
north of this line the two biggest estates,
one of 11,400 acres and the other of
10,000 acres, were 10 miles away. Were
the line put where Mr. Burnett recoin-
wended that it should be put, the dis-
tance would be reduced by something
like one-half.

'Ma. SCAIDDAN: That wouldl not affect
the position.

THEE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
am criticising the wild and rahid state-

rnents which froma time to time we get
from the moember for Kanownla.

MRt. SeAAN : YOU do not want to
follow his example, then.

THE M1INISTER FOR WORKS: Can
the hon. member tell me how, in giving
my figures showing that these estates are
10 idl"es distant fromt the line proposed
by the Government, whereas they would
be half that distance away under the line
proposed by Mr. Burnett, I aul following
the lion, member's example F As a
matter of fact, however, I am. coming to
that point, and in two or three minutes
will convine him as, to whether -

MR, SCA&rinN: But that does not
affecUt tire positionl, which is that you are
giving facilities to those two big estates.

Tait MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
take it the position is affected by the fact
of the line comning five miles north. Now
we are informed by our officers that by
adopting this route we serve the greatest
number of settlers.

MR. SCAIIDAN: Who says that? Quote
it.

Tus MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
assure the lion. member that that is the
statement, and it is corroborated by the
confirmnation of this route on Mr. Mfuir's

report. Unfortunately, the file which was
here last night., has been removed from
my table.

Ali. SCuA: All these files shouldI
be put on the table.

Tanm MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
are told by these officers that the greatest
number of settlers will be served by the
southern route.

A. SeM)A~Nn: Anyhow, we have nio
knowledge of that.

Tian MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
do not like the hon. member simply
speaking from hearsay without taking thle
trouble to obtain corroboration.

MA. SeADANma: What are you speak-
in g from ?

TUEg MINISTER FOR WORKS:
From absolute fact, from Official records,
and from reaps open to the hon. member
if hie chooses to regard them with intel-
ligrence. I think everyone a.dmits that
in a miatter of this sort the greatest im-
portance must be attached to the opinion
of the Premiier. Knowing the disputes.
that had arisen in connection with these
two routes the Premier made it his busi-
ness to visit the district. I think we
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Will all admnit that for 'judging the best
course for a railway, the possibilities of
settlement, and the service of the
greatest number of settlers, no one is
better qualified than the Premier himself.'
He has been there and satisfied himself
that this route is the best. No member
of the Ministry is, so far ats I know, in
any way interested in one or other of
these routes. We wish Simply to select
the route which in our opinion will best
serve the greatest number. The other
side are constantly asserting that the
Government are always shelving respon-
sibility. When we come down with a
proposal that the Clovernment themselves
shall select the route, the Opposition say
we are shelving responsibility and should
appoint a board to select it for us. But
had we come down with the proposition
to submit the route to a board, we should
have been asked, why do not the Govern-
ment take the responsibility ? No matter
what course we take, members opposite
will object. The case for the line has
been proved absolutely up to the hilt.
In adopting the southern route we are
serving the greatest number of settlers,
and I feel sure the House will endorse
our action.

Amendment put, acid a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes ... ... ... 13
Noes ... ... ... 24

Majority against ... 11

AYS.
Mr. Angwin
Mr. Bath
Air. H. Brown
Air. Collier
Dir.Daglish
Mr .unai
Mr. 9eaddan
Mr. Stuart
Mr. Troy
Mir. Underw~ood
Dir. Walker
,)r. Ware
Mr. ileitiammn (TOWle).

No.
DMr. natt
Mr. Brebber
Dir. Cowoeher
Mr. Davies
Mr. Eddy
DMr. riving
Mr. Gordon
3h- Gregry
Mr. Hardwiek
Mr. Hayward
Mr. Heren
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Illingworth
Mr. Keonga
Mr. Mitahell
Mr. Monger
Mr. N. J. M~o..
Mir. Flesee
Mr. Price
Mr. Snait],
ilr. Stone

Mr. A. J. Wilson
Air. F. Wilson
Art. Luy..... e )

Amendment thus negatived.
MR. SeADDAN: Will the Premier

cause the reports of tme departmental
officers to be laid on the table, so that

they mayv be open for the perusal of mema-
bers and may become public?

MR. H. BROWN : Before the second
reading is put, I wish to say we were told,
when on the subject of thie Watanning-
Rojonup line, that it will not have I in
40 grades; but both the Greenhills-
Quairading anid the Donnybrook-Upper
Blackwood lines have such grades; so'
think there is not much consistency ii'
the scheme.

THE PREMIER: I should like to say
that while a grade of 1 in 40 on a spur
line is a reasonable proposition, yet if we
can improve the grade on a through line,
to do so is good business. The deviation
of the Katannug-Kojonulp line was made
owing to the possibility that, it may be a
through line, and consequently our duty
was to secure the best possible grade. As
to the member for Ivanhoe's request, I
am prepared to lay on tme table all the
information I have.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

B[LL- HO0PETOUN-RAVENSTHO1ZPS
RAILWAY.

SECOND READING, AMENDMENT.

Resumed from the previous day.
Question stated.
MR. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison) :I

move that the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negatived.
MR. HOLMAN; Ilam sorry to have to

speak at this hour, but it is unfair to try
to force measures through the House
at 11-30 pin. We hlave had a. long
day, considerable work has been done,
and already the second readings of
three Bills have been passed. I think
that is quite sufficient for one sitting.
The policy of' the present Govern-
ment is not to give a fair opportunity
for the discussion of measures before the
House. The sole object of the Govern-
mient is apparently to rush measures
th rough.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Have not
you had three days?

MR. HOLMAN: I have known anl imi-
portant measure to take three weeks, and
others longer. I desire to support the
amendment moved by the Leader of the
Opposition, bcause T maintain that Of all
the railway proposals before Parliament
this is the one that should receive most
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consideration. I have already said that
thie measure has been rushed forward un-
fairly out of consideration (or one com-
pany. The Minister for Mines last night
made a statement that he desired to wait
until I had spoken, so that lie could deal
with my remarks. The Minister should
be here to give information, and if lie
waits until another member speaks it is a,
poor reconmmendation for the Bill. The
Minister should have given any informia-
tion at his disposal to give hon. inembers
an opportunity of deciding whether the
line is necessary or not. However, it
is immaterial what information is given
with the following thle U3overnment have-
muen who take no interest in the work,
and leave the Chamber during the dlebates
and come in and vote like dummi~ies. We
have seen that time after time this
session, some members totally ne.glect,
their duties. The Minister for Mines
gave us no information whatsoever, but
he told us that one, of the reasons why
the line was being built wits ito assist the
prospectors in that part of the State.
About the time Mr. Kaufman left the
State, the Minister for Mines, dealingI
with the question (If the sale of the
smelter at Ravensthorpe, sent a minute
to Cabinet. The first minute on the fIle
was on thme 13th Jfune, 1906, and on the
18th June he had fixed up the sale to Mr.
Kaufman and sent the following minute
to Cabinet: -

The company has purchassed almost every
producintg mine in the district, so that without
receiving supplies fronm the company the
nmelter would become a white elephant.

That proves what I saidl last. night, that
Lhe railway wrag to assist Mr. Kaufman
ind not for the development of the dis-
Lrict. In the minute the Minister went
jin to sar:

Were they to do so, our loss would be con-
dilerable; for, as I have already previously
,ointed out, they have obtained an option on
Uiost all the productive mines, and on
present indications we w'ould not be able to
rau more than one month out of the twelve.

Pliat proves that almost all the pro-
hieing mines had been delivered over to
SIr. Kaufmnini, and that a promise was
tiven to him when he left the State early
a June. It is a disgrace that any%
},overnnwn nt should countenance anyv-
hung like that. It has been stated in
lie ,aouse that there were thousands of

tons of loading at the coast awaiting
transport to Raveusthorpe. I gave that
a denial at the time, and now I have a
letter which Mr. F. F. Wilson has
received fromn a friend ait the Phillips
River who k-new nothing about the debate
in this House. It was written on the
30th November, and amongst other
things say s-

The teams have outnumbered the loads from
the port, and they are waiting for the stuff to
come off the boats now.

This shows beyond doubt that the infor-
mnation given to the House to prove that
there is a, considerable amount of load-
ing awaiting transport is misleadinig.
Mjinisters should be assured that they

have mnore facts than these to boost
up their- case. If a practical coon-
mittee were appointed to go into this
mnatter they wvould need to inquire into
a great number of things. They would
need to deal thoroughly with the question
of the pioduction of copper and to get ain
idea of the exact amount possible to be
produced in the district. They would
need to deal in a practical manner with
the total output in the world and with
the variations in the price of copper. One
question to be decided in connection with
the construction of at railway there is the
future prospects of time place. It has
been proved beyond doubt by) the reports
of the State Mining Engineer that the
prospects of Phillips River are by no
means too good. Parts of the report of
the State Mining Engineer have been
quoted during the debate. Mr. Mont-
gomerY on the 28th June, 1905, re-
ported :

The progress made in the last two years is
somewhat disappointing, very few 'non having
been employed and little energy having been
shown in opening up the mines. Want of
capital has been mainly responsible for the
poor progress made, but it seemed to me also
that the loesebolders might, in a great many
instances, have done much more work than
has been the ease if they had devoted their
time and energies more closely to their mines.
In several instances the progress made is
absurdly small for the nnmber of men alkeged
to have been at work during the time. The
state of uncertainty which has prevailed as to
being able to realise en the ore raised, and the
necessity of picking only the host ore for sa,
have had much to do with the slackness in
w-orking that has prevailed; but while excus-
ing it. these considerations do not seem to me
entirely to remove the reproach from the
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mine-owners of having failed to do their own
best for the development of the field.
That shows that the whole of the pro-
ducing mines at Phillips River have not
been worked in a proper manner, but the
owners have-scratehed oit a few patches
of rich ore and had them treated. We
should have a report from a torn anittee
of experts to show exactly whether the
line is warranted. But 110; this indi-
vidual who has large interests dlown
there received consideration fromn thbe
TMinister for Mines that the Minis-
ters have refused to the prospectors
when they have had an opportunity. I
could deal lengthily with the prospects of
that district, because I have looked the
maetter through verycarefully. However,
it is a waste of titne for any person to
try to point out anything in this Chamber,
at this time of the night especially,
because we know that no miatwAr what
arguments are brought forward against
the ontstruction of this line they would
not receive any consideration from the
Government side of the House.

MR. HUDSON:; How many leases re-
ported on by Mr. Montgomery are held
by the company ?

MR. HOLMAN: We find that in the
operations of tine Government sinelter,
for the first period there was a fair pro-
duction, for the second period a con-
siderable, reduction, and for the third
period a still fart her reduction. It
proves farther beyond a doubt that the
lodes are not permanent hut merely
chutes of ore which those miners have
taken out ; that they have got the richest
and best, and then have finished with ii.

MR. HUDSON: What is the present
position?

MR. HOLM AN: There has been a
report of one mine found, a, large bit of
ore; that is the Mount Cattlin.

MAn. HuDso Eq: What about the Tel ver-
ton ?

Man. H OLMAN: I have not seen any
reports of the Yelverton. If the hion.
ineiber had any information to give it
would have been very acceptable when he
had the opportunity.

THE PREMI1ER:- He canL Speak.
Mn. HOLMAN: The information

Should have been given. I ca',n quote
extracts from practieal men. Some of
these letters were not written to me, hut
I have had letters handed to ine which

show that what 1 say is the general
opinion of those people in that part of
the conuntry. I will give an extract froni
a letter from a practical man. This letter
was not written to me, but handed to tue.
Thle writer says:

I believe things will go athead for a time at
ieaqt, and what I cain see of the placee is there
are suntll chutes of copper, varying in rich-
ness, all round ; bnt np to the present the
mjain lode has not been found, anld 30)0 feet is
the deepest wine on the field.

I have had several letters, including Some
fromn old friends. The writer of the
letter from whic;h I have quoted has been
right through the field, and I merely
quote it to show that from theo informua-
tiou we have received the prospects are
not very bright in that part of the
country. The memiber for Dundlas asked
about the lode of Mt. Cattlin. TLo my
mind the reports we have about Mt.
Cattlin are not very promising, because
if oue reads an extract fromi Mr. Mont-
go!niery's report-page 7.5 of last year'mq
mining report-lie w ill sue that the report
even from that mine is not too promising,
because it goes on to say that only a
certain amount of work has been done.

Mu. HUDSON : A large but somnewbal
low-grade ore.

Ma. HOLMAN: Certainlv it is larg(
and somewhat low-grade. Tme fact ol
the matter is that up) to the present timt
it has not been proved that dhe lode i,%
quite payable. I know too much about
lodes. I will quote some particular
which will show that what I say iE
absolutely correct; that this report taker
from a company which is being boonied
like Mr. Kaufman's at the present tinn
is not to be relied on.

Tnz A.TTORNEY GENERAL:. IS there
wain lode at the Boulder ?

Mn. HOLMAN:- There is a condtiom
lode.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Which iE
the main lode ?

Mna. HO01NAN: The hion, miembei
knows a good deal about thatt district
He knows there are several lodes. I
think a grela unload was mnade by
number of those interested in th(
Golden role, when. they unloaded soif
thousands of shares on an nnsusliectink
public, and practically' robbed them ol
thousands of pounds. That of coursE
will be -followed out not only by th.osm
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alt b)y a considerable n~umb~er of other
eople in the district. The report
f Mr. Montgomery goes on to quote
ertain shows. Hie speaks very pro-
iisingly of somue of them, but so far as
lie relport shows there is not one really

odc property in that district for a ,imail
ol stake his whole upon the field. There
3considerable reference to copper and
othing else. As a rule before copper
'roperties are p)roved permanent and good
hey have to be proved ait at considerable
epth. That is the case in regard to
very, co pper field in A ustr-alasia, and
tiler copper fields, even in ornwall and
inerica, as wvell. We know that certain
lines are rich on the surface and then
'oor. The most promising copper field
I Australia is at Moonta and Wallarco.
'be history of copper mining goes beyond
doubt to show that unless lodeus have

'een proved to be permanent and con-
inirous and to he of considerable (lepth,

is not advisable to rly too much on
hem. Another nI;tter to iw takel into
oinsideration before we spend a great
eal of money is this. At the present
rue the construction of a railway in that
istrict will only benefit one individnal
3mpany as proved by the Minister for
lines only' a little wrhile ago, although hie
riod to cover that up last night and to
how that the construction of this line
'ould Suit at considerable number of
rospectors. It only goes to show how lie
in twist himself about to meet the
ceasion. Re wrote at letter to Cabinet.

THE MINisrER FOR MINES: YOU need
ot repeat that for MY edification.

MR. HOLMAN : it would take at Man
ke 11r. Kaufman to educate Yo, more
Ian any, practical mall. A prospector
'horn the hen, gentleman should assist
in, receive no aid whatever. In connec-
on with copp)er we have to look ait the
tatter in this way. Although copper is
J00 at the present time, we do not know
ie time when it will drop toX.50or perhaps
:30. The bon. member laughs. It may
top down to £30. I can renmember one
t50 when copper was quoted ait £70 onl
ne day, and) the very samte day it wvas
noted at £895. Tiat occurred in 1889.
'hie saute thingr ight occur at any time.
'opper is a thing, we do not judge f romt
eck to wveek, but we look over a century.
'he highest price for copper was X£I 70,

1805. At the present time it is only

£100, but in the meantime copper has
fluctuated from £:35 up to the price pre-
vailing at the present time. The next
highest price was at considerable numn-
her of years back, when it reached
£108. We will take the prices during
the past fewv years. In 1894 it was
£42 Ss. 9d., wh~ich was the highest that
.Year. The lowest price for that year was
£37 lus. 6(1. In 188?, at one period the
price of copper was £84 17s. 6d.. and in
another period of the 'Year it wits only
£38 12s. 6d. It goes on year by year.
There is no metal in the world that is
known which fluctuates so rapidly as
cop~per. We do not know at present but
what there is a boom in copper, hut we
know that the boom may burst at any
timue, and the result of the bursting of
the boom in copperwould be that in all pro-
bability the whole of the money spent in
the Phillips River district by this Govern-
nient would be absolutely thrown away.
What I ask is that before the Govern-
ment spend this money in the Phillips
River district, they should give the com-
pany an opportunity of proving their
bows. fides and whether they have a
standby that would war-rant the Govern-
nient, in Sp~ending this amlount of money
in that district. If the company are
strong enough and prove their bone fidee.
I would build the '-ailwav for the corn
pany* or anyone else, that is, if the rail-
way is warranted ;but I would not build
a railway to boom thle company as is the
case in the present instance. The secuse
given by the Minister tor Mines was that
Mr. Kanum cattne here and spent his
I'Ionev.

THE MAINISTER FOR MINES: That
statement is incorrect, and I ask that it
be withdrawn.

IR. HOLMAN: I took a note of the
Minister's words at the time, but if I
have not taken them down correctly, I
will withdraw the statement. If Mr.
Kaufman canie here and] invested his
money it was entirely to benefit his corn-
pallty . Look at the time when Mr. Da.j.
lington Simpson wvent to Peak Hill and
boomed the nines there from a fewv shil-
lings to pounds per share. He got an
inspector of mines to report on the Peak
Hill property, and afterwards appointed
that mail manager of his company. He
worked the mine at high pressure, taking
the eyes out of it, so as to give some re-
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turn to the investors, but the mining in-
dustry in that district has beeni reta-rded
ever since. The same thing will occur in
the Ravensthorpe district. We should
get experts to deal with this question first.
At Wiluna, the proltetties were reported
on on behalf of Mr. Darlington Simp-
son, who took a. party out there, and spent
£120,000 to boom the property. After-
wards he quietly got out, and the
investors were left with the properties on
their bands. The prope rties were after-
wards let on tribute, and the Iriliutors
have been getting some thou sands of
ounces of gold wtut of them. At Ravens-
thorpe the company may pick out rich
chutes of ore, making the property pay
for a time, hut ultimately the mines may
be practically abandoned, and that witlhin
a short time the investors who have put
their mone 'y into the property will not
get a return. A great injury will thus
be done to the mining industry. After
the boomrs at Peak Hill and Wiluna
there was a great slump. The first thing
the Government should do is to pro-
tect the people that work in the
country, and afterwards those who have
invested their money in the mines; but
is not being done by the Government at
present. Everything is being done to
allow a coinpany an opportunity of
getting all they can out of these pro-
perties. I stated yestcrday that the
yields from that part of the State had
been declining and did not warrant the
construction of thle railway. The pro-
perties are decreasing as well. To give
members an idea of what has been taking
place, I will quote the gold returns from
that district, In 1902, the gold Yield
from the Phillips River goldield was
7,411loz; in 1903. it had fallen to
7,OS0oz.; in 1904, it had fallen again to
4,01 Goz, a drop of 3,000 oz. in one year;
in 1905, it had fallen to 2,5t43oz., a drop
of l,SO0oz. ; and in 1906 the total yield
for the seven months has been 1,Ol9oz.,
showing the yields have been decreasing
year by year. The total production Cram
that part of tbe State dluring the past six
years has shown a gradual decline, and in
my opinion it will farther decline in the
near future, although the capital that, has
been invested will increase the returns for
sonic time. 'Ultimiately, however, more
harm will be done by the building of the
railway than if the field. had been worked

in ai legitiite manner. In 1901 Lb
copper return f romu this field was X 12,00
worth; in 1902 it only returned X1,23,
worth; in 1903, £10,984 worth; in 1904
£-24,280 worth; in 1905, £ 15,592 wortb
From January to June of this yeai
£6,874 worth of copper had been pro
duced on this field. The prospects o
the field are in nc way equal to Lb
prospects of other fields. I would lik
to see a committee of experts -appointe
to inquire into the possibilities of hi
field, knowing the history of coppe
during the past century, and kiiowin
how it rises and falls, once even 50 pe
cent. in. a day, Knowing the hig]
price of copper at present means, th
opening up of scores of wines through
out Australia and hundreds of mine
throughout the world ; the production o
copper will increase for a few years t,
come, and Lice ultimate result will be thn
the world's market will be overstocked
and a. considerable slump will take plac
in copper. The properties wvhen worke4
on a £50 price basis in the Phillip
River district soine time ago did no
show a great success. In my opinion, ii
the not far distant future we shall h-ar
to look to a considerable fall in eoppez
and we must guard against it. It wouli
be an unwise proposition to spew
thousands of pounds in the Phillip
River district which has only returne
a small amount of money during Lb
past few years, and the production o
copper has not increased to any consider
able extent. In 1904 the world's pr-o
ducetion of copper was 644,935 tons; ii
1905, 708,110 tons; and with the large
numn her of propositiotts opened u]
throughout the world this Year's pro
duetion will increase rapidly on that, anm
the next year's production will probabi;-
amounit to a million tons. If anyon
will read the statistic s oF the copper [Pro
ductien, they will know that it is littl
more than equal to thle demiand, aw
the ultimate result of the boomi wil
be the bursting of a great many bubbles

[12 o'clock, midnight.]

Mlu. HOTA1IAN (continuing) On-
hase of the question not dealt with ii

regard ttisrailway is of geti
portance, that is the running of a Selp
arate systeni of railways. No unentici
of that has been wade l;y the Minister,
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TUE MiNISTErt FOR MINES: The 110n. i
Inemlber is not in order in discussing a ;
new railway system when we have now an
amending Bill before the House dealing
with it.

Ai HOLMAN: I am showing why
a committee of experts should go down
and iuquire into the mlatter. We have
had no information on breaking our rail-
way system. We should have infor-
ination on that point. No information
has been given uis as to thle cost of thle
railway, as to whajt water supplies will
be ieessary, a~s to the cost of taking
roiing stook there, which will amoiunt to
ib considerable sum, and ais to the ex-
penditure incurred by having fitting
shiops there, because it is certain that
they will need men there to look after
the repairs to engines and rolling stock,
meaning a different staff of men, a
manager, and various officials who must
be paid ; and we have no infor-
mnation given us as to the extra cost

of running this railway in that part
if the State. We know that it is hardly
possible to control the Raveusthorpe rail-
way with any degree of success by the
present Commissioner of Railways.
What system are the Governmient going
to adopt in running this new branch of
Lbe railway system PWe know the tram-.
way at Roebourne is giving great dis-
3atisfaction, though it is onl 'y a, horse
tramway. The cost of running is con-
diderably more than the revenue re-
Weved. It canntot be controlled from
Perth. When we are asked to lay
lown another separate system in the
southi, we should consider what ex-
?ense will he entailed in con trolling it.
luother matter of great importance
.s as to what motive power the
Government intend to use in rUnuna
hbe railway' . In these days of iuore
tconomical methods of running railways,
3speeially branch lines and offshoots
Yrom the main lines, I maintain that a
better motive power can lie introduced
inan steam; and I believe that if a com-
nittee of experts inquired into the best
nethods of running the system they
vould find out first whether a railway
vas necessary there, secondly the nature
if the system that should be adopted
here, and thirdly what motive power
;ho)uld be adopted Information should 1
)c gathiered on all these points before

the matter is discussed in the House, but
no information is given ;no reply is
vouchsafed by the 21 mister for Mines,
except that lie wished to reply to siume
sttement I made. I have en~deavoured
to show that hie misled his colleagues
when he wrote that minute to Cabinet,
and I think I have shown that we should
pause before we construct this railway.
I could have gone farther into various
statistics for miany years back, but it is
useless to delay the House any longer.
Having entered my protest against rush-
ingr this Bill throughl thle House and
given my reasons for opposing this rail-
way, though had T inure time I could
have gone wore fully. into thle matter, I
do not desire to delay the House any
longer. I coonsider a committee of ex-
perts should go into the question. There-
fore I hope the amendmnent will be
carried.

TiE -MIN4ISTER FOB MINES (on
amendment) :The argument has been
used for a long time that a certain
amount of responsibility should rest
upon the Government. It has been of ten
argued that the Government have been
trying to get away from i-esponsibility
that should be theirs, and that it is wrong
for us to try and] evade that responsi-
bilit-. But apparently on this occasion
certatin niembers think differently to what
they have argued on other occasions.
Although tho member for Murchison has
miade a Ienghitv speech, I do not think it
is necessary for me to reply to him at
very great length. I regret that the hon.
member has not been recognised in the
past, as a, mining expert. I propose in
the near f uture to cdraw the attention of
our newly-appointed Prospectors' Asso-
ciation to the merits of the member, and
as the association purpose having lectures
in Perth with a view to Irving to induce
tile people of Western Australia to take
a greater interest in our mining ventures,
I propose to submit the name of the bon.
member to those gentlemen as one who
Could give lectures.

MIR. HOLMAN : I Was prosjpecting in
this State when a great Many others were
sly-grog selling.

Tus, MINISTrER FOR MINES: The
hon. member endeavours to mnake offen-
sive and insulting r-emuarks that have very
little semblance of being accurate.

'6 Dp.cr 11:pm' 1906.1L
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Ma. HOLMAN : That is prettyV true.
Tas MINISTrER FOR MINES: What

is pretty true ?
MR. HOLMAN: The remarks you refer

to.
THE MTINISTER FOR MINES:- The

bon. member will need to be exceedingly
careful. The lion, member made some
remark about sly-grog selling. Did lie
mean it to refer to my self?

MR. HOLMANw: I dlid not say so, but if
the cap fits you can wear it.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I
must protest. The lion. mnemnber has
made most offensive and degrading
remarks. If the hon. member would dare
for a single moment to infer that I was
ever guilty of a thing of that nature,
there would be no statement more un-
truthful and miore. blackguardly. It is
absolutely untruthful in every sense.

MR. HOLMAN': DO not get 80 excited
about it.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES:.
If an insinuation is thrown out that I
was guilty of sly-grog selling--

Mn,. SPEAKER:' I understood the
member for Murchison to say that hie (lid
Dot apply it to you, but if th~e cap fitted
you could wear it. The hion. member
should not have gone that fabr.

MR. HOLMAN (in explanation) : The
Minister tried to make little of me be-
cause I had made some remiarks that I
had done some prospecting. He tried to
be unfair, and said in a manner that was
degrading to me that hie would recoml-
mend me as a lecturer to this association.
That was a deep insult; I took it as such,
and I MIsde the remark t hat I was pro-
specting in WVestern Australia when a
great many others were sly-grog selling,
and I make the same remark now.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I
was referring to the lengthy spec of
the lion. inember.

Mn. BATH : It Was full Of detail. The
-Alinister must ngree with that because he
got up to repl 'y.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: It,
was exceedingly detailed, for after inid-
night.

Mn. WALKER: Whose fault is that?
MR. HOLMAN: 1 Will take YOU on be-

fore the Leaseholders' Association on
any public platform or at anY mining
camup.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES:
have no intention. Will the hon. men
ber let tue reply ?

Mft. HOLMAN: Well, reply to n
arguments.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES
did not interrupt the hon. moembjer. E
had his own way when lie was speakin
and I have very little desire to replyI
his remarks.

AIR. HiOLMAN: YOU Cannot.
THE MINISTER: Except to this e.

tent, when the hion. menibe-r was speal
ing he quoted Mr. Montgomery's repo
of 190.5 where Mdr. Montgomiery regretth
the district was not making the advain
and progtress he 'had anticipated; an
the hon. imemiber went farther, lie gaN
.as a special reason why the district wt
not advancing the necessity of capital ft
the purp)ose of assisting to develop tl
field,

MR. HUDSON : And the necessity for
railway.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Tht
was the quotation the lion. nmember mad.
He did not say anything about a railwa'
The year before that,, when Mr. MOn
goruery went there in mny companly, %
spent ten days in going over the who]
field, and he wrote a special repoi
which I published in pamiphlet form, an
sTpecialty pointed out the necessity for
railway. In 1905, M"r. Johnson who wa
then Minister for Alines, brought thi
miatter before Cabinet, and there was n
question then of this company being
the field. Alr. Johnson recommeude

i aud pointe~d out that on account of tli
being at copper field tihe only way th.
production of the field could be assiste
was by constructing a railway. I pointe
out last night that outsiders were prepare
to constructa railway. All this ocurre
before the company about which the miw
her for Murchison makes such a specit
point, caime into the district. I pointe
out also how these people came to in
and what answer I gave diem; that 1, ii
commont with those who preceded m(
believed that at railway was essential fe
the field, but that I declined to enitertaii
for a moment the ideai of constructin
this railway byv privatc enterprise. Tb
lion, member hats not said one word i
reference to those other p~roposals. H
did not tell us whether, in the event o
the House ref using to construct thi
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ailway lie would allow others to con-
itruct it.

AIR. HOLMyAN: You did not tell us
thout auy other proposals.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I
xplained ver ' fully, as fully as I was

justified, one proposal that was mnade. I
lid not think I would he justified in

ling the name of the gentleman or
uler particulars than I gave to the
Elouse last night.

M1R. HOLMwAN: If 1, had time I wouild
.el you of a proposal to construct at line

Eo eak Hill.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: It

wvould be out of place.
Mn. HOLMANz: I merely interjected

1at to show that the proposal you had
nay have been one of the same class.

THrE MINISTE R FOR WORKS: The
nember for Gutildford said it was a
Penuine proposal.

Mn. HOLMIAN: I do not know what it
vas, You should have given that infor-

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: A
)roposal was made to me for the con-
traction of a railway to Peak Hill and

rejected it at once, and I would not
mtertain this proposal for Ravensthorpe
.or the simple reason that I thought a
-ailway to Raveusthorpe would be a
)rofitable one for thle State. If a similar
)roposal had been made for the con-
,truc;tioni of a railway to Mlarble Bar I
Vould have strongly recommended it to
Ja'binet.

MnR. UNDERWOOD: Whly?~
THE MINISTER FOR MINES: B~e-

muse the proposition was a good one:
rhey offered to build the railway without

,ny guarantee for initerest; they only
~sked for the land the railway would
equire, and they offered to hand the
mne over to the Government at the end
.f 30 years.

MR. SCADDAN:- We have had enough
if private lines.

Tns MINISTER: The proposition for
taveusthorpe. was gone into not only hy
ayself but by the member for Ouildford
Mr. Johnson). It would be a good
hing to get lines built like that if we
id not think it better to build them our-
elves. A proposition . was made the
ther day in eon nection with a railway
rom Mount Magnet to Black Range,
4awlers, and Mt. Malcolm.

MR. HOLMAN: If any line is built it
should he built by the State.

Tus MINISTER: Any?
Ma. HOLMAN:; I do not mean wood

lines.
THE MINISTER: A proposal was

made by the previous administration for
the bu ildi ng of the Marble Bar railway
by private enterprise.

Nai. BATH: No.
THE MINISTER: Thle hon. member

should read the Governor's Speech. I
hardly think it is worth while going into
the question.

MR. BATH: It is always worth while
being truthful.

Tar MINISTER: Does the hon.
member insinuate that I amu not?

'MR. BATH:- It is always well to be
accurate in your statements.

THE MINISTER: That should apply
to the hon. member's remarks more than
to mine. I need only give the hon.
memaber one little statemnent; but at any
rate I amn not going to bother about
these things to-night. The question is
in regyard to the construction of this
railway, whether we should build it our-
selves or allow others to do it. I say it
is a good project and we are quite justi-
fied in building it. I want to make the
House believe thjat the project to build a
radlway has no't hceii influenced to the
.slightest degree by the fact that outside
peole have comec here to invest mi'oney
in the district. I aml sorry that our own
people have not been able to pick up
sonic of these propositions which appear
fromn the reports I have seen to be good.

MR. BATH : They were evidently not
in the same position as Mr. Kaufman,
who told the investors that he was
promised a ala.I he local people
could hiave put thle same in their pros-
pectus as Mr. Kaufman di, local in-
vestors would have jumped at it.

THE MIUNISTER FOR -MINES: What
nonsense the hon. membe-r is talking.
These people came to me and asked if I
would recommnend that permission he
given to themi to construct a railway
from11 the Mines to the Coast, and I pointed
out that from the reports the department
had it appeared to he a work the Govern-
nieut could carry out. I went fully into
the details last night.

A. BATH: I ant not doubting your
word;i I only say that 'Mr. Kaufmanl
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evidently told a lie. If a local company
could have secured the smelter on the
same terms, and a promise of a railway
and a lease of land, they could have
floated the company without any trouble.

THE: MINISTER: Mir. Kaufman had
no promise more than what appeared in
the papers at the time. I told the House
exactly what occurred. As Minister I
recognised the importance of the district
and recommended that a railway should
he built by the State rather than by
private enterprise, and I pointvd out that
if the Government would not construct
the railway and would agree to it being
constructed by private enterprise, tenders
would be called so that ;ill persons
would have an equal chance of con-
structing the line. I had to explain
to this gentleman the position I would
take up and the use he- might make of it.
Of course it was something I could not
control in any sense, but I took good care
to let Parliament and this Rouise know
exactly what had occurred in regard to
these matters. The meinber for Mur-
chison-no matter how much we may
disagree on muany inatters--is not fair
when he tries to make out the Govern-
ment are desirous of assisting these
people. [Interjection by Mr. HOLMAN.]
The bon. member may be very earnest
and quite honest in his ideas, but in his
lan~guage here he is anything but fair.

MR. HOLMAN: I put it plainl'y; that
is ffly ignor-ance: I cannot polish my
language like somebody else.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Hle
was very offensive when speaking of per-
sons having gone to Peak- Hill and robbed
the British investor. I cannot see how
hie is justified in coming to the same con-
elusions, because in this instance the
Government are hringing forward pro-
posals for the purpose of putting a rail-
way in this district.

Ma. HOLMAN: Will YOU elilain how
it is possible to pay interest on eapitalisa-
tion on a million and a quarter, on their
past returns ?

THE MINISTER: No; it is a.natter
I have no control over. It has nothing
to do With me in any shape or form. I
hiare done this. i have induced the
Attorney General to bring forward legis-
lation dealing with our Criminal Code
for the purpose of trying to prevent per-
sons from making dishonest statements

with regard to Lheir mining lpropositionm
I have done that in accordance with
promise I mnade sonic timne ago. Th
Leader of the Opposition has seen th
clause I have drafted, and if lie wishes t
g1o farther and to do better, with at vici
to preventing any attempts to gull or ro
thev public, I will be only too pleased t
get all the support I can for him.

AIR. HOLMhAN: Why not Send the getC
log'ist to make a report, get a samiple, an!
send it on to the British investors, am
protect them. there?

THE MINISTER: No suchi thing, ha
ever been done in this State.

Mu. HOLMAN: You have power to d
it under the Mining Act.

THE MI1NISTER: I have not th
power.

Mn. HOLM AN : Not to sam ple ai inn
T1HE MINISTER : Decidedly nol

Does not the lion. member remember th
incident in c-onnection with the Boulde
Deep Levels ? I have no power to orde
one to sample the mine, to take samnple
as to values. I dare, ]ot take one piec
of stone away.

Mr. HOLMIAN : We Will Soon amuen'1
that and give the opportunity.

THx MINISTER FOR MINES
I know the hion. member is an authorit,
on all these mnatters. That is the posi
tion in regard to these things. In relatioi
to the Boulder Deep Levels we had t
get permission of the attorney of the
mine before we could send our officer
d]own and take saumples in connectioi
wish that inquiry. I intend in th
amending mining Act to get that powni
We should have it, not with the vie%
the hon. member suggests, of trying t
deal with every question that may corn
up, but it is thought advisable that th
Minister should he able to exercise sue]
power whenever a scandal occurs and actioi
should be takeii. But I amn getting awa-
from the subject and delaying the HonH(
I only want to impress the fact upon tir
'House that thlis railwayv has been recoin
iiended time after time. In the repor
the hon. inember spoke of a specie
feature drawn attenition3 to by the Stat

in iing Engineer was that it was owin;
to the want of capital the district wa
not progressing. Capital is now comnic1
there, and through capital coming ther
the district has a great chance of inakin;
progress. Of course, copper is not
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standard product, and its value may go
down, but when the lion, member thinks
that in the course of a year copper may
go down to X35-

MR. HOLMUAN:. I did not say that; it
has risen over £10 this year alone.

Tuz: MINISTER: The same thing
applies to tin. I hope we shall build a
railway to tap the Pilbarra, field, and tb-at
chiefly will be a district for the p)roduc-
tion of baser metals wore than for gold.
I believe we shall have many other dis-
tricts cropping up in Western Australia
where the baser metals will be the chief
product. With regard to lead, we hope
there wili he manyv districts where it will
be found. There are large lead deposits
in this State. The market is good, and
this is the timne to I ry to get to work upon
them ; and surely the timie when there is
a goad market in copper is the time to
give facilities for the opening 111 of a
district of that sort, when there is mone1y
coining from all parts of the world, peo-
ple ctoming around looking for copper
mines. You mnay say the e is a boom in
copper, and surely if there is a boom. that
is the time to tr 'Y to get people to take an
interest in these mines of ours, and help
to assist in their development. I do not
think any argumients were used against
this railway. I think it is a railway
which Will be, a profitable one to the
State. If it is constructed, it should
mean the employment of a very large
number of people. Mr. Hastike, when I
had made my remarks last night, was
specially desirous of pointing out how
earnestly hie had urged that this work
should be done ; also that when I first
recommended this proposal copper was
only £60 a ton, mid when he reconm-
mended it the price was £970 a ton.
He considered the project one well
worthy of support. Mr. Dunstan, who
was appointed manager of the smelter,
spoke highly of that district, and waLs
quite sanguine.

MR. IHonxw-: lHe bore ant my remark
a~hont there only being chutes.

TnE 'MTINiSTER: He considered 'is
quite justified in doing what we are. I
hope no mnember of the House will think
for a single moment that because certain
persons have obtained an interest there
the Government have been actuated in

their desire to bing furward this proposal.
There is no truth in anything of that
sort. The only reason which bus actuated
myself and mny colleagues has been that
if we constructed a railway in this district
it would 'mean the employment of a large
number of people. It would open up a
big. avenue of a district which would re-
quire supplies froma other portions of the
population, and a railwaty there 'would
not mean a big debt on the population
of the State, but would cause the em-

*ployment of a large number of peop~le
and would help generally in the develop-

-mont of Western Australia.

MR. 0. A. HUDSON (Dundas):- I do
not wish to prolong the debate, or to
enter into a controversy with the nmembher

*for Murchison. But the Minister for
Mines in replying to that lion. member's
observations has overlooked two points
whic h the nisinber for Murchison at-
tempted to make. The first was that he
read from a letter, showing that there
was no congestion in the traffic in regard
to the Phillips River field. I do not

*know the name of his correspondent and
I do not care wh at it is, butTI knuow of my
own knowledge there is a congestion of
tra-ffic, and that there has been a con-

*gestion of traffic during the whole of this
year. I was in Ravens thorpe last March
and saw the congestion of the traffic in
that district. On the day when two
vessels went out of Albany, in one of which
I travelled, there were over 50 tons of

*machinery left on the wharf, whichL
neither of these vessels was able to carry.
Since then the captain of one of thie

-vessels, who was a visitor here the other
*night, has stated that he himself saw
1,000 tons of goods and materials left on
the wharves and jetty, and in the sheds
at liopetoun, ready for transit to Ravens-
thorpe, and means could not be found to

*carry them. He also told me that he
himself had] so much loading offered to
him on that very day, but he had refused
loading from Fremantle. On one occa-
sion, only three weeks ago, there were no
less than eight vessels in the harbour at
Hopetoun, and I think that is conclusive
evidence that there is a large amount of
traffic, and that there is a great prospect,
and indeed certainty, of the railway pay-
ing its way. If the hon. memiber is in

*doubt about 'what the vessels were, I wvill
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giv him the approximnate date and the
namnes of the vessels themselves.

Ma. HOLMAN had no doubt about the
vessels going there.

MR. HUDSON: If eight vessels were
there we may fairly conclude that there
would be a large amnount of loading to he
carried on the railway. The other point
which seems to have been missed was
this, I have always criticised the action
taken by the Minister iii dealing with
this matter as being a. blunder in ad-
ministration, and I still say so ; but
altogether apart fromn that the company
cannot he said to own all the propositions
in the Ravensthorpe and Phillips River
goldfields. Mr. M1ontgomnery reported
upon 25 propositions. Even in Mr. Kauf-
man's own prospectus he only accounts
for 10, so there are, at least on that
showing. 15 other propositions which are
supplying ore to the smelter, and it ap-
pears that since then prospectors have
arrived on the field, and are working in
different prospecting shows. But apart
altogether fromi that, the comnpany has up
interest outside these mines. I may
mention that there are groups of mines
which they have purchased here and have
options over. The description given last
night, and given in the report of Mr,
Montgomery, shows there are over 22
miles of country, and these three groups
are all within a radiusg of five or six miles.
There are 10 leases mentioned, but there
are three groups. I do not think the
price of copper is likely to decrease to any
great extent. It may be boomed at £100
possibly, but at .275 it wilt be quite
normal, and it is not likely to ever get
below that. The mnember for Murchison
suggested that there was no increase in
the demand for copper.

MR, HOLMuAN: I did not ; that is alto-
gether wrong. It is increasing every
year ; the output is increasing as well.

MR. HUDSON: I quite understood
the hon. member-I did not take a note
of his speech-to say that there was no
increase in the demiand.

Mu. HOLMAN : The increase in the
supply is keeping up.

MR. HUDSON: I have not the figures
of the output of the world, but 1 know
that they are making profits. In reading
up the subject of copper I have found
that they are making profits out of two

and three per cent. ore; and the lo%%
grade ore in thie.Ravensthiorpe district is
classed as low as eight per cent. Besides.
it contains other minerals, so that taking
the general output, as comning fromn the
Ministerial benches, and the inforinatior.
I1 have been able to afford the Rouse, I
feel confident that members will rejeci
the amendment and pass the second
reading of the Bill.

MR. E. E. HEITMANN (One):- J
have listened to the speeches of various
gentlemen who have spoken on this mat-
ter, and I must sayv at the outset that I
intend to vote -against the railway. I

amnot voting against it simply be-
cause it is proposed bythis Govern-

ment. Only to-night I voted for o-nE
railway, which I think is warranted.
I find that dutring the last enj
years the total value of the minerls
in this field has averaged something like
£R28.,600 a year. Seeing there is only a
certain amount to be spent on railways
I think there are other places in Western
Australia which are far more deserving
of railway comimunication than this par.
ticular spot. I am not going to say any-
thing as to this railway benefiting ouic
company or not, but it would be far
better if, in cases like this1 the Govern.
muent would send out an expert party tc
inquire into the pros and cons of the-,
,whole business. A good deal of twitter-
ing has gone on from that, side (if the
House, it being alleged that, this (Oppo-
sition) side has been inconsistent, because
Upposition members are in favour of an
expert board being appointed, and have
informed the Government that they are
not prepared to take upon themselves
certLain responsibilities. It is only a
little more than 12 months since the

Ileader of the party oplposite took somne
credit, when speaking at Midland Junc-
tion, from the fact that he was abiding
by the decision of a board in connec;tionl
with the Norseman railway. So we are-
not the only party in tvour of boards.
I am specially in favour of boards in the
matter of routes. In connection wiff.
sonie of the railways intended to he built
this year, and appearing on the loan

Ischedlule, it is desirable, seeing that the
majority of the House are in favour of
expert hoards being appointed, that
before these preliminary surveys are
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made a party should be sent ouit to
examine the proposed routes. For in-
stance, it is proposed to build a, line to
Black Range. It appears that members
generally -are of opinion that there is
only one spot that the proposed line
should go (row. That is a matter of
great importance; and, although it is of
no particular interes;t to me, I am satis-
fied that if that line is started from Mount
Magnet to the Blck Range country the
whole of the State will lie sorry be fore
many years are over, for the simple
reason tlhat if it is built there it will go
eventually to Lawlers, leaving some very
good country, just as good as 'Black
Ranuge land, to the north (if it, which will
never be served by railways.

THE PEEmmitR: Where do you thin~k
it should start from ?

-Ma.1HEIT31AWN: Some point farther
north. I amn not advocating Cue, Nan-
nine, or any other place, but there is a
vast stretch of auriferous country north
of Black Range, which could be served
by a railwav from, say, Nannine, and at
the same imie Black Range would be
served also, whereas if the line goes fromn
Magnuet it will, as I have Stated, go
ev'entuially to Lawlers, and leave un-
served a vast stretch of -auriferous country
to the north of Black Range. I hope
that before. any money is spent on this
particular line, as well as other lines
proposed byv the Government, every in-
vestigation will be made, and that aiit
3spert paxrt v will be sent oult to examine
Lbe proposed routes for these particular
.rues.

MR. P. STONE (Greenough) : I think
ye have had this matter fairly discussed
to far, and att this time of night it is a
'air thing that the House should divide
>n it. I will ask the House to divide.

111. HOILMAN: There is no necessity
hr that.

THE A.rToRNEr GRE&~AL:. Do you.
r'ish the Rouse to divide?

Mn. STONE: Yes.

THE SPEAKER : If the hon. member
'ersists I must put it.
Mr. STONE: I will withdraw it.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T Keenan) :I do not intent] to delay

the House for any time in what I have
to say. I only intend to point out a few
reasons Ink support of the proposition. I
think that even the speeaches of those
who oppose the line can be readily relied
upon as strong evidence in its support.
Tire member for Murchisoni has given us
some expert description of the mines of
the district.

MaR. HOLMAN: Oh, no; I do not know
anything about it from my personal
knowledge.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: He
assured the House there was no mother
lode discovered or main lode, but let. me,
if I may be so hold as to venture a
suggestion on a wining matter, remind
the hon. member that there are very few
mining claims in Australia where it can
be said that tbo mother or main lode
exists. Broken Hill iindoubtedly is an
example of one, but if he takes any
portion of Western Australia it is inupos-
si ble to say that the Main lode exists there.
Lodes are fu nning parallel to one another,
and each one may rightly be called a
main lode. The member for Boulder
will hear me out in the statement that
there is not a particle of evidence to show
that there is a main lode in the Boulder
district. None of the reefs are of such a
nature that they can be called the source
of origin of the other lodes, and on a
reason of that kind nio one would be
justified in voting against the proposal
before the House. To-day Mr. Has tie
came to see rue for the purpose of enlight-
ening me on the possibilities of the field
and placed before rme facts which members
wHi not challenge, because Mr. Hastie
has been there' I do not k-now if Mr.
Hastie is pewuiarily interested in the
field, but he has been there for the pur-
pose of investigating the value of the
miines, and he is a man with mining
knowledge, and is honest and straight-
forward.

Mn. STUART:- I have heard that name
bef ore.

MR. HOLMAN : 'What particular know-
ledge of mining has he ?

TsE ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
are not assembled here to discuss Mr.
Hastie's qualifications. I refer to him as
having had some experience, and I say
farther that he went to this mining field
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for the express purpose of investigating
the mining possibilities, and luaving done
so he assured ine that hie there and then,
ait that time, came to thp conclusion that
it was worthy of a railway, and he sub-
nutted that proposal to his colleagues,
Mr. Daglish and his fellow Ministers,
and the proposal was favourably con-
sidered. I refer to this to shlow that this
is not a new proposal. It has been
before previous Governments, and has
been taken up by previous Govern-
ments in a favourable light. If the
member for Guildford were here, lie
would support what I have said. Mr.
Hastie told mre hie was aware of the
reports made and the determination comre
to to push forward the project for the
consideration of a line to the field. The
argument of the mnember for Murchison
in regard to the price of copper is a
fallacious one. If he will turn up the
journals dealing with the copper market,
he will see that contracts hlave been
entered into for the delivery of copper at
the present price, for six months ahead.
People are not able to supply the copper-,
and those who wish to buy are prepared
to pay the present price. If the hon.
mnember had gone into the matter closely,
he would have found a reason for thei
high price of copper and why the demand
for copper has increased. He would
have found that the principal copper
mine in the world, the Anaconda mnine, in
America, is reaching a timne when its pro-
duction must decrease. The resources
are becoming considerably exhausted,
and. the timne will conic when they will
not be able to continue the present out-
put. The argument put forward by the
Minister for Mines was a reasonable and
just one. If we have a copper field, at
the time the price of copper is high is
the time to assist the owners of that pro-
perty. It is no use proposing to build a,
line to a copper or a tin field, whenu the
price of the ar'ticle6 is SO low that the
owners cannot work the field. Thre time
to assist them is when the price is high
enough to enable themrl to work it. It is
the first price that induces the prospecting,
anld then it is completed on a working
basis. It is a matter of commnon know-
ledge that if the prices fall and the pro-
perty has ben worked to a considerable
degree, the mines. will continue to work.
I have nothing farther to say except that it

is not necessary in dealing With tiWe merits
of the question to drag i n the merits and
demerits of the other proposals before the
House. When this question comes be-
fore us, the proper route could then be
considered by the House, but it should
not prejudice members' opinions in the
mnatter. It. is beyond comnprehen sio n that
now ain opportunity exists for the creation
of a new field in Western Australia, and
when it appears a promising field which
will give employment to ai large number
Of workers, we should not be glad to do
an~ything in the nature of gambling.
Mining, whether gold or copper, niust
rernain a speculation, but it, is the duty
of every citizen in tile State to look oil
thle best side of the speculation, to look
for thle best, and not think that this is a
local deposit which will peter out in a
few years. That was said of the Boulder
mines when they were first worked, and it
is said to-day by jpeople who continue
their ideas, that the deposits there arc
local deposits and not truie fissures. A
simiilar Statement was made on a former
occasion by other parties, but they were
never well-wishers of the State. These
statements are madec by men who have us
interest here, and do not c;are if the
country to-morrow fell into a state ol
decay. The memiber has at higher and
better am before him than that, to assist
thle industries of the State, and it is
possible to extend that assistance by coni-
structing a railway which everything
points to being a success and which will
have the effect of opening li successful
field in Western Australia.

MR. J. A. S. STUART (Leonora):
Under ordinary circumstances, I should
not have spoken again, but eert~ai points
have arisen in connection with this Hope-
toun railway line, and I want to sayV
th6t I wish to stand apart fromn it,
for I wouild not like it to be said
later on that I was called on to be a
jackal for a parcel of Jews. Under
ordinary ci rcunlistances, the Paveristhorpx
district could have stood onl its merits,
hut I think there is something slightly
fishy atbout this field. I have beer
watt-hi ug it for some timie, and I have
bad coriespondence from people there,
and they toll me it is a good place to get
away fromn very quickly. I have used
my judgment and I See thait thle usual,
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little tricks of the boomsters are being
indulged in on every occasion in refer-
ence to this field. The tricks to whichi I
refer are the ostentatious display in the
newspapers of advertisements calling for
practicat mliners, inches of advertisements
in the gOldlields papers. asking, for good
practical miners, and I know of manxy
miners down there at the ;present time
who cannot get work to do, This is one
of the most muean and contempltible tricks
of the bolnster, knowing that when the
menl get there theyV will nut be able to get
work. Carpenters ihave told mne that if
ihe field is a good and glenuline One, COM-
mensurate with the increased price on the
London mnark-el, they wouldl not be
working half-time but double timue.
Another mean feature about it goes to
show that the people in charge of things
down there have something up their
sleeve. The v have sho-wnl the cloven
hloof too soon. Thpse have started re-
Ricing wages, feling assured that they
wvill get the railway and that they
ivill get everything else worth having,
tud they are going to run the field to
;uit themselves. I do not wdnt to have
Luy association with this matter at all,
mud therefore I shall vote for the amend-
nemit. I remarked the other night this
vas one of the lines that in the event of
wouper information being forthcoming, I
hould support, but the informiation and
,U1 the circumstances surrounding it are
u1ch that I wish to have nothing to do with
t. If the field developments are such as
o justify the building of the railway, so
ouch the better. I have watched what
Pas been going on locally, and I say there
,re too many financial deadbeats buzzing
,round like a lot of cats, to suit my
aste. The oosulum. birds are hovering
ound. There are a few mnalodlorous
lmis in connection with railways in other
arts of the Commonwealth. 'This one

to be added to the list. I shall sup-
I)rt the amtendmnent of the Leader of
le Opposition.

Amendment put, and a division taken
ith the following result:

Ayves ... ... ... t
Noes ... ... ... 22

Majority against ... 12

At ES.
Mr. Bath
Mr. Coilier
Mr. flwsh
Mr. Heirmana
Mr. ilulno
Mr. 5caddaui
Mr, Stuart
31r. Walker
Mr. Wars
Mr. Troy (Tcllctj.

NorE.
Mr. Blarnett
Mr. Erebb-r
Mr. H. Brown
M4r. Coweher
Mr. Eddy
M1r. Ewing,
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Haywa
Alr. Horn,
Mr. Hludbon
Mr. Keenan
Mr. Laymnn~
Mr1. Mitchell
Mr. MAonger
Mr. N. J. M

foore
Mr. Price
Mr. Stona
Mr. Underwood
M1r. A. J. Wilson
Mr. F. ;vil~on
Mr. Hardwick (Ttlhr).

Amend meat thus negartived.
Question put and passed.
Bill read at second time.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Pususan:. Rai~way Plan of

proposed route of Jandakot-Armiadale
Ra ilway.

A DJOURNME NT.
The House adjourned at two mninutes

to 1 o'clock am., until the Friday after-
noon.
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THE PRLESIDENT took the Chair at

4130 o'clock pian.
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